FARYTAD - TOXIC FLIISATS

Zffective June 1, tho Stzte of laryland pade it unlewful to sell toys and rleyihirss
fnclucing chiléren's furniture, finished with zny zaterial couta.ninc, "1cad or:

otler subsiznce of a poisonous noture from contect with vhich childéren r.ay e In
Juriously affected,® unless such articles are so labeled as to show thot the firish
contains lead or other poisonous substiance.

It is a vrininal statute, end no edrinistrative agency is authorizeld to issie Tesu~
lzticns or establish the percentazes of verious toxic mmiericls that iy sxfely
te tced In finighes that will not reculre tie usze of weraing latels,

The Sizte Department of Heplth hos undertoizen the enforcemeat of thisg lzw - cnafoerce-
ment in the sense of policing, vithout interpretation. It hns é*s"la_.-cd aviiosity
to i=zsue regnletions, and hwns pointed out that in liaryland, in crininal coces,

iuries cre judzes of toth the law and the facis, and thast no jury woulid te twwd Ly

"n.&a-

cay action or opirnion of the Tepartzent,

Toy and furalture derlers in ileryland have decaznded gusrzntees of non-injuricus Iine
ishes from momafacturers, vho in turm have demznded sssucziices from —o=ters of this
iIreetry. Some of our —emders iiave sou.;xt sinilar essuraices from ravw material -un-
ufecturers. So far a5 ve Imow, none :ave bdeen given.

Tiie »roblex is difficult. Some interpret this law as reguiris
e
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cestaing any lead, for ennzrle, rezairdless of percentage. e '.'*.tc:ﬁ'e
reouiring labels only vhen finishes contain 1:28 or otier 1o’ -on-
on cantcet with vhich chiléren mey be injuriouvsly nflected, This
sunooried oy an unoificial op*.:non by the .e‘-.ttor ey General of
.te Soparimont of Fealth. Ve bear in =ind, hovever, U=t I Miigp-
Jvlses of Voth law anéd fuet,
nig - irircely aifficult lav to opsose. It had matent faulis, and they vov
»oisted out, Tut tie purnose, to vrotect chiléren, was lzudztle, and could not be
oxvoced, The hacl:izround wvas unfortunnte. The Yealth Departnent had a recoréd of
thiri-one czses of lead poisoning of chilérer 4n 1948, four of vhom died. Ten
coces have teen remerted this year., The Saltinore City Reaith Tepartment recercs
show a fo%al of 213 cazes of lead poisoning in chilérexn under ten years of oge since

1931, iaclading 78 ceaths. Its buvlletin arocared while the till ves ‘b.-;ore ...e
,;-'.lzuure. Vie are siceptical of the diagnoses dbut unable to dispute thenm,
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ware is necligible and thnt children s20 coxtact other fianizlias zbheoat the o
.t ould have invited broader lcoziclztion restricting ihe wse of le2d, The T2
rore Fealth Tepartsent in the 2y issue of "Sealdth Ilevs' n

vould hzve Tecn imprudent to moint out tiat the erposure fron tors 2aE chiléron's
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"Use only maint vhich doees not contain lerd for resaiating infoor suris:os,

f;:nﬂ‘;c or tcys,®
0 a0t Tuy paint for Indeoor uss uwialecs 3t is free from lendl"

- - e - . s [ .
"Fiuzve old pnint from vindow sills before repainting with lend-foce patat.
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¥e do not Imow enough zdout the to::icity of the various maiterials used by our in-
distry. BHeretofore, there has been no occazion for such an investizetion. Ve
thouléd Imow more.

£ =uck lesislation appcars elseihere, 14 vorld ceen nreferable Lo have a law cx-
forced vy an adninistrative agency with wideh the incdusiry could deal, 2As such
25ency vould nrobably Imow litile or nothing of the toxicity of our materials, it
vould b2 well for this inlustry 4o lmow &s =uch as possible 2ad be nrorared to give
nractizal guidznce, The Scientific Section hzs beea exploring ell souvrces of =i
infernmotion and the Toxie iztericls Comnittee vwill coudiless tale tihe provlem wviiler

consiceration.
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