September 15, 1937

¥Mr, Charles A., MHarlies

Consuners Union of Hnited States, Ince
55 Van Dam Street

New York

Dear HMr, Marliest

I have your latter of
September Bth in which you have raised a nuwmuber
ef guestions about the possibility of our carrying
out certaln analyses for your orgeniszation., I am
familiar with the general character of your work bub
I regret very much that we shall net be in position
to do any regular work of the type you suggest,.
Hawever, in as much &s we have done and avye conbtinuing
to do a fair amount of work whish may bs of ultimate
interest to you, it sesms worth whille to explain our
situation, and to reply briefly to the questlionag raissd
as to our facllities. ,

This leboratory is not a

testing laborstory in any sense in as muach as it is
one of the investigative laboratories of the Medieal
School of the Universcty of Cincinnati, Our principal
work 1s concerned with the study of major problems in
industrial hygiene, and that portion of the work in
which I am chiefly corcerned has had to do with the
study of lead sbsorption both in indusbtry and in the
general populabion, and lead pelsoning both in and oub
of industry. By reason of our academic and public
responsibilities in a municipal university, we are not
in & position to do commercial work or confidential
work. That is o say, studles whlch we meke are primarily
-~ for the purpose of obtaining information for publication
- through the normal scientifie channels. Ve do nobt engage

“in any work except with the understanding that the results
are Lo e published wien and where we see fite, Thus most
of the information which we obbtain wauld be made aveilable
to pou or teo other interested persons in the normal course
of gvents. Ve have been msking observations on the lead
cmnﬁ@nt of food msterisl and on the average dally lead
1&geshion of normal average individusls in the ZAmerican
population with the idea of obtaining a substentially
exrosgesectional pleture.  This work has continued cover
8 period of years and we hava thus accumulated a sleeable
mass of data, some of mnich has been published and some of
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‘which is awalting early publication. Our facllitles
for this work are, perhaps, as complete as those to be
found anywhere in the world, The methods which we
‘employ include a spectrographic method devised and
atandardized by one of the mempsrs of the laboratory
, staff. (This method ig anplicable not only %o the
| titative estimation of lead with a negligible
gor; but has alseo. beeuwextended to
‘ ,nhtion af a n‘”berjmg a&her

2mvsumrariza briefly the accuracy

‘ , 1E should be sald that the
sp@eﬁragramnic me d ‘iclds an error of approximately
<01 mgs. over the wga of values from 001 b0 5 mgs.
1n the saﬁpla¢ g tlvity sf the methoﬁ is much
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we done lead analyses on practically
naterial, and at the present time
les of atudles which involve the
food ng well ag animal E£izsuas



jifiwe shall be glad to de sc.,;~~

" - Despilte what I have sald about our
~inebllity to undertake any regular wvork for your ors
pantzabion both by reason of the nature of the work
as well ass the nature and magnlbude of our own worky
I wish to assure you that I am guite sympathetic . o
with the purpose ‘of your undertaking. Therefore, if
7o can be of assistence Lo you 1n apecifie instancas,_j

Yary truly yoursg'
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