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The PWA Housing Di

Z
S

n the 1920s, supporters of the new

later publicized by Catherine Bau

using private capital. For example,
developed Sunnyside and Radburn, and the /
Union built cooperative apartments in the Br
tiatives, however, were only small-scale dem
of the approach Bauer advocated, which i
commercial housing sector, coordinated and
ment. While labor unions or privately funded
experiments, only the national government
the states) had the resources and power to f
tial landscape.?

In Europe, many social democratic gove
commercial housing in the twenties. But tt
the United States was far different, particular!
turned sour and the residential real estate m
Depression came a political upsurge, sweeping
sevelt, but the most urban-oriented Congres
made possible the first direct federal interver
the United States during peacetime. This was
sion of the Federal Emergency Administrati
monly known as the Public Works Administ

When the PWA housing program was es!
cates of the new housing theories thought it
orous noncommercial housing sector that th
U.S. housing policy. Key to this strategy w
urban dwelling acceptable to the majority of .
class alternative for the poor. Many of those
ing Division shared these hopes, and the ag
and in some cases truly innovative work. A
bring what Bauer described as “modern ho
years, the temporary, experimental PWA pr
those who have studied the PWA residential
ally better designed and built than later publi
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