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WORK PLACE EXPOSURE TO ASBESTOS

In a press conference held on April 17, 1980 some expected recommendations 
/ were announced to the media by a joint working group of individuals from 

1/ N10SH and OSHA. This press release was in most of the major papers last
l week.

ISgsentiftllyT-t'RIs^rilisse'B'Catedr-that-lIlQSH and OSHA were recommending 
that the work place exposure levels for asbestos be reduced from 2'fibers 
per cc TWA standard now in effect to 0.1 fibers per cc exposure level.

-------t-Mn wan, a nraMLJiwfurwi-P, wTnsp—nr.UA ppppie are using the
.wording 100,000 fibers per cubic meter rather than the 0.1 fibers per cc 
which had been used earlier. This method of expressing fiber counts 
baa been advocated by Dr. Selikoff and others in order to perhaps get 
larger headlines in the news media.

Dr. Robbins of HI0SH wrote a letter to Dr. Bingham of OSHA concerning 
its recommendations. Some may recall Dr. Robbins advocates the complete 
elimination of asbestos from the work place and all the environment.

Among the items stated in the press release and the reports are:
(1) There is no safe exposure level limit for asbestos. (2) All 
commercial and several non-commercial forms of asbestos cause disease.

They did not discuss any new information they had uncovered that 
' supported their recommendation for reducing the exposure level from 

2 fibers per cc to 0.1 fibers per_cc. This is a most important move 
on the part of HIOSH and 0SHA/~ Th'eryare suggesting that a new~rule may"—. 
?e in place aq. anon aa nflx months from the date of this press release. '

This move by illOSH—OSHA coupled with the cradle to grave control approach 
of the EPA would have overvjhelming effects on our industry. Host of 
those who have worked with the occupational controls and requirements 
feel that a 0.1 fiber per cc TWA exposure level is the equivalent of no 
asbestos iu the work place. This information on the press release and 
the statements by Dr. Robbins and Dr. Bingham are enclosed for your 
information.

B. W. Drlslane 
Executive Director

Distribution: Health and Environmental Affairs Committee
Active Members (List C)
Regional Members (U.S. dues)
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