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Yet this in no way diminishes the importance of
Diesel's contribution and the pioneering eforts of those
who brought his engine to commercial fruition. Like
many others whose inventive genius is remembered in
popular legend, he came on the scene at a time pecu-
liarly suited to his talents. By the power of his person-
ality and his missionary zeal, he set the wheels of engi-
neering progress turning faster.

While the purist-may quibble as to just how much
the present-day *diesel” owes to the man who gave it
ita name, there can be no doubt that he played a far-
reaching part in oil-engine dével and that the
year 1898 is worthy of commemoration as a major mile-
stone in its history.

In @ world ever hungry for more power and better
ways of producing it, the diesel has, in fifty years, won
its spurs as a stationary prime mover, in ships, on the
rails, in mobile machinery, and on the highways, It
played an ding role in winning World War I1
and stands ready to help win the peace.

To the practical engineer, the history of the diesel,
however fascinating, must take second place to its
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p -day possibilities. For this reason, POWER cele-
brates this golden anniversary by providing, in the
following pages, a concise survey of modern pi’actice
—how diesels work, how they are built and how they
may be put to practical use to lower power costs.
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