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Toxic -
Almost
Spread
OnRoads

& _.DES MOINES, lows
#(AP) — A solvent contain
"'.'3-““‘" of & highly toxic
tance to kill or cripple
almost everyone in lows
was about to be spread or
the state’s gravel roads, ar
2official said Salurday.
». . Pete Hamlin, a state De-
® partment of Environmen-
Ll Quality official, said di-
S.saster may have been
% averted by detection of the
S substance.
= The solvent contained po:
T)ychiorinated bipheny!
v PCH). @ thick, coloriess
%and odorless liquid that is
ralmost indestructible, he
esald. PCB can cause
Scancor and birth defects if
Tingested and has been held
=responsible for deaths’
t.ihroughout the world,
:)lamlin said.

~ THE SUBSTANCE was
“histaken by 8 trucker for
¢ erankcase ofl and would
. have been spread on dusty
*"gravel roads, he said.

- Humlin said the Environ-
T méntal Protection Agency
»in’ Kunsas City iaformed
w-hivis Thursday of the 10,000-
2 galion shipment containing .
“the PCR and he located the
wiruck Friday.

= The truck's driver had
s mistakenly loaded bhis
'tanker with 3 solvent con: |
“1aing six paris per thow-
Lsand PCB, Hamlin saMd, |
S adding that the safe level
L, drinking water .is one
=pagt per trililon.

«. Fhe shipment was bound
Stor an lowa firm ihat

*contaminated food or
. wwater suplies. it could have
“'peen “catastrophic.”
v

- THE DRIVER said he

“was unaware the liquid

contained PCB when he
! epurchased it In St. Paul,

+-Minn., Hamiin said.

~ Monsanto Industrial

% Chericals Co: of St. Lowis

%is the only U.S. manufac-
Slurer of the chemical,
“Hamlin sald. It hes an-
= nounced pians Lo discontin-
Tue production by late this

* year.

" Monsanto owns the only

;inrlnerawr that can de-

Setroy the chemical, but it

Tyefuses to burn i

»PCB. Hamlin said. The

state agency will test the

4 shipment  to determine
ahere it originated, but it
*would be too good Lo be
“true if it were from Moo-
¢ santo,” Hamiin said.
.. The costly altermative
Swould be to ship it to a
chemical landfill, he said.
" "in 1968, about 1,000 Japa-

' vnese accidentally ate rice
¥ cotaminated with PCB.
> They suftered several ill
Veffects, including wicers,
o) . sweiling, Yoss of
s hatr, birth defects and
wdesth. .
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Tewa averted an “ecological

vk chemca, BCE,from bemg
oxic ical, from bes
spread over its grive) roads with
a road oil mix, said Pete Hamlin
of the lowa Department of Envi-
ronmental Quatity. A solvent
containing the chemical was
accidentally shipped to lowa
from Minnesota, but found in

. time by police.
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