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To: Johnm P. Finklea, M.D., Director, N.X.0.S.H. 9

From: John H. Lewis, #.D., M.I.0.S.E. physician ass vché__r,,ff

X \
- on ‘A'q7 . A

to the Division of Occupatisnal Hyciene, Departeritial \

of Lator and Industrles, Commonwealth of ilassachusstts

Suibject: Honsanto Polymers and Petrochemiieals Comprany, Indian

Orchard, lizss,.

Date: Septemter 9, 1975

. ——

Since July of this pear, this office has been
informed of eighty-six deaths among past workers at Monsanto,
Indian Orsrard. This inforrmation was nrovided Ly X.0.8S.H.A.,
Commiitze for Occupational Safety and ilealth Action, a group

of worlers fcecrnmed at the tine of the vinyl chloride alert to

coordinate irnformation on wori-related hrealth protlems. This
group hns no official connection witn the union.

The data were ottained from active a2nd retired lionsanto
workers who recalled fellov voriers in the vinyl .chloride and
PVC orerations vho had died of any cause., IZighty-six of these
deaths vere confirmed bty finding a Massachusetts death certificate,
and the causes of death were tatulated. These dlagnoses are
shown in the tatle using the I.C.D. code nunters (eifght revision).
"Winyl Chloride" workers wvere szid to have worked in tuilldines
84, 88, or %2 in vhich vinyl ciloride monomer s used. "P.V.C.
fatrication” workers vere said to have worked in tuilding 85 in
vhich V.C.M. was rot uced. "Mlaintencnece" workers were saild to
have worked in any of the above tuildings.

Amorig workers said to have vorlked in P.V.C. fatrication
(tuilding 35), 27.5% of the deaths, 14 of 51, were from cancer.
This compares to 16.5% of deaths caused LYy cancer nationally.
Furtherniore, 4§ of these 14 cancers were pancreatic. Cancer of the
pancreas accounts for only 5.5% of cancer deaths naticrally.

O0fficers of ¥onsanto, Indian Orchard have teen infornmed ~
of this apparent excess of cancer deaths, and they have expressed
doubt atout the rerorted emrloyment history of some of the de-
ceased vorkers. They have teen asked to permit review ty this -
office of the comrlete employment records for the P.V.C. fatri-

catlon area. Employment records of the deccacsed worlers have also

been recuested. We propose to investigate the mortality experience
anong these werkers by means of a2 cohort study. e :
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¢e: Paul Alvarado, N.I.O.S.H. SV 0020801
Paul E. Bureau, Monsanto
K.0.S.H.A. . S _
Electrical, Radic, and Machine Workers, Local 288



