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S peard of the mysterious deat

Sate vinyl-c

By DONALD M. BOUGIHTON
. snd DENNIS POLITE
Loutiviiia Timer $131¢ Wettene

A fow years ago vome rats fn a research
Iahoralory in ftaly contrucied s rare {orm
of rasicer.

A foew months ngo the gubuc firat

s of 8 [tw
warkers at 8 Loeutsville chemical plant of
the snme disoase, -

Today, Investigstors.  throughout the
world are beginning to put together evi.
dence thiat the fink between the two In.
cldents o oxpoture Lo the coramon chem.

. Jeat viny! chiovide and = stow death from

P

& tore cancer of Vhe fver —- oay be an
intarnational health meoace of monumen-
al froportions, o

ot
Sgets

oy LT T

lcim’dé ‘lei;él : billion-dollar quesﬁm? |

Tomoreaw fn Washington, a scriva of
brarlugy will begin to determiae what the
Unfted States government intends to do
about 8, , :

Specificully, the US.
ment han boen asked by two government
health agencies to forbld the expowure of !
chemicsl workera to eay detectahle trace
of vinyl chlorido, a basle cheenlenf that In |
gaxeous form b used to produce many’
typea of plastics,

Mcanwhile, the workers are luboring
under an “emergoscy” standsed forbide
ding cxposure to more than 30 parta of
the ges per mithon parts of alr, onelonth -
the standard in force before 1t was com-
monly ‘r.’uapcc!od that vinyl chloride
might I a kitler. ,
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- Howavor, the outcome of the boarings
may weil e fet by far more than the
#.800 workers in the ovultimillondollne
vinyl eblorkle industry, becguse in recent
weeky and dayx there have been repatls
of deaths from the same mysierious can.
cer among employey in the plastiey in.
dustry, -,

Indved, the clvele of concrrn hay brosd.
cned beyond the plasties hudisley, with
Harundreds of thousands of waekers, Fur
no there are docwenled casey of the
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cancar, catled  onglasarcamas,  among
people whose only connection with the
chomicat and plustles Industeion s that
they happen o have Jtved near planty
where the chemical was procersed,

“The kpown  worldwide death  count
from angiosarcoma laduced by expoyurg)
tn vinyl chiloride now stands st 19, five of
which invelved workera al the Loulisviila
plant on Bells fLanv of the B, F. Quodrich
Co. And, twin morr peegonsy, holh employ-
ey of the loulsvilie Goodrich plant ave!
known lo be suffering from fthe uvuully;
[nin) doseasr, : :

Fablle hewith offirinl: alrcady hinve

. See SAFE
&ﬁ_{ Back puge, col. B, this section
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