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The fo l lo w in g  i s  a  r e p o r t  b y  J oe  C o s t e l lo  on  t h e  inc id e n t  t h a t  o c­
cu r r e d  in  t a n k  c le a n in g  a t  J a c k s o n v i l le ,  F lo r id a :

"The fo l lo w in g  co n ce r n s  th e in c id e n t  w h ich  o ccu r r e d a t  J a c k s o n v i l le  d u r in g 
th e  p a s t  week wh ere i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  one o f th e em p loyees o f t h e  Sta n d ­
a r d  O i l  Company ;of Ken tu cky h ad  shown e v id e n ce s  o f u n u su a l i l l n e s s  a f t e r  
h a v in g  worked  in  a  t a n k  a t  th e T a lle y r a n d  Aven ue Ter m in a l wh ich  was b e in g  
c le a n e d .

"The f i r s t  in fo r m a t io n  t h a t  we h ad  o f t h is  ca s e  was r e p o r t e d  t o  J oh n  Murphey 
Monday, Sep tem ber  27t h .  The work o f c le a n in g  th e ta n k  b ega n  Monday, Septem ­
b e r  20t h ,  an d  co n t in u e d  u n t i l  Wedn esday, Sep tem b er  22n d . At  th e t im e t h a t  
t h i s  t a n k  was c le a n e d , 11 men were em p loyed , 7 o f  whom worked  in s id e  t h e  t a n k  
a n d , in  a d d i t io n ,  t h e  fo rem an  Mr. B . C. D ow lin g, h ad  o c ca s io n  t o  go in s id e  th e  
t a n k  a f t e r  i t  was c le a n e d  t o  in s p e c t  th e w e ld in g  work wh ich  was d on e. Of 
t h e  men em ployed, in  t h i s  wor k , t h e r e  were o n ly  3 who were r e g u la r  em p loyees 
o f th e  Sta n d a r d  .O il Company o f Ken tu cky -  t h e  forem an  an d  2 t e r m in a l em p lo yees . 
The o t h e r s  were h i r e d  fo r  t h e  jo b ,  a n d  none o f  them h ad  h ad  a n y p r e v io u s  ex­
p e r ie n c e  in  t h i s  work. Th er e  were a ls o  2 w e ld e r s  who wer e in  th e t a n k  a f t e r  
i t  h ad  b een  c le a n e d , t o  make some n e c e s s a r y  r e p a i r s.  Mr. Mh Cooley w a s  p r e s e n t  
when th e  t a n k  c le a n in g  b egan  and o b se r ve d  th e com p le te  o p e r a t io n  u n t i l  th e  t im e 
th e  work was co m p le ted . He saw t o  i t  t h a t  th e  men wore a l l  th e eq u ip m en t  r e ­
q u ir e d  in  ou r  r e g u la t io n s  an d  a ls o ,  in  s e v e r a l  in s ta n c e s ,  r e q u ir e d  some o f t h e  
men who h ad  g o t t e n  wh at h e co n s id e r e d  u n n e c e s s a r i ly d i r t y ,  to  wash  and ch an ge 
t h e i r  c lo t h in g  d u r in g  th e o p e r a t io n .  At  t h e  t im e he made h is  r e p o r t ,  he s t a t e d  
t h a t  i t  was h is  o p in io n  t h a t  due to  th e f a c t  t h a t  th e s e  men were n o t  t r a in e d  
in  t a n k  c le a n in g ,  t h e y  h ad  c o n s id e r a b le  d i f f i c u l t y  in  b ecom in g a ccu s to m ed  to  
t h e  m asks an d  o t h e r  eq u ip m en t , an d  h e was h a r d  p u t  t o  keep  them from  g e t t i n g  
d i r t  from  th e  t a n k  on  t h e i r  s k in s  a f t e r  t h e y had come o u t .  T h is  was due to  
t h e i r  in e x p e r ie n ce  in  h a n d lin g  t h e m se lve s  u n d er  co nd it io n s  wh ere t h e y  h ad  t o  
b e  c a r e fu l  t o  keep  s o i l e d  c lo t h in g  from  com in g in  co n t a c t  w it h  t h e i r  han ds an d  
fa c e s .  However,; th e work p r o g r e s s e d  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y an d  a t  th e t im e i t  was 
f i n is h e d ,  t h e r e  was no in d ic a t io n  t h a t  a n y o f th e  men h a d  b e en  exp o sed  in  a n y 
d e gr e e  w h a t e ve r4
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"At  t h e  t im e t h a t  J oh n  Murphey was in fo r m ed  t h a t  one o f t h e men b a d  “b e come i l l ,  
wh ich  was th e fo l lo w in g  Monday, he was t o ld  t h a t  t his  man, M H H H V  one o f 
t h e  t em p o r a r y em p loyees, h ad  n o t  "been a b le  t o  s le ep  fo r  s e v e r s u ^ S ^ ^ ^ S l lo w in g  
th e  d a y he h ad  b een  w o r k in g in  th e t a n k . The Sta n d ar d  O i l  Company d id  n o t  
t a ke  i t  s e r io u s ly  and r e q u e s t e d  make no r e p o r t  o f it .  H owever ,
s in c e  t h is  s le e p le s s n e s s  and e îç ç e s s ^ ^ n e r v o u s n e s s in d ic a t e d  th e p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  o ccu p a t io n a l i l l n e s s ,  Mr. W Ê^ ÊÊB i n s i s t e d  upon  r e p o r t in g  i t  t o  t h is  o f f i c e .  
Th is  in fo r m a t io n * o f co u r s e , r a l^ ^ K in sm it t e d  t o  you and a f t e r  X r e c e iv e d  yo u r  
in s t r u c t io n s ,  b o th  Mr. M cCooley and I  g o t  to  J a c k s on v i l le  th e  fo l lo w in g  m orn in g.

"A ft e r  t a lk in g  th e m a t t e r  o ve r  w i t h  Mr. J ohn  Down ing, th e D i s t r i c t  Mana g e r , 
who h a s  s u p e r v is io n  o ve r  t he T a l le ^ reand T e r m in a l, i t  was d e cid e d  t h a t  
who was e v id e n t ly  i l l ,  who h a d  a ls o  com p la in ed  o f in s S ^ ^ ^ ^
t o  s le e p ,  shou ld ! b e e x a m in fa ^ ^ ^ n e S t a n d a r d  O i l  Com pan y's d o c t o r ,  D r . C. E . 
W ilco x. In  a d d i t io n ,  i t  was a ls o  d e cid e d  t h a t  a l l  of  th e o t h e r  men who had 
ta ken  p a r t  in  th e c le a n in g  o f th e t a n k  a n d  who had s in c e  b een  l a i d  o f f ,  sh ou ld  
b e  r e -em p lo yed  th e  fo l lo w in g  m orn in g on some made work in  o r d e r  t h a t  we wou ld  
b e  a b le  t o  g e t  a  ch eck  on t h e i r  p h y s ic a l  c o n d it io n  w it h o u t  un d u ly  a l a r m in g th em . 
A f t e r  Dr . W ilco î^ ia ^ œ id e  h is  r e p o r t ,  i t  was in d ic a te d  t h a t  was in  good
h e a l t h  an d  t h a t  was n o t .  I  r e p o r t e d  h is  f in d in g s  b y t S e p n o n e  t o  D r .
M ach le in  C in c in n a t i .  On Dr . M a ch le 's  in s t r u c t io n s , I  a sk e d  Sta n d a r d  O i l  Com­
p a n y to  h o ld  t h e s e  2 men in  th e  com pany so t h a t  t h ey co u ld  b e  r e a ch e d  l a t e r  
and a ls o  t o  keep  a l l  th e o t h e r  men in v o lv e d , w o r k ing. Th is  was done in  o r d e r  
t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  men wou ld  b e  a v a i la b le  when Dr . Ki t z m i l le r  a r r iv e d  in  J a ckson ­
v i l l e  t h e  n e x t  d a y.

"Upon th e a r r i v a l  o f Dr . K i t z m i l le r ,  he made su ch  exa m in a t io n s  a s  he co n s id e r e d  
n e ce s s a r y  an d  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no in d ic a t io n t h a t  e i t h e r  o f th e men in  
q u e s t io n  had b eén  a f fe c t e d  in  a n y way. E v id e n t ly ,  ^■ M k e r v o u s  system  
had b e e n  v e r y  b a d ly  u p s e t  b y th e a f f e c t  o f w e a r in g  a ls o  b y  th e  n o is e
wh ich  was made in s id e  o f th e t a n k  w h i le  he was wo r kin g t h e r e .  A more com p le te  
r e p o r t  on h i s  co n d it io n  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  b e made b y  Dr. K i t z m i l le r .

"Upon co m p le t io n  o f th e d o ct o r ' s  r e p o r t ,  i t  was s u gg e s t e d  t h a t  S t a n d a r d  O il 
Company co n t in u e  to  e m p l o y a t  l e a s t  fo r  a  s h o r t  t im e , in  o r d e r  fo r  h im  
t o  g e t  o ve r  the co n d it io n  f r o ^ v m ic h  he was s u f fe r ing  an d  n o t  u n d u ly e xa gge r ­
a t e  i t  b y t u r n in g  h im  lo o s e  a g a in  w it h o u t  em p loym ent. T h is  th e Sta n d a r d  O i l  
p e o p le  a g r e e d  t o  do an d  th ey a ls o  a g r e e d  to  keep  th e o t h e r  men w o r k in g f o r  
a n o t h e r  d a y in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e y  co u ld  b e o b s e r ve d  fur t h e r .  M cCooley rem a in ed  
in  J a c k s o n v i l le  to  keep  ch e ck  on a l l  o f t h e s e  men fo r  a n o th e r  d a y a t  th e su g­
g e s t io n  o f D r . K i t z m i l le r .  D r . K i t z m i l le r  and I  r e tu r n e d  to  A t la n t a  l a s t  n i ^ i t .

" I t  i s  th e o b s e r va t io n  o f b o t h  M cCooley an d  m ys e lf t h a t  t h e  Sta n d a r d  O i l  Com­
p an y o f Ken tu cky i s  b a d ly  in  n eed  o f a  cr ew  o f t r a in e d  men to  h a n d le  t h e i r  
t a n k  c le a n in g  o p e r a t io n s . I n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ,  i t  so hap p en s t h a t  a t  t h e i r  t e r ­
m in a l p o in t s  t h e y  em p loy so few men, t h a t  t h e y a r e  n o t  a b le  to  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a  
crew o f t h e i r  own em p loyees who h a ve had a n y e xp e r ie n ce  w h a teve r  in  r e f in e r y  
p r a c t i c e s  to  do a  t a n k  c le a n in g  jo b .  I t  i s  n e ce s s a ry  fo r  them to  go o u t s id e  
a n d , a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e , due t o  the c o n d it io n  o f th e la b o r  m a r ke t , h i r e  wh at 
a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y !  b o ys  w it h  n o t h in g  b u t  fa rm  e xp e r ien ce  to  do t h i s  t a n k  c le a n in g  
work . The Company knows n o t h in g  abou t  t h e i r  h e a lt h  n o r  do t h e y h ave a n y in ­
fo r m a t io n  a s  to! how th e y w i l l  r e a c t  to  t h is  t yp e  of wor k . As id e  from  th e 
d i f f i c u l t y  o f i n s t i l l i n g  in  them  th e n eed  o f  p r o t e ct in g  t h e i r  h e a l t h ,  t h e r e  i s
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" a lw a ys  th e d an gb r  o f some u n u su a l o ccu r r e n ce  su ch  a s  t h i s  on e, wh ich  co m p li­
c a t e s  our  s a fe t y ;  p r o b lem s . I t  i s  my in t e n t io n  t o  ca l l  t h i s  m a t t e r  t o  t h s  
a t t e n t io n  o f the! p e o p le  in  L o u i s v i l l e  w i t h in  th e ne x t  few  w eeks , d u r in g  wh ich  
t im e I  e xp e c t  to; se e  Mr. V i o le t t e ,  i f  you  con cu r  wi t h  t h i s  o p in io n . I  r e a l i z e  
yo u  a r e  p r o b a b ly  in  b e t t e r  p o s i t io n  t o  p o in t  i t  ou t to  th e p e o p le  in  L o u i s v i l l e  
th a n  we a r e  h e r e  in  A t la n t a .  So fa r  a s  th e J a c k s o n vi l le  D i s t r i c t  i s  co n ce r n ed , 
t h e y  ga ve u s e ve r y  co o p e r a t io n  and we in  t u r n  made e ve r y e f f o r t  n o t  to u n d u ly 
b u r d en  them in  h a n d lin g  the m a t t e r . I  f e e l  t h a t  in  the fu t u r e ,  t h e y  a r e  go in g  
t o  be even  m ore s a fe t y  co n s c io u s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f t h is  l i t t l e  s ca r e .

" I  t r u s t  you  a p p r e c ia t e  i t  was n o t  ou r  d e s i r e  to  m agn ify t h is  in c id e n t ,  b u t  
r a t h e r  t o  ksep  da to p  o f i t  t o  b e su re t h a t  we were on th e s a fe  s id e .  I  am 
su r e  th e f a c t  t h a t  Mr. M cCooley was p r e s e n t  d u r in g th e t a n k  c le a n in g  o p e r a t io n  
an d  a ls o  th e f a c t  t h a t  h e i n s i s t e d  on t h e i r  c a r r y ing  ou t  ou r  h e a lt h  r e g u la t io n s  
to  th e l e t t e r ,  p la y e d  a  la r g e  p a r t  in  p r o t e c t in g  the h e a l t h  o f th e men in vo lve d  
in  t h e  w o r k ."
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