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April 23, 1992

Mg, Carol Brownor cu T i .
Adminigtyator (A-100) . : - R
U,8. Environmental Protoobion Agenoy RERE C

. 401 M, Street SW - - ,

.Washington, DC 20460

R

Dear Ml BrOWnorl '

New data from aoveral atudioa by Burcpean govcrnmonta _ .
indicate.that huge quantitiew of dioxin-and related'ce ounds are
- preduced in the manufacture of faedstocks for -the’ plaatie
polyvinyl chloride (PVC). . Assuming that tha facilities. studied .
arxe repraaentative of other plants -~ including those-in the - -
' U.8, -- . manufacture of PVC may be the world’s largest single
. #puxce’ of ‘dioxin, (To our knowledge, the only dioxin source that
would . rival PVC preducticn would be incihoration )  These data.
: are -gummarized in. the. encleoged.- -report, "DIQXIN FACTORIES: A
- study of.- the Creation.and Dischirge of Dioxing:and Othor '
.Organochlorinol from the Produdtion of PVC, ¥ .

Dioxin, relntcd compounds, and other highly toxic orggno-

- ohlorineatwore -found {n very large -quantities in aix etisgions,
water dimchargés, and wastes -from the ‘production of athylene. ',

dichloride and vin¥1 chlorido, the monomers £rom- which PVC is-

: produced. Currently,. the bulk of .the wastes frém thase processges

.. »are burnéd in- incinerators thlt are: not licensed to: burn dioxin-
< contaminpted walﬁes, ; . . ) e

TE;! 1ﬁ£ormahion has exkraordlnary 1mpllcationl for health _
" and the ‘environment in the-U.d. and for EPA regulatorY policy. in
© . particular. As you ixe aware, gour'agency is currently engaged '

- in 'a’Ye-evaluation'of the health and environmental threats:
.asgociated with dioxin poliution of. the environment. To dace,
that effort ‘has :evelled the. following: " . ,

oW Dioxin contamination and human exposure are ubiquitous iﬁ
.. the.U.8.; . - ,
.. % Thare" apgoars (-2 be no, aafa dode for many of dioxin': health

. e¢ffacta,’ .
% .Current: ekposures £or the gonorul U.8) po ulation are in.the

‘Fange ‘at which repzcduétive, davelopmentad, immunological

. and' carcinegenic. health effects. axe likely to occuy, The

o revelation of .a major new dioxin sourc” 4is thus of profound
! meo:t In the dovelopMont g BPA'; policy and information on.
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dioxin sources in general and in the permitting of soecific
facilities. For instance, EZPA is currently considering
permitting the construction of one of tha world's largest
new Pvec- geodstock facilitie., owned by Formosu plaltics, in -

Point Comfort, X,

© We axe thus requesting u. 8. EPA to take the following
actions:

+ Launch an investigation of tha: production of undesired

' .erganochlorine by-+products --'ineluding dioxins -~ in the
manufacture of PVC.chémical feadstocks. The regults of thess
tests should bé published and released, and should include
data on quantities of organochloxine by-products formed and
releaged through all potential .discharge pathways. '

% Include this information in the source identlfication effort
"in the agency's ongoing dioxin reassessment; -

* Inform the communities surrounding these’ facilitiea of
the likelihood of previously unknown dioxin exposures and

the posgibility sf sawisus khvezts £5 piblic health,

* Declare a moratorium ‘on new or expanded EDC/VCM/PVC
facil;tiee, until all questions rxelating to raleases of and
exXposures to organochlorine. by-products are resolved;

+ Immediately classify wastes from tha production of PVC
‘feedstocks as dioxin-containing wastes and require theiz.

" disposal in facilities licensed to handle them,

* If the EBurcpean resultd are confirmed fox V.8, facilititl,
formulate plans.for the phasa- out of exieting Pvc-feedatock

~ production !ucilities

Because of the extraordlna health implxcations of this
in!ormation, we, raquest an expedited reply. ' Thank you for your °
attention to this .matter, and do not heoitate to contacb us for

furthar in!ormation

For the Eazth, . I

Pat Coétnoﬁ :
Reseazch Director
‘'US Toxios Campaign
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