
e ffe c t iv e  June 1, the S tate of J-i.ryliP.il made i t  unlawful to s e l l  toys snd p layth in gs, 
g -c lu d in g  ch ild ren 's  fu rn itu re , f in ish ed  with any m aterial contain ing "lead or 
other substance o f a poisonous nature from contact with v.'hicls ch ildren  ray he in -

.ffected ,"  u n less  such a r t ic le s  are so lab eled  as to show that the f in ish  
contains lead or other poisonous substance.
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s a . rirsinal s ta tu te ,, and no adrir .istr s t iv e  agency i s  author iced  to issu e regu
- -n f*. . . mi or e s ta b lish  the percentages of v*.nous tox ic  m ateria ls that m y  sa fe ly
: od in f in is h e s  that w il l  not require the use o f vrsm irg lab e l s .

State department o f H e-lth  has undertnhe-n the enforcement o f th is  la v  -  enforce­
ment in the sense o f  p o lic in g , w ithout in terp re ta tio n . I t  has d isclaim  -:-d r." o . i t y  
to issu e  r eg u la tio n s , and has pointed  out taint in Maryland, in crim inal cases,
ju r ies  are judges o f both the lav  and the fa c ts ,  and th a t no jury would be bound by
my action  or opinion o f the department.

Toy and furn iture dcoders in  Maryland have demanded gua.rar.toos o f non-injurious f in ­
ishes from manufacturers, who in turr. have demanded assurances from members o f th is
industry . Some o f our members have sought sim ilar assurances from rav m aterial man­
u factu rers. So fa r  r-.c v/e lmtovr, none leave been given.

The problem is  d i f f i c u l t .  Some in terp ret th is  la v  as req u irin g  a la b e l i f  a f in is h  
c. •heins any lead, fo r  er'rrple, regard less o f percentage. Me have in terpreted  i t  
“ore m.: r o \ly  - as requ iring  la b e ls  only •..lien f in ish e s  contain  I : -5!  or c'v.c-r ; u n -  
0“ s cubst'-'oe from c in ta ct w ith • -rich ch ildren  nay be in ju r io u s ly  a ffe c te d . dhis 
i •■ ti-rgret-.t-ien i s  supported by an u n o ff ic ia l opinion b y -th e  Attorney C-cnoral of 
Mv.ylmd to the S tate department o f Health. Me bear in  r in d , ho1 e v e r , fu st in ih .y -  
*• ••*. ‘ho j. - ■ '0 are j \  Igos of both las: and fa c t .

"■'ip s ar. r : -e ly  d i f f i c u l t  la v  to oppose. It had paten t fa u lt s ,  end they v .ve  
godded  out, but the purpose, to p rotect ch ildren , vas laudab le, and could not be 
opposed. The bach-ground was unfortunate. The Health department had a record o f  
th irty -on e cases o f load  p o ison in g  o f ch ildren  in  19^8, four of vhon d ied . Ten 
t ' ' o s  'save beer, reported  th is  year. Tire d a ltiu o rc  C ity H ealth department records 
"hos.' a to ta l of 2 1 3  cnees o f lead  poie-or.iisg in ch ildren  ussier ten years of age since  
1931. including 7& deaths. I t s  b u lle t in  appearod v is ile  the b i l l  vas b efore the 
le g is la tu r e . Me are s c e p t ic a l  o f the dir.groses but unable to d ispute then.

It • mss Id b.ave been imprudent to gooir.t out tlsat the exposure from to.-s a id  .ch ildren '» 
fu sv itu re  is  n e g lig ib le  and tlsat ch ildren  can contact other f ia is i .e s  about the ■ iu -e ,  
diu.t mould have in v ite d  broader le g is la t io n  r e s tr ic t in g  the use o f load , she M ltd — 
more Health department in the May issu e  o f "Health ITo’-'s" Isas already-acred per oats:

"Use only p a in t which doe6 not contain lend for  rep a in tin g  indoor su rfe : a s , 
fu rritu rc or t c y s .B

■ - j  1 .m't for  indoor use u n less  i t  i s  fr e e  from lend."

I _ *■ Tt'?.;u;vc olu pa in b from window s i l l s  before r epa. in: t ir.g w ith len d -i see paint
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V.'e do n o t  Itr.ovf enough about th e  t o n i c i t y  o f  th e  v a r io u s  m a te r ia l s  u sed  by car  : 
d u s tr y .  H e r e to f o r e ,  th e re  has beer, r.o o;  racier . fo r  such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  V.'e 
.h c u ld  Vcr.ov: •nore.

I f  cv.ch l e g i s l a t i o n  appears  e l r e v h e r e , i t  V o r . ld  seem p r e f e r a b le  to  have a l a v  ■: 
fen ced  by  an a d m in i s t r a t i v e  agen cy  v.-ith v;h.ich the  in d u s try  cou ld  d e a l .  As sue: 
arena” voulA p r o b a b ly  Icr.ov l i t t l e  or  n o t h in ;  o f  the t o n i c i t y  o f  our m a t e r i a l s , 
vou ld  be ' - e l l  f o r  t h i s  in d u s tr y  to  I mow f.s much a s  p o s s i b l e  and be prepared  to  
n r . ' .c t ic a l  g u id a n c e ,  -he  S c i e n t i f i c  S e c t io n  Vans beer, enp lcr ir .p  a l l  so u rces  o f  ■ 
In fc  run t ie r .  and the  C er ic  M a te r ia l s  Ccar.itt e e  v i l l  d o u b t le s s  t?l:e the problem \
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