
May 27, 1947

Dr.  J. G. Townsend, Chief,
Industr ia l  Hyg iene Div is ion,
U. S. Publ ic  Hea l th  Service,
Bethesda,  Maryland.

Dear  D r . Townsend s

I am sending to you herewi th  an open letter address ed to Dr. Farran,  
which you may or may not  wish to transmit to h im  in  Its present  
form. I leave it ent i re ly to your  judgment as to wh ether  the mat ter  
should be brought  up in this fashion, or  whether  it  should be  
directed through other c h a n n e l s .

The quest ion involved in this let ter  is one of wh ic h  I have been  
aware for  some time, bu t  about  wh ich  dur ing the per iod of the war  
and since, E thy l  Corporat ion has simply had to do t he best  It could.  
Some weeks ago representat ives of Ethyl  Corporat ion  brought  the  
mat ter  to m y  fur ther  at tent ion,  po in t ing out that a f ter  a l l  of this  
period of t ime since the end of the war, Ethy l  Corp orat ion might be  
suspected of act ing In bad fai th,  unless the mat ter  were brought  to  
the a t tent ion of the Publ ic  H ea l t h  Serv ice In whate ver  way Ethyl  
Corporat ion fel t  might  be appropr iate.  I Indicated that I would be  
wi l l ing  to act  as the go-between for an informal exch ange of  
opinion, but  that I thought that perhaps it might  be  just as well  
that a formal let ter  be wr i t ten to the Surgeon Gene ral  wh ich then I  
would convey through your  o f f i c e .

F o r  your  fur ther  in format ion I am enclosing a copy of Mr. Jones'  
memorandum to me which merely shows the sequence of  events for  
your  information.

The present in tent ion of Ethyl  Corporat ion is to l imi t the use of  
the paper sign, if these are approved, to  certain ar eas in which  
the weather condit ions wi l l  be most favorable to th eir last ing for  
some time, but  in which also ef forts can subsequent ly  be  concentrated  
wi th  least d i f f i c u l t y , so as to subst i tute the appr oved permanent  
sign for  the temporary one. The suggest ion as to th e use of paper  
is mine, actual ly,  s ince in my  fee l ing It was be t te r  not  to have a  
temporary s ign that would last too long. If a mater ia l  of semi­
permanent  character were to be  u s e d , it m igh t  come to be regarded as  
sat isfactory,  thereby g iv ing r ise to the fee l ing th at it need not be  
r e p l a c e d .

I shal l  apprec ia te  very much  your  let t ing me know yo ur  react ion to  
this problem. Obviously I shal l  be g lad to fo l low y our  suggest ions  
and to be he lp fu l  In any way I can.

Sincerely y o u r s ,
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Eobert  A . Kehoe,  M. D .
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