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PROS Assessment Approach in OECD

herecently ruled information on PFOS andis associated derivatives ses a umber of important
quetons regarding chica echnologyand he pproprintespto ake ightof the dessin bythe majo
manufacture to phase ut production for mst ses during he current yer.

Anentnsivsetofstudies nd the information on PFOSan ts derivatives hsbeendevelopedby 3M
Corporationand thrcompanies. Efforts re underway beteen US EPA and 3M to disibut his information
10Membercountries,possibly via CD-ROM. A group of OECD Membrcountries havedevelopedan informal
understanding fo co-ordinate forts leadingto preparation of  erecnin levels assessmenton PFOS and is
eves, These countries plan to divide responsibil for various aspects of the assessment and hen 0
combine this work to prepare a scrcning level assessment of the human and environmental hazards,
environmental fat, uses and exasures, and risk associated ith PFOS and is derivatives. This assessment
would be used to inform countriesregarding the issues associated with the possible phaseoutofspecific uses and

provide a basis for informed judgements. regarding critical uses of PFOS. This work could also contribute to

etter understandingof he isues which mstbe considered in exaluating subsiues which ae being proposed
usahemativetoPROSand isdeiativesfortheria sesawel a thr ses. To sss in this co-operative
for, the OECD Secrstaria as been requested t ask OFC) Member counties and, through IFCS, non-
Member counties to provide information regarding ongoing production, import, and uss of PFOS and its
sociated derivatives individual countries regions. Severalcounrcshavealready ntted efforts to collet
“formationon PEOS ands deatives, Countriesandindus ill ls becouragedt provid information
on potential substitutes for specif uses of POS and is derivatives. Ideally, his would include formation
regarding human and environmental hazards, environmental fie, exposures and leases, fc. of helemaives.
Since examination ofpotential substitutes is currently an ongoing effort, such information should be providedas
it becomes available.

he result of th callaborative assessment and he information bined by the Secretaria would be
reviewed na tentatively panned informal expert meeting organized by one of the collaborators possibly in a
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September-Octaber2000 timeframe. The goalofthsmeetingwillbeto prepareanassessment at a level similar

to that of a SIAR with additional interational exposure information mentioned above on PFOS and its

derivatives. The assessment will include robust study summary level information on key studies (human and

environmental hazards, pharmacokinetics, vironmental fate, biomonitoring,etc), more extensive exposureand

use information than is typicalof a SIAR under the refocused program (the information available from 3M

provides afir degreeofdetail on ongoing prodiction and uses by that company, additional information willbe

developed via the OECD request to Member countries and others; there is als relatively extensive information

onbiomonitoringwith more information expected from 3M), and an intial screening level assessmentofhazards,

exposures, and risks. The countries wil also attempt to develop inital information (and, where posible,

Judgements) regarding the critical use of this classofchemicals, consider th issues associated with and gaps

in understanding regarding proposed substitute, idenify needed steps, and develop proposals for continuing,

necessary work. The results ofthis effort would be communicated tothe Joint Meeting in November 2000 to

inform that body as to developments and to obtain guidance regarding additional activities as appropriate by

OECD.

“Theparties which have already indicated an interest in collaborating inthis assessment effort include the

United States, the United Kingdom,the European Commission, Canada, and Japan. The initial thinking regarding

division of labor for assessing existing information is as follows: health effects and pharmacokinetis of PFOS

(US) and selected PFOS derivatives (Canada); environmental effects (UK, Canada): environmental fate and

distribution (2); human biomonitoring (US); environmental (biomonitoring (Canada); exposure and uses (10 be

co-ordinated through Secretariat). Japan will let the other collaborators know as soon as it decides on areas it can

collaborate on. OtherinterestedOECDMembercounties areencouraged o indicate thir interest in contributing

to this effort, Countries are also encouraged to consider initiating new (biomonitoring efforts o further

characterize humanand environmental presence(detailsontheanalytical methoddevelopedby3Mare available.)

Consideration by individual countries and regionsof the issues presented by the possible phaseoutof PFOS and

its derivatives should continue even as collaborative work is being initiated.
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