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1 Just returned from New York where two International lieetings
were held on Asbestos, the Biovingical Effects of Astestos, scenscred
by the New York Acacdemy of Sciznces from Cctober 15-21 and the meeting
of the International Union Against Cancer frcm October 22 to Oc=zoker
24 to plan and coorcinzte international research on the relztionship
astestos to cancer. :

Dear John:

O
th

I thought it woulcd be advisable to write to vou now, tecause
of the importince of the gapers presented, the information desvelcped
and the implicztions pertaining.to asbestos which warrant sericus
consideration.

- The D*cceed:ngs 0f Toth meetings will be published. It is
believed the New Yorkx Academy of Sciences publication and distribution

" may occur any time Ircm 6 =ontlis..to one vear. For the Internationzl

Union Agz2inst Cancer, this mzy occur within the next 6 mcntiits, and
there will be worldwide dist-iaution.

I shall only attempt to
evaluation of the information 2
which I consider the mos: imgser
Conference discussion, the more
the basic points macde.

provide you with an analysis anc

d data presented during trese o days,
tant. I shall defer to a later
c -

- 1. There is now agreement on an Internati onal level,

’ from the facts 2ncd evidence presented, that there
is an irreiuzzble zssociation between astestos and
cancer. At rresent®t this associaticn has “cen
establishec for czncer o the lung and cf tThe
pleura and of the reritoneum (in the fcrm of
mescthel.om2). 7Thnere is sugzestive evicdance bSut
not establisted fcr cancer oI the stemzch, colon

and rectium 21s0.
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2. There is ncw substantial evide'ce,
(mescthelicmas) have ceveloped ia er
exrcsec grcucrs, ite. due to air p
living noar astcesztos plants, znd 3ste

operaticns, bHut 16T occupatiocnalily
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e 3. Evidence has also been established for cancer
developing among members of the household, ie.
relatives of workers who-are employed in the
asbestes plants. Cancer (mesotheliomas) have
~developed among wives, laundering the work
clothes of asbestos workers.

4. There iswsually a very long latent period, ie. be-
tween first exposure and the development of the
' ecancer. Although the cancer has occurred in less
than 20 years, the elapsed time from first exposure
to development of cancer may extend to 60 years.
Cancer cases appearing now, are directly relatecd .
to the small asbexr*cs tonnage imported 20 to 40
years agzo. With the greatly increased tcnnage of
asbestos imported into the United States in succezd-
ing years frorm Canada and elsewhere, it can te
expected, 'as the requirements of the latent period
are fulfilled, taat la-ge n :mbers of lung cancer
of the lung, pleura and peritoneum in the form of
mesotheliomas.will be accumulatizg rapidly in the
United States among the populations previously.
exposed. (Evidence has also been provided of zhe
deveopmernt of mesotheliomas in individuals who were
' ' . : eXxpused tO 2s5VDe3T0S as children, while l:.vzns near
asbestos ﬁxnlng operations).
S. Suosuantlal evidence has been presented that slight
and intermittent exposure, may be sufficient to
produce cancer of the lung and of mesotheliomas of
the pleura and peritoneum, seconcdly, that askbestosis
or marked Ifibrosis of the lung due to asbestos, is -
not a pre-requisite to the development of lung cancer,
but rather that the cancers czn occur, without the
development oI such marked fibrosis.

6. Initizl findings of the nationzl study of the Upited
States Public Health Service on asbestos workers,
sutstantiates the association between astestos workers
and cancer mortality.

Although there are a numter of other points, those already
mentioned are sufficiently broad to expra2ss tue health hazorgs: in-

volved and the medical leg2l ramiiications, ia terms ol nacical
supervision, WYorlimea's Compensation, and legal liability
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\' This requi-es consicderation:dw and coordinated plannin
Philip Carey for all its operations, for its mining and mill:ing
production aad sale of its asbestos procucts.
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There sihculé be no delusien, that the problea will dis-

appear or that the consumer cr working population will no: becorne
ex and the compensation and legal liability

Y
-

aware of the 2ro

involved.
You nay wislh to discuss the broad points made, with the
I believe they would be very much interested

Philip Carey Cozpganv.
in the Ifindings presented at this Conference.
. ) ' Personal regards,
. . ) ’ /
. ( Bt
. Thomas F. Mancuso, M.D,
Research Professor
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