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Home "Accidmtz-Where, How and Why?
_ By DONALD B. AR][STRONG M.D. -
‘l‘lurd V‘ee-l’tmdent. Hetropohtan Life Inmmee Co., New York Cxty, and
W. GRAHAM COLE
" Director of Safety, lletropohun Lufe Insurance. Co. New York City

E'v,eryday,onanavmge.mdnﬂ:srsult
from home accidents in the United States,

* of-3.7 ‘deaths every hour. Home accidents

are respousible for 34.5 per cent of ait fa-
talities resulting from accidental causes.
Furthermore, home accidents represent the

“~\cighth most important cause of death, éx-

ed only by heart disease, cancer, cuebral

hemorrhage. nephritis, pneumonia, tuber-
‘culosis, and to a very small_extent by motor
vchicle accidents.

' InSeptanberlmthepubhemshoched

to learn of the huge loss of life resulting

from a hurricane in Florida, During the
period of this disaster, 1,180.persons met
their death. Appmxamate!y the same num-
ber of persons die as a result of home acci-
dents in the United States every 13 days

throughout the year—a continuous disaster. .

" During the. 18 months of the World War,

50,510 members of the Amefican Expedi-
tionary Forces were killed in action or died

_of woiinds, ;. During the 'past 18 months,
, »approxxmatel) 48,000 men, women, and chn!- .

dren have died as a result of acc:dents in
the liomes of our mation. " -

Dxublinz Home Accidents
" In addition to fatal;ues, home “accidents,
according to the estimates of the National
Safety Council, result in 4,700,000 disabling

’ accadcms a year,.or-an average of 537 per-

sons disabled through home accidents every
hour.” Home accidents are mponsible for
53 per cent of the disabling injuries resulting
from accidents of all types in this country.
It is fnrthersnmatadbyﬂw(buw’lthm

home accidents result in an annual eco-- .-
nomic loss of approximately $600,000,000, or -~ ..
an average of approxmately 568.500 an hour -

throughout the year.

This high sacnﬁoe of life, dnsabling, of in--
,dmduals, and economic loss’ would be ap-

palling at any time. It is of particular sig-
nificance now, however, when we s a nation

“are concerned with national defense; requir-
iing the greatest possible conservation of man-

power and resources. Accordingly, the pre-

_vention "~ of .- home accidents should be

considered not- only from the humane and
economic standpoints, but likewise from that
of national vitality. .
Epldennc Propottxons of the Problem
As a cause of death and disability, the

homie accident problem may significantly be .

compared with some of the hitherto major
diseases of mankind, many of which have
yielded to scientific control. For example,
during the first seven months of 1940, the
home accident death rate among Jndustrial
policyholders of the Metropolitan Life In-
surance Company amounted to 120 per hun-
dred thousand policyholders. During the
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_ accidents;

same period, a combined rate of. 3.7 was
noted for the following five communicable
diseases: typhoid fever, measles, scarlet
fever, whooping cough, and diphtheria.

It would seem logical to consider the con-
trol of the home accident problem from a
public health or perhaps. epxdemxologxa.l"
point of view and accordingly, to revxew the

- fundamental steps taken by science in the

control of other serious causes of mortality
and morbidity. In general, these steps-have

. been as follows:

1. Scientific research—restilting in an iden-
tification of factors responsible for the cause
and spread of the disease under considera-
tion;

2. Local epidemiological surveys—to de-
termine the existence or non-existence of the

disease and its etiological agents in a given .

area;

3. Control and prevenlwe procedures—the
development of a program for the elimina-.
tion of conditions prodncmg the disease in
the given area.

Similar procedures adopted by mdustnal
orgahizations have, according to the National
Safety Cotmncil, resulted in 2 69 per cent re-
duction in accident frequency and a 50 per
cent reduction in accident severity in‘the
period from 1926 to 1939 inclusive. Many
industrial organizations have been able to
reduce accidents to an even greater extent,
and there are outstanding cases of large in-

- dustrial plants which are now able to con-

duct their operations for one or even more
years without an accident of sufficient se-
verity to cause loss of time. Measures for
the prevention of occupational ‘accidents
parallel those of disease prevention:

1. Industrial Safely research—to- deter-
mine the physical conditions and the work-
ing practices responsible for -occupational

2. Local plant surveys—to . determine-
whether improper physical conditions exist
or whether unsafe working practices are
followed in the plant under consideration;

3. Control. and prevention—the develop-
ment and conduct of a well-planned program
for tlie elimination of unsafe conditions and
the correction of unsafe working practices.

Because of the success of these funda- .

mental steps in the control of disease and
occupational accidents, it would seem that
these same principles might well be applied
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followmg lines:

1. 4 compnhmmc statistical analysis of
home accident experience~to determine the
physical conditions and individual practices
“chiefly responsible for accidents in Amencan
‘homes.

2. Intensive and localized home accident
surveys—to determine whether these known
unsafe conditions exist or whether known
unsafe individual practices are followed in
the homes under consideration.

‘3. Control and prevention—the removal or
correction of unsafe conditions and the de-
velopment of safe prachees by individuals
in the home,

Actuaﬂy, in the ﬁeld of home safety, steps

two and three are very largely the respon-
sibility of the individual and his family. An
organized program of- education, however,
based upon an accurate knowledge of condi-
tions and practices responsible for home ac-
cidents, is necessary to encourage action on
the part of the individual
Saneacudeutsareduetothcdw@,con-
struction, and madintenance of ;the building
xtself and may, therefore, be considered a
ponsibility of the architect and builder
rather than of the occupant. The grevennon

of such accidents, howmr requires
an.analysis of accident- prodiscing conditions.
Exisﬁnz -Data

While we lmow that the home aocxdent
problem is serious, we scarcely know enough

as yet to provide the basxs for a real pre-

ventive program. .

Upon records of the United States Cen- -

sus Bureau and those of State health depart-
ments, the National Safety Council annually
esumates the number of deaths and non-

" the United States. The data refative to fa- -

talities are obtained from coroners’ reports
and, therefore, can be considered fairly re-
liable as to gross totals. These data are
classified according to age groups and five
‘principal types of accidents, namely: bums,
falls, ﬁmrms. mechanical suffocation, and
poisoning.

- No additional analysis of fatal home acdi-
denfs is made on%a natiomal basis. Some

health departments, however, make a more .

detailed analysis, the most oomplete being.
that contained in the anaual report of acci-
dental deaths published by the Kansas. State
Board - of  Health, This analysis classifies

to the home accident problem, along the ~home fatalities by. type, location within or
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“*i»out the house, and cause.

the city of Cleveland was ‘¢onducted in 1935
by H. W. Green, Director of Statistics and
Research of the Cleveland Health- “Council.
In the report of this. study, “How Safe Is
Home?” the accident fatalities are analyzed
by resident location, age, sex, economic
status of the injured party and. type of ac-

cident. Some interesting case reports are .

included.

In the field of non-fatal home acc:dents.
however, no comprehensive. national study

has been made. Perhaps the most complete

analysis in this field is the five year report
issued by the Travelers Insurance Company,
based upon benefits paid under personal ac-
cident polxmcs of that company. The re-
port contains a fairly detailed analysis of

. .approximately 48000 home accidents, by

type. No other. analysis of home accidents,
however, is incladed in"the report.’

A survey of home accidents resulting in
hospxuhanon at the Cook County. (Illinois)
Hospital in.1933 and 1934 was made as a
Works Progress Administration - project
sponsored by the Cook County Bureau of
Public Welfare and supervised by the Na-
tional Safety Council. This report contained
an anaalysis of 4,602 hospitalized accident

dassaﬁedbylomtxonandbytype. .
5 ;:rmg 1935 and 1936 the United States

Public Health Service conducted a National
Health Survey with W.P.A. assistance. This
survey consisted of a house-to-house canvass

of 800,000 families in 84 cities and 23 rural.

areas. Thesmdywaseonﬁnedtoasesre-
sulting in disability of seven days or more.
In the report of the survey home accidents
were classified by mearis of injury, age, sex,
family income groups, and'nature of injury.
The report contains similar analyses of other
types of accidents. :

The thing‘ Nurse :

While these studies are helpful, it is our

belief that a successful ‘preventive program

necessitates a2 more complete -and detailed -

_study and ’analysis of such accidents. than
. is now available.. As an instrumentality in
- developing basic data essential for such an
analysis, the visiting nurse has an unusual
opportunity, since she is in a position to ob-
serve and analyze- unsafe conditions and

practices in the homes of the patients she'

is called upon to nurse. .
Based upon this principle, an individual

S A
-home accxdent ~study covermg the period

study. of home accident fatalities for  from November 15,1939, to'May 15, 1940,

Was undertaken under the direction of Pro-
fessor Irma Gene Nevins of the Kansas
State Teachers College’ and a Fellowship

‘Student of the Center of Saféty Education,

New York University. The study had the
support of the National Orgamzat:on for

‘Public Health Nursing and the active par-

ticipation of the Visiting Nurse Associations
or Public Health Nursing Associations of
Detroit, Mich., Indianapolis, Ind., Kansas
City, Mo., Minneapolis, Minn., New .Haven,
Conn., Philadelphia, Pa., Pittsburgh, Pa.,
and San Francisco, Cal.

As a result of this study 550 mdmdual'
home accident reports were submitted by -

the participating members of the Associa-
tions listed.. These reports are now being
tabulated. The report. form . included the
following questions, to each of which was
appended a check list: “When and where
did the accident occur?” “What are the im-
mediate factors?” “What are the contribu-

ting factors?” “Who was involved in the

accident?” “What was the person doing at
the time of accident?” “How will the acci-
dent be classified ?”

A Study by Metropolitan Nmes

In addition to collecting accident data, the
visiting, nurse is in an excellent position to
influerice safe home .practices and the re-
moval of unsafe home conditions. In order
further to explore the possibilities of using
the visiting nurse in both of these fields of
activity, the Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company early in 1940 instructed its sal-

aried nurses throughout the United States ..

and Canada to submit reports regarding all
cases of accidental injury for which nursing
setvice was requested. Sin_oe the Company

" maintains 336 salaried nursing services, em-
"ploying a staff of 678 nurses whio handle

morethan300.0(l)nnrsmgmsesma)ear,
a study conducted by this staff is nation-
wide in area and covers a large number.of
individual homes. The study also_ includes
some 35,000 nursmgmhandledmCanada.
bya ‘staff of 89 nurses, .

This study was undertaken for two defi- ‘

nite purposes: first, to collect accurate data
regarding home accxdaxts and, second, to
stimulate nurses’ interest in home safety
through familiarization with such data.

To launch the plan, letters of instruction
were sent to each nurse early .in. 1940 and

additional infox_-maﬁon was furnished through
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regular supervision channels. No _special
forms were developed for the. purpose, the
nurses being instructed to furnish the re-
quired information on their regular case ré-
ports. They were asked to report on each
case where care was necessitated by an acci-
dental injury. Thcywu-emstmctedtore—

port whether the injury was the result of a.

motor vehicle, occnpational, public, school,

or home accident.

Only in the case of home accidents were
additional data These include:
nature of injury, part of body injured, ac-
tion of the injured party, location of acci-
dent, type of accident, and objects involved.
The data submitted by the nurses are care-
fully reviewed, and form letters requesting
additional data are sent-to the nurses when
necessary. An analysis of the fmal informa-
tion is prepared on a monthly basis accord-
ing to a number of pre-determined sub-
classifications.

Thisstudywasiniﬁatedinthespringof
1940, and approximately two months were
needed to carry out the proper instructional
work and to obtain complete data, A test
analysis of accidental injuries was prepared
for the month of April and, on the basis of
this study, certain necessary changes were
made in the analysis form. Using the re-
vised forms, comparable analyses for the.

months ‘of May, June, and July have been

completed and a quarterly analysis prepared.

For each month as well as for the quarterly -

period, analysis sheets have been developed
for three geographic areas, namely: the
United States east of the Rockies; the Pa-
cific Coast and mountain states; and Can-

ada: A total sheet, covering all areas, has
also been developed, ;

dental injuries sustained industrial and
intermediate polx and group certi-

‘are
records \did not show the number of cases
requiring . hospitalization. “On the basis of
the July experience, however, it is noted that

approximately 11 per .cent of all accident -

cases and approximately 9 per cent of the
home mjuryumrepotwdreqmmdhos-
pxtaluahon.,

survey was started, it will eventually include
_approximately 500 home accident cases a

month or a total of about 6,000 a year. Since
this study to date, however, -covers a period
of three months, the results reported in this
paper can_ only be considered as indicating
possible trends and illustrating the type of
data which will be available as the study
continues,

It is-interesting to note thc close compar-
ison’ between the percentage of home acci-
dents reported in our stndy and the similar
percentage estimated by the National Safety
Council: . For the three months covered by
thxsstudy.SOperemtofallm;unsre-

ported, or a total of 1,572 injuries, resuited

from home accidents. The National Safety

Council estimates that 53 per cent of all dis- '
" abling injuries in the United States are due

to home accidents. In the Eastern area of
t_heUnitedStatsours’tndyshowsthisﬁg—

" Table I—Nature of Injury

Eastern  Pacific Coast & :

States Mountain States . Canada Total
Cuts, Lacerations and Abrasnons ............. 25% - 28% ¢ 0% . 235%
Bruises and Contusions............. ........ 109, 1% 18% 11%
BummsandScalds...............c.ccooiiie 189 18% . 34% 19%
Strains and Sprains................. teecees. 12% - 13% 1% - 11%
Asphyxiations...............c.0nn. ereeean e e Tt .
Poisoning................... eeeraieseneeen 1% 3% 4% 2% .
Fractures and Dislocations. . ................ 20% - 17% i 9% 199,
Foreign Bod:es ............... N . . 1% 4 1% . 19
Bites. e vieeereniniierrianneennnnnn cor 2% . 5% e - 3% _
Multiple. .. ..ottt iirieieninnnnnnn 6% Ces .. 5%
Other.......covvvvnunen i eeahesccneeceranne 5% . 3% 3% - 49
Not Specified.......... Cesteserasereanianas e

- 1%

3
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‘at 50 per cent, in the Pacific Coast states Vbased upon. a total of 1,572 injuries, of
,‘l:r'oent,anc_lin(:anadaatSSpercent. _ which 1,190 were repgrtedmthe Eastern
An idea of the range of severity of cases ~ States, 280 in the Pacific Coast and moun-
included may be obtained from Table L. This tain states, and 102 in Canada. These fignres
and the five other tables in this paper are shou_ld not be accepted as indicating relative

“Table I—Part of Body

—

Eastern - Pacifi¢ Coast &
States Mountam States Canada Total

Handsand Fingers..............cc..con.... 14% 169, 229%, 15%
Head, Face,and Neck................ e % 20% 21% 129,
Legs, Feet,and Toes........................ 4% 30% 25%  329%
..................................... 1% 997 109 119
Eya ........................... s 1% . 19, 2% 19
Trunk.....cocoiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiereiie... 16% - 169% 129 16%
Internal.............. aSeecenceneeenaaans 3% 3% 5% 3%
Multiple........ P DS 1299 . 1% . 5%. 109
NotSpecified. ..............ccceiut. [ 1% . ..
‘Table III—Action of Injured

Eastern Pacific Coast &
States Mountain States Canada’ Total

. Walking and Runnmg ............. e, 36% 329, T 16% 3%

-~ Household Cleaning................. S 5% 3% 39 5%
F~undering Duties. ... .. ...c..ooi el 4% < 39 99, 49,
Household Duties..................... 7% % 97, %
wooking. ...l ., 3% 3% 3% 5%
Eatmg .................................... 29, 29, 59, 29,
................................... 229, 33% 27% 249,
Tendmg H&tmg Eqmpment ................. 1% .. 2% 1%
Other. . ..o eeeieeeennnsieineannns s 1% 16% 259, 139,
None or Not Specified. ..................... 1% 1% 1%’ 3%

: TableiV-;élpqﬁq_n.cijcciden;, C

Eastern Pacific Coast &
States . Mountain States Canada Total

LivingandSleepmgQuartem.........; ...... - 15% 139, 6% 149
Dining and Kitchen Quarters. ... . eteseaan 2 27% 28% . 55% 29%
Bathroom........c.cooiviiieeinnnnnnannn. 3% 2% . .. 3%
Hallways,etd.............cccooviiaiiinine. 2% 1%
Cellar. . covvvinieni e iiieeedireiearecaans 4% 3% 39
Attic......oooivenen i P .. . .. ..

Stairsor Steps. ..,.....coihiiianinnn eee. 18% 8% "%  15%
" Porch, Yard, etc...........coounene. Teeeaadt +.28% T 41% 17% .30%
Garage..... Greernesrrareraend etevarananan . 1% 3% 1% = 19
Other...civeneriniiciiiiireenesiecianennnn 2% 2% % 29,
NotSpecified. .......«.c.vieeniicenacnannn. 3% 5% 1%
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. frequency of home accidents in the respec-

tive areas, but simply as a basis for the per-
céntages in the respective columns.
Considering the extensive educational ac-
tivities which have been carried out with re-
spect to the dangers of asphyxiation due to
carbon monoxide in closed garages and to
improper ventilation in homes, it is interest-
ing that only two cases of asphyxiation were
reported; likewise that only 2 per cent of
the cases involved accidental poisoning.

Another indication of the kind of injuries

being experienced as a result of home acci- -

dents can be obtained from a review of the
parts of the body injured through accidents
of this nature. Table II presents the classi-
fication used and the percentage variation of
injuries on this basis. -

For preventive purposes it is necessary to
know what people were doing when they
were injured. Proper emphasis then may be

. given to the development of correct prac-

tices incident to home activities, Table III
shows the percenmge distribution of the

Table V—Type of Aecide_nt

Eastern  Pacific Coast &
States Mountaix; States Canada Total

Fallsfrom Heights. . ... .. ................

129, 21% . 17% 14%
Falis on Levels...... feeeeas e eeireeaes 389, 169, 6% 329, -
Falling Material...................... e 1% - .- 6% 2%
Handling Materials or Objects. e ieeiaes 11% . 9% 12% 109,
Stepping on Objects. ..... e e 6% 5% 8% 6%
Collisions with Objects..................... 129, 16% 7% 129,
Hot ar Burning Substances. ................. . !2% 15% 19% 139%
ElectricBurnor Shock..................... . 1% . 9% 1%
Inhaling Gasor Smoke..................... .. L. e ..
Poisons, Not Gas.......................... 1% 6% % 3%
Other............. e et eeaaan 6% % 13% 7%
Not Specified. ..... 3 ...................... .. 1% -.

Table VI—Objects Involved
' Eastern Pacific Coast &

) States Mountain States Canada Total
Household Furmshmgs or Equxpment ......... .. 15% 5% 149, 139,
Floor Coverings.............. e .. 3% 2%- 3% ° 3%
Slippery Surfaces.........cc.coiiiiinnin.. 4% .. 7% 1% 49
Toys and Play Equipment............. ... 49, 5% 29 4%
Tools and Sharp Objects. ......... NN - 13% 9% 1% 12%
Utensils. . .....ocoiemi . 7% 1% i 15% 0 6%,
Food.................. s 2%, 3% . 1% 3%
Animals, Insects, etc....... e 3% 6% . 4%
Heating Equipment, etc............... . 4% T 5% 5% 4%
Laundering Equipment and Materials........ 49, 6% . 119 5% .
Inflammable Liquids or Materials. .......... 2% ° 3% 3% 2%
Other Household Appliances................ 1% 1% % 2%
Plumbing Fixtures..................... ceee 1% .- . 1%
Structural Defects........... ............. 2% 3% 3% 2%
Fitearms. ......cooo v i, .. .. . ...
Automobile. ................ i, 1% 3% . 1%
Multiple. . ... 19, . 19, 1%
Other.......... e, N 12% 29% 19% 15%
None or Not Specified....... P 21%, 11% .. 189,
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/_jne injuries by the action of the injured
the time the accident occurred. . \

For a proper preventive program it is also

" mecessary to obtain some information re-

garding the place of occurence of home ac-

c:dents. Table IV indicates the percentage

of injuries by room or other location' on
the home premises.

Considering the: type “of . accxdcnts (sce
Table V), falls on level are outstandmg
with a total of 32 per cent. In the Pacific
Coast area, however, this item was respon-
sible for'only 16 per cent and in Canada only

" 6 per cent. :

Lastly, the study ‘included an anal)sxs of
the subjects involved in home acc:dents, as
mdxmted by Table VL

. advancement of safety.

" HomeSafetj: S 183

This survey, although mcomplete and of a

" comparatively short duration, seems to indi-
- cate that the public health nurse is in a po-
sition, because of her training and her fre-

quent contact with individual homes, to serve
as an excellent source of mformatxon re-

garding home accidental injuries. In the .

absence of official reporting ‘of non-serious
home .accidents, it is reasonable to suppose
that we can look upon the visiting nurse as
an effective instrument in the collection of
data of this nature. Because of her training
in the field of prevention and because of ther .
close educational contact “with individuals
in the homes she visits,.she is als6 in an ex-
cellent position to utilize this- experjence in
a useful and constructive manner fobr}’fﬁw
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HOME SAFETY ACTIVITIES OF SELECTED NATIONAL
GROUPS

The Amencan Red .Cross

By RICHARD W. THRUSH : -

-

—~ 7
¢ Y

Assistant Director, First Aid and Life Saving, American National Red Cross, 2

“There have been safe practices of one kind
and another about the places where people
live since the beginning of home life—there
is too close a relationship between accident
prevention and self-preservation for it to
have been otherwise. But admitting all
this, safety for the home, as compared
with industrial safety. or highway safety,
for' instance, has lagged ternbly behind
the improvement and the conveniences of
modern home life and the fast moving
times in which we livee In fact we can
well say that home safety has not only
lagged but has been, to a great extent,
forgotten as a definite effort while we have
been busy about many other matters.

'I'he first responsibility in the direction
o} safer conditions in and about our hames -

and toward a better set of habits and atti-
tudes ' for accident prevention lies in the
- creation of an awareness of the problem.
But awareness of accident hazards is only
a part of the beginning. Along with a con-
- sciousness of what .causes the accldents

" (wluch result in some 32,000 daths in our,

. l

Washmgton. D.C.

homes each year) must be developed a
determination that these accidents in a very
large measure can.and shall be prevented.
¢The whole effort needs to be individu-
alized. The very nature of our home life
indicates this. We have no group or organ-
ization responsibility here as exists in in-
dustry, -no set of laws and regulations as
in dealing with traffic. Those of us who
concern ourselves about this particular phase
of safety realize more and more how in-
direct- and almost subtle our approach to
the home must be, however well inten-
tiéned our purpose. .

From the standpoint of the Red Cross
it .appears' that we have an opportunity
and a peculiar responsibility because of the
very nature of our organization set-up.
There are 3,700 Red Cross Chapters in the
United States. Frequently they are on a

. county basis, but.since there are only about

3,200 counties there are _considerably more
Chapters than counties; in other ‘words the
Red Cross Chapters quite completel} cover
the entire country.

o,
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Locally those wlfo are interested in the -

Red Cross are interested, too, in the other
worth while community activities, and by
the same token the members of other groups
are interested in what the Red Cross does.
Also, there are more than eight-and-a-half
million boys and girls enrolled in the
Junior Red Cross, so that we have an alto-
gether natural service program relationship
with the schools in particular through this
medium.

The accomplishments of the Red Cross
in its training programs related to safety
are rather well known. It is worthy of
note, however, that 656,803 persons com-
pleted courses in first aid and in water
safety last year. That means that for each
working day more than two thousand cer-

tificates were issued for courses that had

been completed in these sub;ects. This work
in first aid and in water safety is mentioned
because it does have a direct bearing upon
safety at home. For example, if a man is
trained in first aid in an industry, he does
not leave at the plant the lmowledge he
has acquired when he goes home in the
evening. -

But specifically the Red Cross has a
program designated as Home and Farm
Accident Prevention ‘which is designed to

contribute to the efforts- bemg made’ for -

home safety. Incidentally, in linking the
farm along with the home it is well to keep
in mind that while, in this instance, we are
giving thought to an occupation, at the

same time it is an occupation which is more -

closely associated with home life than is
true of any other occupation. Or to r.everse

- the picture, the home life of 2 farm family

is not confined to the four walls and pos-

sibly a yard but includes the barn,_the

orchard and everything. to the far line

fences. More deaths occur in farming acci--

dents than in any other occupation.

The approach to home and farm accident
prevention, as we ‘see it, is through educa-
tion, just as this has been true in First Aid
and in Water Safety. When we think of
education, we think both of children and
of adults. With this in mind it is our pur-
pose to cooperate with the schools, with
young people’s organizations, and with ahy
adult groups interested or who may be
interested in the problems of home safety
both urban and rural.

Whatever there has been or is in our

program in the nature of campaign has
bemmantasasteppmgsmnctohngher
levels of interest and accomplishment. The
emphasis is upon year-around. program de-
velopment and such seasonal hazards as
need particular attention at. parucular tunes
in the year.

To assist schools and youth groups in
their efforts a pamphlet on home and farm
accident prevention is provided to teachers
and leaders. Four hundred thousand copies

of this pamphlet were distributed last year_

as a part of definite programs developed
in or through the Chapters. Based upon the
information and the stimulation provided
through the use of this material between
nine and ten million check-lists of common

hazards were distributed. Also 88,000 posters -
reading, “Then' Safety Depends on You,”.

were provic

On the adult side of the program 19,000
copies. of “Group Discussion Material—
Home and. Farm Accident Prevention” were
used last year, Courses have been developed
for the training of adult leaders to carry
our program in Home and Farm Accident

~Prevenﬁon.and'astarthasbmmadein

a more formalized presentation of this sub-
ject to adults in P.T.A., Granges, Service

Clubs, and in a multitude of community .

groups ready-maie and otherwise. ]
We have taken pains t¢ provide much

. publicity for both the press.and the radio

and are regularly issuing a news-letter,
“Home and Farm Accident Prevention.”

In addition to the material produced and
provided by our own organization we dis-
tributed last year through our Chapters
55000 of the Forestry Sefvice posters,
“Yours in Trust.”

Just recently we have completed a series
of 14 nation-wide radio broadcasts. This

. progx:am.“ListmandLive,”provedtobe
a very interesting project with a high re-
- sponse from all sections of the country.

We had excellent cooperation from a vanety

of organizations and governmental agcnc:es )

in this series.

All along the line we have had excellent
relationship with the schools. We are glad.
to have them understand that the Red Cross

is endeavoring only to help them with 2~

problem and with a program in which they
themselves are interested. The same thing
applies to the youth organizations. The
National Safety Council has been most

helpful.
on home
be much

‘We ar

For instz

informed
ership in
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¥ “ful. Without the.material they develop
¢. ome and farm accidents there wouldn’t
bemud:mthewayofdzrecuonals:gns. .

- Wearelmrmgmuchaswegoalong'
Formslaneenoﬂzmz:smorenmpoﬂantthan-

mformed, interested and active local lead-
ership in this field. We know too that there '
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is no more important place to contribute
to the individual and general morale than
through safer "and - oonsequenﬂy stronger.

‘homes. We recognize ‘in the words of W.

H: Cameronmareoented:tonal,“Wemust
go at this business of safety as though
it were a life-long job—which it is!”

Boy Scouts of Amenca
By FRED C. MILLS
Director, Health and Safety. Boy Scouts of America, New York City

The home safety program of the Boy
Scouts of America is so completely inter-

‘woven with every other part of its health
and safety activities that it
-separate it, for we have proceeded on the
premise that each part of that program ‘gave
support and impetus to the whole. -

But here are a few facts and points which
may help you better to understand our work.
We have a three part program of halth
and safety:

1. Protection of Scouts; 2. Edncat:on of

Scouts; 3. Service by Scouts.

Our No. 1 point in protection is the med-
jr~*.examination of each Scout in order to

| )his activities if necessary. This I men-
tion because of its importance toevery sort’

of accident prevention.

Every Smtgetssomcbomesafetym-
suucuonandevayonetecumﬁrstand
uammgasapartofhnsadmwnentpro-
gram to First Class rating. .

. From there on up a knowledge of it’is
mandatory.

In 1939, lOlM Merit- Badga ‘were -

earmned by Scouts in the following subjects,
all of which have to do to a very great ex-
tent ' with home. safety, even  including
Marksmanship, a major portion.of which is
safety with firearms in and out of the

house: Firemanship, F'rst Axd. Marlsman

ship, Safety.
: Bmdsthae,butverydoselyrelatedto
them, are the Personal and Public Health,
Skiing and Swimming Merit- Badges of
whnehSS,SNwereamedmlm

- While I take pride in this report because |
- of the fine work done.by the Scouts who
acquired those skills and the.leaders who
taughtthem,l feelveryhumblewhenl

is dificult to

coasider the growing fatality list and I ask
myself what excuse we have for not having

donemore.moreandstxllmorewnthour'

opportunities, . .
I ask myself why I sce on the program
today the names of but six national organ-

izations making reports rather than 66 or -

even 666 and in all seriousness I wonder if
it is to a considerable extent our fault.

‘Where -are reptauuam of that most
powerful influence in {hmnan affairs—the
churches of Amerim—-iﬁany of whom and
pechaps all are interested in the temporal
as.well as the spiritual welfarc of their
people.

Where are the raual group representa-
txvs—-Negros, Mexicans? They
are counted in the toll of dead and injured.

Where are the. rcprsenlatxm of Rural
America in whose dwellings most of these
home accidents occur? Why are not the

. 'representatives of the Farm Bureau, the 4-H.
- Clubs and the Granges here? :

And the frateriial and Young Women's.

and Young Men's orgamnhons? Where are

they?
Perhaps our organization ' thh :ts great

influence among these otbet organizations
has somehow. failed to stimulate their in-

terest. Certainly there has bekn a failure |

somewhere, They are not here but they
should be. The help of every single group is
needed. What s the answer?

I wish to submit to the Home Safety Com-~
mittee of the National Safety Council the
recommendation that the following informa-
tion be made available for the gmdanoe of
tl;:se organizations who c00perate in this
effort: .

1. A definition of the home as .it has to

1
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do with safety: Does it mean the house in
which we live or the house and yard, out-
buildings and barns or perhaps the whole
farm property, or does it mean the neigh-
borhood surrounding the house?

2. A breakdown of accidents. into kinds
and then into causes in so far as they are

Home Safety Program of the United States Housing Adithority

known.

3. An apportionment of work to various
cooperative organizations. Of course there
will be overlapping of effort, but that can
be constructively coordinated if we talk the
same language and teach the same methods
and strive for the same common end.

e

By HOWARD L. WHITE )
Management Review Division, Umted States Honsmg Authority, Washmgton, D. C.

Effective safety standards in project de-
sign and management are prerequisites of
good public housing. This statement briefly
sums up the attitude of the United States
Housing Authority toward the question of
safety in its present large-scale slum clear-
ance and rehousing program.

Under this program 193 locally appointed
housing authorities have or are now de-
veloping 467 projects of 154,209 homes.
Construction has started on 276 projects of
which 75 projects, totaling 29,559, homes,
are either occupied or about to be tenanted.
n .addition, 49 projects formerly con-
structed by the PWA Housing Division and
now under the general jurisdiction of the
United States Housing Authority, are in
operation.

The safety record of pubhc housing in
the United States has been exceptionally
favorable. On the basis of. one and one-half
vears of accident experience, rate reductions
of 98 per cent on liability coverage and 59
per cent on fire coverage were allowed on
blanket policies for 44 occupxed _projects.
" These " reductions represent savings - over
average fire insurance costs for apartment
buildings and savings over original 25 per
cent preferred rates on liability costs.

A study of the 1939 accident records for
the 499 PWA Housing Division Projects
under USHA jurisdiction indicates, how-
ever, that there are great opportunities for
further reducing accident hazards in the
low-rent housing field. These projects
housed 69,923 people during the year. Their
accident reports list one fatality and a total

of approximately 129 accidents and 61 fires -

resulting in injuries and/or property damage
within project boundaries. An analysis of

Sauses indicates that 40 of the accidents and .

36 of the fires might have been prevented
by safer planning and designing.

. We realize that as more projects are
completed and occupied the problem of
safety for tenants and operating personnel
becomes relatively more important. In addi-
tion to humanitarian considerations, eco-
nomic savings to tenants which can be re-
alized through the elimination of accident

hazards are highly desirable. In view of the .

limited income of the average family in Jow-
rent housing projects even a temporary
loss of income because of an accident may
result in extended economic hardship.
The initiation, development and manage-
ment of public housing projects are vested
in Local Housing Authorgjties. The respon-
sibility of the United States Housing Au-
thority is one of a banker who has loaned
money and wishes to protect his invest-
ment. In protecting” this investment the
United States Housing Authority has found
it necessary to set certain standards and
policies with which local authorities are ex-

pected to conform. It is through these pol-

icies and standards, as well as through ad-
vice and counsel, that we are able through
our dealings with local housing authontxs
to foster safety considerations. |

We in the United States Housing Author-
ity are concerned with lome safety at two
definite stages. Durmg the development and
construction of a project we are interested
in the safe design of dwellings. After the
project has been completed and has entered
the management period we are interested
in conducting safety education activities
and rectifying any mistakes in design which

might have been overlooked during the de- .

velopment of the project. Let us first con-
sider the development or construction stage,

aT
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; }counselmg with Local Housmg An-
thudties 2nd in the development of written
guide materials, the United States Housing
Authority has made a special effort to con-
sider safety in the design of housing proj-
ects. These many separate recommendations
appearing in specifications and bulletins not

spec:ﬁcally concerned with safety have re-.

cently been brought together in a document
-entitled “Planning for Safety.” Design sug-
gestions which have evolved from the

operating experiences of our earlier projects

have also been included.

Of the many design factors which we have .

considered important to safe construction
and operauou, only those pertaining directly
to home safety will be of interest to this
group. Some of the ‘more important of these
are as follows:

1. Locating residential bmldmgs so that
first floor levels are approximately 14

inches above grade in order to avoid unes- .

sential outside steps at entrances.

2. Providing adequate dwelhng umt stor-
age facilities to minimize the necessity of

storing toys, equipment, tools and items in-

volving a fire hazard in hazardous locations.
3. Eliminating elevated porches wherever

possible, and when they are used, providing
bi=h railings of safe design with toe boards.

PCmstmctmg entrance platforms with

non-slip finishes, and with railings wherever .

<uch platforms are raised.

-\\oxdmg the use of glass panels in the
lm\er portions and in the. pushing areas of
doors.

0. \voxdmg the location of doors too

_clmc to stairs.
7. Providing well sccured screens. °

- 8. Requiring window <1!ls at last 32
inches above floor level.
9, Using strmght stair runs whenever yo5¢

‘sible, with risers and treads meetmg accept-
able safety standards,

10 Constructing continuous hand rails for

each stair run, designed to prevent clnldrm
from squeezing through. >
11. Providing non-slip floor surfacmg

12, Insmllmg bathtubs with ﬂat. anti-skid
bottoms

13. Prov:dmg grab bars in . combination -

with soap.dishes for bathtitbs ‘and shower
stalls. -

14. Locating utility close;s for “storing

-Home S’afety . 187

~medicine out of reach of small children, and
wherever possible providing a lock.

15. Locating cooking stoves at least one
foot from jambs of windows. Ranges with
open flame burners. should be located so
‘that flames will not- be subject to drafts or
in the path of blowirg curtains.

16. Selecting a type of range with oven
and broiler raised to a level which mini-
mizes dangers of stooping and lifting heavy
hot objects.

17." Avoiding low types of hot plates on

which skirts may catch fire.

18. Locating electric ice boxes and other

electrical equipment - far enough from the

sink so that their handles cannot be grasped
conveniently while touching faucets or sink.

19. Providing adequate and convenient’

" shelving, “‘most of which can be reached
without climbing on chairs or ladders, and
avoiding shelving above cooking ranges,

20. Locating -electrical switches and pull
cords in bathrooms and kitchens away from
plumbing appliances to minimize the possi-
bility of simultaneously grasping two fix-
tures which may, in the case of a faulty
electrical connection, complete an electrical
circuit and produce a shock or burns.

21. Providing adequate lighting in all
| rooms with switches placed so as to enable
persons to turn on lights before entering.

22. Providing adequate lighting for dwell-

ing unit stairways so as to minimize shadows
during descent, with three-way switches lo-
cated both at the bottom and top of stair-
ways.

23. Designing all electrical work in ac-

cordance with the National Electrical Code-

and using only thosé materials approved by
the Underwriters’ Laboratories, . Inc.

The factors which T have just enumerated

. are indicativé of the consideration engineers

and architects concerned with the develop-
ment of USHA-aided projects are giving to
the improvement of safety in the home.
After every reasonable effort is made in
destgmng a project to eliminate safety haz-

““ards, it ghen, becomes the responsibility of

‘the housmg}manager to reduce hazards
throu saf_ maintenance and operation.
However, realize that only part of the
hazards niay be met through the direct ac-
tion of management. The others are due to
human factors beyond direct control. Ten-
ants engaged in the activities of daily life

e e e $ DRI 2 LIRSS ¢ e e T

g -

e
it

e




1
a

",- . 188 . . 29th National Safety Congress -
4 ‘. ’ ’ ‘ [ . . *
R 1 . ! .
in their ?wn hoxges ::i‘x; s::’t;:'lect to a \lwide project maintenance personnel, concents:
- range of hazards, The only control.is. . Project newspapers sponsored by fenant probléms
~ § £ through the tenants -themselves. For this  organizations.or by other tenant groups have families
1HE reason’ management can make only an in- been instrumental in spreading information cal parer
gk direct approach, and this can best be done on home safety. Very few of these publica- For «
ot through a program of sofely education.  tions, however, have emphasized this type
' 1 As a part of its community relations pro- ' of material. dents al
g gram, the United States Housing Authority  One of the problems peculiar to low-cost hicycle, -
: it is concerned with the stimulation of safety housing is the presence of a large propor- i
L education activities in local housing projects.  tion of new tenants who are unfamiliar with _ commen
B These activities have developed differently  the use of stoves, refrigerators, and other Public
i in various localities. equipment provided in their new homes. pnbhc »
S Some project managers have moorporated Recognizing this problcm, the management :
;',;f ‘home safety hints and suggestions in hand- staffs of most projects have provided indi- of freqt
e books prepared for and distributed to new - vidual instruction or group instruction on roads ar
3 tenants as they move into their new homes. the safe use of equipment. This instruction church t
5 In a few cases, mimeographed: bulletins - is usually pnmded when the family moves " accidents
e . have been used to supplement handbooks.  in or soon.after. N
I3 Local chapters of the American Red Cross . Aware of the need.for a wcll-planned . - Auton
i have been very cooperative and helpful in program of safety education, the United about ot
H supplying teachers and educational materials ~States Housing Authority has been working - cidents,
,.ig for first-aid and safety courses in a number with the New York University Center for omgrrn}
SRE of our projects. Social and recreational Safety Education on the development of _5““’"8
"1 rooms provided in oommumty buildings safety education materials and .a course _were fa
1 and in other parts of the projects have been outline which will be made available to other ty:
‘ ‘5} used, for class purposes. These courses have local housing duthorities some-time in the - ing the
o3 been conducted primarily for project ten- future. The major portion of this material automob
BE ants, although some have been designed for will be concerned with home safety. Almo:
L . A A . . : by injur

:i [4

National Congress of Parents and Teachers
’ - By MARIAN TELFORD ‘

National Chairman, Committee on Safety; Director, Traffic Safety Education
Project, National Congress of Parents and Teachers; Di;ector. Education
Division, National Safety Council

£
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The National Safety Committee of the
National Congress of Parents and Teachers

some peoplewhothmkofhousmgmherms‘:_

of the Federal Housing Authority. We pro-

T LITS
§%° ;.Z-%Eﬁ&ﬁgi

i was organized approximately twenty-eight pose to make a study of the general subject. tabulatic
3 years ago. Since its inception the Committee The work of the particular governmental dent typ
o h:asmassembgsm inftirmation on tll;e Edom; ac- agency in this field will be incidental, .

cident pro t has distributed home  We conducted last a family accident
safety tests, home inspection blanks, and survey, Five mom?tfammgs gy:onmnmg -The 1
other materials.”As early as 1928 it de- at least one individual holding a member- of the ¢
~voted one part ‘of a three-part survey to  ship in:a local Parent-Teacher Association Mrs. W
home accidents. School and community participated in a three-month study of home Chicago
hazards were also surveyed at the same time. gccidents. The purpose of the study was to
Two phases of the present program wxll determine how the accident problem, widely
be discussed in this brief report. recognized as a tremend.ous social problem,
Earlier this fall the National Board of actually affects the families of representative
Managers of the National Congress voted to  Parent-Teacher members. Every state in Presii
include the subject “Housing” on the Na- the union participated in this study. Iron R3
tional Study Program. Perhaps there are Parent-teacher leaders feel they can now Couicil.
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trate their safety eﬁ'orts on specific’

\. knowntobetheprobluuso!ﬂle

funilm represented by memberships in lo-
associations. -

- For example, the survey showed that
among parent-teacher families home acci-
dents alone exceed in number automobile,

bicycle, ‘public:- and’ occupational accidents .
combined., Falls and burns were the most - i

common type of home accidents reported.
* Public - accidents—accidents occurring in

.publlcp!ambntnot mvolvmgautomobila C
~ganked )

 accidents!

- Automobile accidents were reponed only"'

" about one-third as frequently -as wblnc ac-
adents.abontme-smhasofuasm)um
occurring at home. However, accidents re-

‘aﬁd national - parent-m.dm- lada's.

dent types-—-home, publlc (not motor vcluc!e),

¥ ¥

- .'The home safety actmtm and materials
of the Camp Fire Girls; were described by

Mrs. W. T. Grable, Executive Secretary, -

Chicago Council, Camp Fire Girls, Inc.

motor velucle and oecupa_uoual—reports

was x.njured? These and other questions

wereuked.
“About 75 per cent of the accidents re-
ported oecurred een noon and 8 o'clock

burns appearing to be particularly haz-
ardous to infants and falls: to the. aged.
Youth of approximately lngh schoo] and

" college age were involved in the majority of

public-not-motor wehicle ‘accidents, while
their younger brothers and_sisters of ele-
mmtaryandhnghschoolageweremjnred

. while riding bicycles. Boys and men were

injured far more frequently than women
and girls, exeept in those accidents occur-
ring at home. ¢

Additional sonrces of data, such as reports

" of health, motor vehicle and police depart-
ments, are being utilized by parent-tacher

leadets in plannmg future programs.

Wehavcbeenmterstedmthewxde-
sprudexpmonof ‘ihterest in this survey.
Requests for copies of the materials used
have been received from seven national or-
ganizations, 31 states and groups of various
kinds, and five Central and South American
countnes

*

A. similar presentation in regard to the .

activities and materials of the Girl, Scouts
was made by Rosabel Busch, Program Di-
vxsxon, Girl] Seonts, Inc, New York City.

Demonstratxon Meeting, Home Safety Commxttee,
., .  Minnesota Safety Council )

Prmdmg, A. V. RoBwEnER, Supmntmduxt of Safety and Welfare, Duluth, Missabe and
Iron Range Railway Co., Duluth, Minn. ; Vice-Prwdcnt for Home Safety, National Safety

~ Coicil.
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"(Panel leader).

. through every interested
- MR. WOLD: There are two parts to the '
° accident investigation job being done by the
. Minnesota Department of Health. °
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Home Safety Panel

The home safety panel was pmented by
members of the Home Sifety Section of
the Minnesota Safety Council. Panel par-
ticipants were:

Mrs, H. W, Brodt, Home and Commumt)
Chairman, Minn. Farm Burean Federation,
Fairmont; William H. Brown, Director of
Safety, Northern States Power Co., Minne-

* apolis; R. A. Jakoubek, Field Representa-

tive, American Red Cross, St. Louis, Mo.;

- C. H. Zealand, Executive Secretary, Min-
. mesota Safety Council, St. Paul; Dr. R. M.

Bumns, Chairman, Radio Comxmttee, Minne-

_sota State Medical Assn, St. Paul; Mrs,

Ada ZLaPachek, Chairman, . Wortlungton
Safety Council, Worthington; - Frank C.
Berry, Executive Manager, Hennepin County
-Safety Council, Minneapolis;- Fheodore: F.
Wold, Director, Hotel & Restaurant Insp.
Div., Minnesota Department of Health, St.

-Paul; Ralph A. Rohweder, Assistant Sec-

retary, Minnesota Safety Councxl, St. Paul

* % %

MR. RALPH ROHWEDER: A most
logical starting place. for this exposition of
the Minnesota Home Safety Program is an
explanauon of the principles that guide our
activities.

MR. ZEALAND: The basic procedure

in the prevention of home accidents is the

same as for other safety work in that we
attempt to guide activities by the lessons
of accident experience. First, we systemat-
ically record the individual facts about
single accidents. We summarize these facts
and discover that hundreds and thousands
of accidents are the product of relatively
few dangerous acts, a few improper designs.

‘We then effect changes in techniques, pol-

icies and designs by every means at hand,
agency.

The first is a follow up inguiry into fatal
accidents, Qur Bureau of Vital Statistics
queries the attending physician or informant
listed on the death certificate of every home

.or farm accident victim. For brevity, spe-

cial forms, identified by color, are used for
each type of accident. .

The second part of our accident investi-
gation work is comprised of sampling

studies of non-fatal uuuna. We have
started this type of investigation in -Olm-
sted County, the location of the famed
Mayo Clinic. There, every accidental injury
treated by a physician is reported to the dis-
trict health officer. The health officer sends
2 detailed accident report form to the vic-
tim to learn causal facts. During the first
two months of operation 227 home and farm
accidents were reported in this county of

only 35,500 population. If the experience in .

Olmsted County is typical, there are 72,000
home and farm accident victims treated
every year by Minnesota physicians,

MR. ROHWEDER: And at that rate
there would be °4,464,000 home and farm
aecadent victims treated by physicians every

vear in the United States. The facts un-

covered in accident studies take mariy forms.
One of the most obvious uses is a list of
hazards for use in “self-inspection™ cam
" MRS. BRODT: Until recently, nearly
every organization working for safer homes
in Minnesota had its own home harzards
check list. Inevitably some homes were
checked again and again while others were

completely missed, The forms varied as to -

pomts covered. Few made definite sugges-
tions for the elimination of listed hazards,

So we combined and refined the best-points”
" of the various forms, added new ones, and

produced a new home inspection ‘form for
housewives. It is available to every organ-
ization in Minnesota.

MR. ROHWEDER: I have noticed that a
number of the questions in any check list
concern gas and electric applxancs and their

fittings. It seems ‘to me that a direct ap-

proach is through the manufacturers and
suppliers of these materials.

MR. BROWN: Gas and electricity are

really safe servauts because the suppliers of
these forms of energy take elaborate pre-
cautions in their distribution. The voltage
of your house circuit, for. instance,: repre-
sents a balance. between safety on one hand
and transmission efficiency on the other.
For another example, odorless natural gas
is highly periumed to inform customers of
leaks. Minor service work is ‘afforded free
by . the utility. companies. .For instance,
ranges will be properly adjusted to prevent
the freeing of arbon mono:nde
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Va mta several companies are sup-
pli edncauonal safety material to schools,
scout troops and other organizations. Meter
readers offer omsxonal safety suggestions,

DR. BURNS:® Additional . cooperation
must come from builders. Perfectly safe
heating plants are possible. At least a part
of the auto garage hazard can beé eliminated
in design. And these are not the only acci-

dent possxbnlma that can be eliminated by -

an engineering approach. The United States
Housing Authority-and the American Pub-
lic Health Association have publications
containing standards of safe design for
builders. The Safety Coumcil is attempting
to supply educational material of this sort
to every architect, contractor, building
tradesman, building supply man, realtor and
home buyer. A brief list of safety pointers
for builders and buyers is in preparation:

MR.. BROWN: The enforcement of
safety standards for housmg units and fur-
mshmss is accomplished in three ways. The
first is governmental regulation. The most
important things to remember about coded
‘reguhhons are that they must be liberal to
encourage building; their specifications must
‘be flexible to allow for ‘technical progress;
‘and adequate provision must be made for
administration. The last point ‘can be
str by a question. How many of

¥C. know what agency or agencies ad--

minister housing regulations in your. com-
mnmty’ .

A second variety of regulation is lmposed
by ﬁmncmgagmustlntrefusealoan
upon any structure not meeting theu- speci-
fications. Home loan executives in Minne-
apolis inform me that safety and utility are
parallel eonsxderahons in their inspection
_program. K

The third type of enforcement is the type
administe‘red by testing and approving agen-
cies which owe most of their power to pub-

fic respect. One such agency is the Under-‘-

writers’ Labo:atones.

~ MR.WOLD: The Hotel: and Restaurant

Inspection’ Division of the Mimesota De-
partment of Health has authority to require
certain types of fire escape installations on
hotels, lodgmg houses, and resorts. In some
cases it‘is necessary that our Division .ob-
tain the eooperanon of the State Fire Mar-
shal’s office in. enforcing compliance thh
proper fire escape regulations, such ‘as in
combination hotel and apartmcat houses,
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where part of. the buﬂdmg is subject to our
regulations and the balance under. other law
enforcement agencies. The State Industrial

-Commission can inspect hotels. and apart-

ment houses for the safety of employees.
Nevertheless, for all this authority, the only
city in Minnesota in whlch every dwelling is
regularly mspected is St. Paul—and St.
Paul which is one of the oldest cities, hav-
ing many apartment houses, hotels, and mul-
tiple dwellings, by its nature highly sus-

'ceptible to_fires, has the seventh best safety

record in the country.

MR. BERRY: Even without oﬁual home
inspection, Minneapolis won an award in

the U. S. Chamber of Commerce Fire
‘Waste Contest last year, and -we are now

working for home inspection. Many of our !
home safety activities are conducted by vol- ;
unteer groups. The anapoln; Boy Scouts
distribute safety literature and ‘maintain hy-
drants free of snow. The Girl Scouts con-
duct a home hazard rémoval project. The
Campfire Girls learn how to live safely as
part of “lmng efficiently.” A playground
organization, “The Knights of Safety,” pro-

“vides safety training primarily through an
‘advancement program. '

‘MRS. BRODT: Minnesota clubs incor-
porate ‘both safety projects and safety ac-
tivities in their program. Altogether, 35,250
club members representing every county in

“the state "took saféty last year. .That is,

three-fourths of the total 4~-H membership.

: Typical of their activities were the 45 safety

demonstrations- at last year’s state fair and
the more than 200 gfety demonstrations at
county fairs.

MR. JAKOUBEK:: The Campﬁre Girls
during the. past year have nationally cele-

brated and worked out their birthday
"project entitled “Skillful Living.” The Min-

nesota girls selected two activities: “Safety
Through Home Handicraft Projects” and
“Safety Through Knowledge of Contribut-
ing Municipal Agencies.” Under the first
heading the gn'ls studied and rectified haz-
ardous conditions around their homes by a
direct contribution of such’ thmgs as safe
knife holders, hot pads, securing rugs and
many other handicraft projects too numer-
ous to mention. They also studied, under
the direction of experts from public service
agencies, the proper care and use of elec-
trical appliances, gas equipment and water
facilities. Knowledge of fuse boxes, gas

shut-offs and smxlar pomts were dxscussed
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" lic service activities.. The sale of. m
“GO-FOR-SAFETY” emblems to the citi-:
zmsoflﬁnnsoﬂtoawakmandctuﬁem—,
terest ‘in’ safety was ofie. - Distribution of -
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In the second chs:ﬁm of dfort
toward “Skillful Living™ ﬂxeglrlssnncyeh.
under guidance and in"groups, various pub-
lacsermeeagmustolumﬁrsthandabdut
themannfach:reandnseohhepmdnctsof
these agencies. .
BoySooutsdevelopedthareontﬁbnhon
toward the safety of “Minnesota -
through the merit badge prograin. Nearly -
5000 awards of this nature were issued ‘in".
thepastyaronmweovermgotdosdy
allied to safety. -
Addedmﬁnseﬁortwuennmemuspnb-

RedesHomeandFamAeudthre-
vention_posters. and Fire Prevention Week
posters was another. ‘A home check list for:
individnal home inventoty of hazards and a

"dleckof!nzardsattroopmeehngphees

developedmudzmterstammgtheboy&

10.740 ptats::lnf:;!E '1939-1940." -

D&BURNS'hthesdmk aounmmae .

ofhomeecommcsmdmhasmetmddxs-

wssed muns of : uuectmg pnnuphs of

deudedtlntﬂueeopuahusmnew-

Parades and - demonstrations carried - -hutlm

boys' eEortsmtheamuonofadnltFand
many fathers received valuable infortnation
from their soris when the boys conducted a" -
ﬁwnrmssnfetyprogramfor!nncheonand
social groups composed of men.- :

The Girl Seomworkonpmjectsre!‘aud g
. to their homes and environments and cmte '
exhibits and displays. :

MRS. LaPACHEK : The Family Aeudent
Survey of the National Congress-of Parents ..
and Teachers was a home safdy “activity.
P. T. A. meetings evcrywhere in Minnesota
are often devoted ‘to saféty. Lately the de--.
mand has been particularly fo:)wawsnfdy

speakers, home safety movies’ and'lmne th|s33.565ﬁnn
safety literature. . of. farn

The Federated Womens (:lubsq‘hm pro--;
moting . home ™ safety. In Redwood . Falls -
everyclnbdevoteslSmnmtaofevm-ymeet
ing to home safety. In Duluth, a:club’ con-

'dnctsahomemfetysmpshotoomst. ‘The .

Federation’s State Fair .booth"was parfly
devoted to -home safety. - The Fedu'atwns
convention program mcludes home safety. - .

The American Leglon Auxiliary devoted

. a conwention session to home safety. ..

The Mimnesota Home Economics Associa-.

© tion devoted convention g:metohomesafety

commumtyHomeSafewCouwstmtwo
purposes. . It arotises . civic. concern - for. the

hommdmtmoblemandnmmde- .
-velop - standards of cmnmmny actmty for-

ﬂ:eprcvmnonofthesemslnps.

Theeontestnsamﬂdnngoﬁhomaeu-"
dmttewrdsbymhm anim—_

.Towns and ahes oompete mAgmupsac-

mrdmgtopopnhhon.
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