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l They 209 d{fferent hydrocerbons containing frem one to 10 chlorine atoms per molecule.
They are insoluble in water, very stable Lo heat with most of ths mixturas or individusl compounds
shoving 1ittle or no tendency to burn.

Health and Environmental Hassrds: .
Realth harards to husans associated vith the manufacture and use of PCBs were reported as early as 1936.
:;_:;t;":mh.omm:x:h::':_n;'::u;;’l:g;:;qby PCB contaminated rice o1l in 1958, A!_' [y _r_n._s_mgg.‘l & number
Studies on rhesus monroys fed 2.5 to 5.0 parts per million {ppn) PCB in their diet shoved serious
reproductive effocts, facial lesions, loss of hair and enlarged livers.
¢ S0 estimated that half of a1l kmaricans carry a body burden of frox 2 to 3 ppr PCHs in their tissues.
Japen has banned al) uses of PCRs since 1972,

The 14nmit on the PCH concentration in fish for humin éommpueu in Canada 1s 2 ppm.

PCBs behave in the environmant similarly to DDT. They are absorbed from the water by organisms and
stored in fatty tissue. Txcessive residucs yore found in Groat Lakes fish in 1969,

Concentration factors for PCBs in tissug over that present in the water can be 100,000.

Yany of tho individual PCB compounds have half-lives of tens to hundreds of yesrs in the environment.

The U, 8. FDA 1imit for PCHs in the edidle portion of fish is § ppm. The concentration of PCPs in lake
trout in Lake Michigon §s 197L wss 23 ppm.
Pollowing tho ban of the use of DDT in tha eardy 70's, tho DDT levels in lake ¥ichigan fish has dropped
by 50 to 87%. ‘The concentration of PCBs in those fish s as high or higher than in 1972.
PV levels renging fram 47 to 81 ppm have been found in cerp in 17 public and private lskes throuchout
I1linois. Theso carp vere ceught in Oreon Bay, Wisconsin, from Lake Kichigan, which is thought to be
the source of the FCBs in the fish.

. It 1s thought that high PCB lovels may be thas reason for the failure of natural reproduction in lake

: trout in Lake Mjchigan. .
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Usest
Bocause of their phyeical and electrical properifes, they have found numerous industrisl and manufact-
uring uses.

Since 1972, the sole U. S. manufacturer has voluntarily limited sales exvidt for use in electrical
transformers and capscitors. An imporitant use of the capacitors is in fiuvorescent light fixtures.

Boonomic Factors: .

" The high concentration of PCBs in fish in Lake Michigen and the other Oreat Lakes jeopardizes the
salxon program in N1inoia and the antire $350 willjon, Oreat Lakes sporis fishary industry.

Bubstitutes: N
Other products, ons or more of shich can satisfactorily substitute for the different applications of PCRs,
are available from fivy different U, 8. snd foroign suppliers.

8014d stato electronic devices are being davoloped to replace the ballasts used on fluorescent light
fixtures, a major use of PCB n}led capacitors. . .

Other legislation:
Pills to ban the sale, manufacture and, in some cases, the dispossl of PCFy have been passed in Indiana
and Michigen, and are pending in ¥isconsin and Minnesota. .
The Indians lewv rocites that, "Bocausc en emargency exists, this act takes o{l‘oet on May 1, 1976."
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Sponeoring Organisations: Fcb v Comiyrnarrn

TN)inois Wild)ife Federation

American Association of Unirersity Womn

Lake County (Ind.) Fish and Care Preservation Association

Isask ¥adton Leagum

Lake Michigan Tnterleague Group of the Leaguo of “omen Voters

¥ational Councid of Jewish “toren, Ares 2L

Indopendent Votara of T1linois MONS 051318

Business ant Profossional People for Public Interest

Lake Michigan Fedoration *

Sumary of the Illinots Rill:
This bi11 sotn a tiritable for the ordarly phaoe out of the uon of PCRs temiberiala mennfactured, sold
used or dispacad of 4n Mlinoin after July 1, 1975. A cartilicats of vre <nd an nrnnzl report 211 be
reauired for produsts contnining mom than 160 ef PL¥a, The T1lirols #ollution “ond moard
wi1Y gt ratna for thn disno.al of JUMa or mat sla eonlalning J0NS., Yikdatinon of the rusulalions




