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I wz= pleased to heer from you yéééérﬁgy,thatAcohsideration is
being given to monitoring the dust levels at 21 construction sites

zround the country &t regular 1n€égyala. -
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I should like to suggest thet some ¢f these dust samples be
. '=!=ed for esbestos 80 that not only will the total count be known
tut 2180 what fraction of the count isx asdestos,

A further point that is important at the moment 18 the type of
esbestos being used, Since there {8 some evidence (but certeinly not
enough for & dognretic stetement) that the type of asbestos mey be
{=portant in determining whether cancer 1s produced. AL this tize
ceroeidolite 45 felt to be poszidly more of & risk then chrysotile or
g=osite, In 1line with this current feeling, I ax= enclosing the
¢sntztive valueE being sugzested by the A,C,0.I.H. for the TLV for

vegtos, The reczormendztion mede {8 nothing but & proposal &t this
~e but &5 {n2tcesive of the trend of industriel hyglene thinkling,
srtunetely these tentative TLV's mre often teken as price facle
« v .2ence by lebor unions and state regulatory bodies, A further
gtrew in the wind ia a recent report on esmoking emongst &sbestos
workers which {ndicetes that the non-smoking asbestos worker hzs a
lghtly incressed chance of dying of chest disease cormpared with
tne non-smoxing non-usbestos worker but that the asbesios worxer who
scokes Bhows a much higher deeth rate due to respiratory dlsease than
does the smoker who 18 not exposed to asdestos,

In suwmary, it seems essential to know:

1) Tne dust exposure

2) The type o©f asbestos

T) The state of health of asbestos exposed workers 2t lezstl
at the time they are hired and &t the time of discharge.

I heve spoken to Jim Xorgan adbout the matter of reading the dust
counts, and we will be sending you & cost estimate in the near future,
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