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B R)though asbistes has bren known fron the remotest ages - and even disvases
vi- of the respiretory system in slaves working §n esbestos textures - the link be-

P twecn specific diseases and ¢xresure 1o gshestos bacande titanlished with the

-Tv ' expansive growth §n the use of thir nineral and its producte jn the 20th centu-

ry. The UX possesred - and possesses - a large ashaaten-indu-try, starting

o aroun? 1870 in the nanufacture of ashestos-textile. &0 the £1vut case of ar-
bestosin was des$ribed in England §n 1906; 3n the ;;ursh of the following

e years the link between intensive occupational exposure and harnful effecte could
be firmly estahlished, The British government took tht firs: measurces 1o

protect the workers in these $ndustrics around 1930.

In the meantine ashestos was beling used in morc and more applications

Gthey thon asbastoa-toedtide: $nsulation, asbestos-zement, ete. (see chapter
11).  Exppiure to aststos §nsics the fartories beceme greatly diminishe2 by
technical devices; however ontside factories exposure of workers increascd

with the growth of apilications of &dshestos and ashestos-products, ©.g. bhuil-

ding trade, insulatjon. .

In 1935 the first descriptions of bronshia) carcinono as a complication of

esbostosis appeared, afterwards confirmed by other observotions of this corli-

nation. It must he kept 3n mind, that in those ycars bronchial cancer was an
uncomnon Gisedsc. Evposure to dshestos, particularly in combination with

cigarette-smoking, may cause a ftecp rise 3n the incidence of bumnchial cancers.

In the 1950's the first ohservations of an associstion hctw;}hf::;csst
and mesothelioma were published. Up til) then mesothrlionma was lookel wvron
as an extremely yare diseasc. Since this publication 2 multitude of reporis
followed, linking mesothelioma to occupationdl or neighbourhood exposurc to

asbiestos in the past - mostly occupational, = ='°

In the )950's an excess incidence of cancer of the gastrointestinal tract
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