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effective June 1, the State of J-i.ryliP.il made it unlawful to sell toys snd playthings,

g-cluding children's furniture, finished with any material containing "lead or

other substance of a poisonous nature from contact with v.'hicls children ray he in-
ffected,” unless such articles are so labeled as to show that the finish

contains lead or other poisonous substance.

s a .rirsinal statute,, and no adrir.istrstive agency is authoriced to issue regu
:fi or establish the percentages of v*.nous toxic materials that my safely
:od in finishes that will not require the use of vrsmirg labels.

State department of He-Ith has undertnhe-n the enforcement of this lav - enforce-
ment in the sense of policing, without interpretation. It has disclaim-d r" o.ity
to issue regulations, and has pointed out taint in Maryland, in criminal cases,
juries are judges of both the lav andthe facts, and that no jury would be bound by
my action or opinion of the department.

Toy and furniture dcodersin Maryland have demanded gua.rar.toos of non-injurious fin-
ishes from manufacturers, who in turr. have demanded assurances from members of this
industry. Some of our members have sought similar assurances from rav material man-
ufacturers. So far r-c vie Imtovr, none leave been given.

The problem is difficult. Some interpret this lav as requiring a label if a finish
c. *heins any lead, for er'rrple, regardless of percentage. M have interpreted it
“ore m.:ro\ly - as requiring labels only s.lien finishes contain 1:8 or c'v.c-r ; un-
0“s cubst'-'oe from cintact with e-rich children nay be injuriously affected. dhis

i mti-rgret-.t-ien is supported by an unofficial opinion by-the Attorney C-cnoral of
Mv.ylmd to the State department of Health. M bear in rind, holever, fust in ih.y-
* & ‘ho j. -1'0 are j\ Igos of both las: and fact.

"wip s ar r: -ely difficult lav to oppose. It had patent faults, end they v.ve
godded out, but the purpose, to protect children, vas laudable, and could not be
opposed. The bach-ground was unfortunate. The Health department had a record of
thirty-one cases of load poisoning of children in 1978, four of vhon died. Ten
t''os ‘'save beer, reported this year. Tire daltiuorc City Health department records
"hos! a total of 213 cnees of lead poie-or.iisg in children ussier ten years of age since
1931. including 7& deaths. Its bulletin appearod visile the bill vas before the
legislature. M are sceptical of the dir.groses but unable to dispute then.

It enmesld b.ave been imprudent to gooir.t out tlsat the exposure from to.-s aid .children'»
fusviture is negligible and tlsat children can contact other fiaisi.es about the miu-e,
diu.t mould have invited broader legislation restricting the use of load, she MIltd—
more Health department in the May issue of '"Health ITo-'s" Isas already-acred peroats:

"Use only paint which doe6 not contain lend for repainting indoor surfe:as,
furriturc or tcys.B

, -m't for indoor use unless it is free from lend.”

'?.;u;ve olu painb from window sills before repain:tirg with lend-i see paIH{'T

2 '""s "™ -st for hr:, lsgislatton. di.e po3::bjlity that vh.-r s', t--s
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Ve do not Itr.ovf enough about the tonicity of the various materials used by car
dustry. Heretofore, there has beer, r.o o;racier. for such an investigation. Ve

.hculd \crov: enore.

itVor.ld seem preferable to have a lav m

If cv.ch legislation appears elrevhere,
industry could deal. As sue:

fenced by an administrative agency v.-ith v;h.ich the
arena” voulA probably lcrov little or nothin; of the tonicity of our materials,

vould be '-ell for this industry to Imow f.s much as possible and be prepared to c-VvC
nr.'.ctical guidance, -he Scientific Section Vas beer, enplcrir.p all sources of =
Infc runtier. and the Ceric Materials Cecar.ittee vill doubtless t?l:e the problem \
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