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CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT 270 Park Avenus, New Yor
Union Carbide Corporation ’

dﬂ July) 25, 1980

TO: Dr, S5. G. Austin \
Mr. N. E. Bolton
Mr. J. B. Browning
Hl'. M. Gn Dial Jl.'. ‘ A‘
Mr., Damon Engle
Mr. A. S. Hart 5
Mr. R. J. Hughes Jut 29 .
Mr., M. C. Lewis \ 2
Dr. T. A. Lincoln e T
Mr. A. C. MacLeod
Dr. R. E, Pyle
Mr. E. E. Tarika
Mr. H. P, Tomfohrde III
Dr. H, M, D. Utidifan
Mr- A. Go VO!‘CS! - b JUL -t
Mr. R. W. Wesson

CC: Mr, L. A. Agnello -
'Ms., A. D. Haughton
Mr. G. D. Holt
Ms. K. A. Richards

In case you did not see them, attached are articles
in the Washington Post, Wall Street Journal and New York Times on
the epidemiology study at Texas City.
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THE WASHINGTON POST
July 24, 1980

¢ Cancer Qutbreak Found in 2 Chemical Plants|

Page 1 - S . )
By v‘:?.:&.?: O e mAE | Damon Engle, manager of Union| Byt he sald the fact that Dr. Eulah
of brain Carbide's Texas City plant, agreed OSHA director, “put to-
A serious outbreak of bra 11‘: CADCAF  that the cancer incidence may be ! A medic'al v et
has been discovered in tw:d 'exas ?eﬂ. higher than the pational average but | :nt.ine P mmemt e s
e P ad & high inct, | D23 Dot yet been proved higher than  yilied team to go 1o the Union Car-
" incidence e ares. “If it is we're .

dence of brain cancer el::;hc?- ml:— fust as anxious as anybody to get o I:ti:xlcely pgl:t uﬂytlul;toz:nr and begin to
the Bute ostry thet makes che the bottom of it,” he said. " Alexander headed that first Investi-
. ‘ : When the study began in 1979, re- ° ered by a com-

- In a probe that started in ze:rg,, searchers suspectad that the cause of - b—5 LOm which was triggered by
79, 28 braintumor cases — 24 of. . the cancers might be vinyl chloride, | plaint in lste 1978 from a brain cancer
er:::ln afx:lon(':ec::-t*l:? past workerv; which hm:fsm.ted with the glioblas i victim at Union Cart fe. had

toma m 'orma type of cancer being Ironically, that victim’s cancer

at & Dow Chemical plant in Free--  ¢5,n4 Byt some of the victims had no: spread from another part of his body.

port, Tex. Eighteen other fatsl cases vin h aid one
turned up at a Union Carbide plant o avderly E“:: mg:l chloride, the NIOSH . s: tll!x: "i "Pt:wd'u’ considered

T';:'mcﬁy.};f.“m in the Hou:ton-éﬂ- Tony Mazzochi of the Ofl, Chemical But it's important tor workers to

; th t ~ and Atomic Workers Union said pre-  speak up, Waxweiler said. “If we hadnt
veston area, 'm is “’”’T do “d, liminary reports from other studies heard from that worker,” he said
-with- plants- that make or process pe— found higherthan-normal rates of “we wouldn't have known about Un-
trochemicals. But so far, federal inves:  brain and stomach cancers among pe-  ion Carbide. We wouldn't have kmown
tigators have not been able to pin-. trochemical workers along the Texas - about Dow or any of it.”
point a guilty chemical—or, -more  Guilf Coast and as a result the union Working with Texas doctors and
likely. a group of chemicals or a proc-_  and the National Cancer Institute are  pealth officials and with Union Car-
ess—though there are several under studying the entire industry. Eventu- pjde—a company that has been
.suspicion.. e ey - - .= ally 80,000 workers will be checked, he  *highly and mmusually cooperative,”

The braincancer incidence among . sald. Alexander said-—-Alexander found 18
workers in the plants in the last 24 “There is a cancer epidemic among tumors among 9,000 people who had
years is twice the normal level In the American workers and certainly  worked at the Texas City plant since

" general population. Dr. Richard Wax- -~ ~ " R 1956, when the first victim died.
weiler of the National Institute of ~among the wurkers we represent® He then investigated *a second
Occupational Safety and Health  Mazzochi said. - ' plant™—which he would Dot name—
(NITOSH) said yesterday. :@ = - | Petrochemicals involve more than 4 s und five brain tumor deaths.

All of the victims are men Few 30,000 workers in-Texas alone and g,y two of these peorle had also

. women work in the plants. X bring in about $3 billion annually ac- worked at Union Carbide,

Investigators froin the two federsl | cording to state figures. The Houston  'gigpigticians at the famed M.D. An-
sgencies involved—the Labor De-:_ Chamber of Commerce reported last derson Hospital and Tumor Institute
partment’s Occupational Safety and |~ Yyear that six of every 10 pounds or  ;/ Houston then combed their compu-

R e . ' gallons of U.S. petrochemical produc- . isq Texas death records for lists
Health Administration (OSHA) and | tion come from the Texas Gulf Coast o'} oin cancer victims and their work
gheréi)epu%lgg: f?-f-h Health :tnd el':Im'nm Dow's !‘reep(:lrt plant which covers 4- records. |

- Services' ) have not. yet been | 500 acres and employs 7000 persons . the
able to look in detail at other plants, | is the biggest one there. . : D;f'mﬂﬁm‘:engﬂg“?g el
though they have started some inves- ©° OSHA and NIOSH officials are .o more than 30,000 workers since :
tigations. .o _ planning a joint conference on the . Y

They kave reports, they said, of pos- - problem possibly in October involv-
sible concentrations of similar brain : jing government industry and the sci- '
cancers in plants at Beaumont and | entific and medical workds. The situa-

Lo i Son Franciseo, i mm'mm‘ b R plex, '
a " said Dr, Selikoff - produets, including antifreeze,
as one in Canada. - of Mount Sinai Medical Center in g,m latex, ‘:&,M.f vinyl echlo-

“There’s no reuo:: to suspect all pe- New York. ride and industrial chemical

trochemical plants,” Waxweller sald. He is editor of the American Jours = yoiaing blouehn .
But Dr. Victor Alexander of OSHA | nal of Industrial Medicine, which will
said there may be “five or six ofhers™ I 450p publish the first scientific report
at least, and J. William Llovd, OSHA: !: op the outbreak, written by a group

_epidemiologist, said, “There may be = headed by D"a Alexander “hosn:'id

o lanh . “We just don't know how e-
any number of chemical plants im- |~ o ;oyg this problem is,” said Sheldon
volved. Samuels, AFL-CIO director of occupa-

Spokesmen for Dow and Union Car-;  tional health and safety. There has

' bide noted that the results so far are; beenmfo in:l’ulwm mt: m&? %:%

inconclusive. “We see Do common’; 38.Viere matic e -
thread that would suggest (that) expo-  OF,Jet of the American work force,
sure to any particular material or lo-.

cation in the plant” is involved, said .

James Hansen for Dow. “There is

nothing so far to connect the work-
place to the brain cagcer.”




THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

July 25, 1980

‘-High Incidence of Brain Tumors Found
In Texas Plants of Carbide, Dow Chemical

ByaWarL Sreewt J AL Staff Rep
WASHINGTON - Federal. investigators
have discovered an unusually high incidence
-of brain tumors among petrochemical work-
~ers employed by Dow Chemical Co. and
Union Carbide Co. in Texas. . .
Forty-three cases of brain cancer, all but
one of which have been fatal, have shown up
among present and past employes at Dow
. Chernical's Freeport facility and Union Car-
:bide's Texas City plant. The findings are
likely to lead to an intensified government-
industry search for the cause,
- “We have an indication of a twofold in-
creased risk of dying of brain cancer if you
“worked at Dow Chemical,” said Gordon
Reeve, an epidemiologist for the National
Institute of Occupational Safety and Health
in Cincinnatf. At Union Carbide’s plant, he
said, “'the increased risk varied from none
10 up to three times" the normal level in the
population, and depended on how long a
worker was empioyed there.
Scientists from NIOSH and the Labor De-

Texas plants for more than a year. But so|

far, the investigators don't have any leads
as to what chemical or chemicals might
have caused the cancer, said Richard Wax-
weiler, another investigator. However, he
added, 13 of the 18 Union Carbide victims
hadwrkednmeplmlfor:mrethan 15

it
:
i

teview lad 10 the discovery of 25 bramn-can- |
cer victims among the 40,000 Dow Chemnical '

employes since 1942.

OSHA and NIOSH officials are planning to
hold a symposium with industry officiais on
the brain-cancer problem, Mr. Waxweiler
said, bit a date hasn't been set. Meanwhile,
ke continued, *it would be wise for the
(petro-chemical companies! to loak at their
own death-record files for brain cancer.”

In New York, a spokeswoman for Union
Carbide called the latest {indings “an in-
terim report” and noted that the study is ex-
pected to take another year or two to com-
plete. She said the company is cooperating
fully with government investigators, “Cur-
rently, we have no reason to believe there is
any correlation between these tumors and
any occupational exposures,” she said.

In Midland, Mich:. a spokesman for Dow
said it is “inappropriate at this time to draw
any conclusions™ because the series of stud-
les isn't compieted. He said the studies so
far haven't shown anything conclusively
connecting brain cancer to the workplace or
chemicals,

The spokesman said, “At Dow’s Texas
division, we. are talking about approxi-
mately 24 deaths, out of more than 40,000
employes, over a i0-year period of observa-
tion. The last death from brain cancer in-
volvirig a Dow employe, ot former employe,
occurred in 1977. Those are not epidemic
proportions.™
said it has been cooperating with
and NIOSH in the investigation and

1ty
il
i
g
i

i%
;
E
§

sultant for the Oil, Chemical and Atomic
Workers union, which sought the original

study.

Since last August, NIOSH and Union Car-
bide have been studying 40.000 former and
st three Carbide facilities

dchanlea]exmmm

58
il
i
28k=
%EE F
A K]

:
gi
E

uce
053614




THE NEW YORK TIMES
July 25, 1980

Brain Cancer Discovered in Petrochemical Workers

Spcial 49 The Now York Tl :
© WASHINGTON, July Z3--A* "h-
cidence of brain cancer amomg
tion's cal workers has led to

suspl bere that chemicals lie at
etl;.:lr\'moft.hq:m:hlem.na:t:nﬂn::{»I-‘et!-

work-safety offi
Investigators for the Department of
Health and Human Services and the De-
?ummoluhm'mmedn
‘excessively high” incidenca of brain
cancer in at leagt seven
plants in Texas, West
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'mdcuﬂomh.

They said that they had discovered 25
brain-tumor nm. A of which were
fatal, among nlDowChmlul

l.lntlnF
tiuhavehm at a Union
Carbldnplnmlnl‘msﬁty.'l‘u-.them»
tboﬂ ties said.
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Administratica
able funds had

jetor Alexander, a medi
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's important
munimduhunmnn
ers can handle.” He said that “‘at
" known mduchemluh
were found in most petrochemical plants.
The tion began {n 1979, after a
victim of cancer at Union Carbide
filed a complaint with the Labor Depart.

use more than &
the year,”
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tioned that the results were still tentative | ment.

and that no firm scientific conclusins
thmldyet drawn, ‘
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Occupational Safety and Health

themn an exces- lm.
&Wym;h"hddmudmmmd mnnhunmdupumutmem
medical officer :{hmmmm chemi-

added. cal workers
chemical plants may have 50 to | in 1974 and 1978,

said that & Inck of avail- 8
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in industry stidies published

at the Department d"enm%;mhnﬂtyhmm-ymd.
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