
February S, 19^0

Dr, Tom D, Spies  
Hillman H ospital  
Birmingham  
Alabama

Dear Toms -

We sh al l  be sorry not to  
have you at  the Research Club meetings, but i t  w i l l  
not be necessary for  you to l e t  us know as to the  
date of your return since I  sh al l  probably know i t  
more or lees autom at ical ly.

On the subject  of the lead  
content of foods, 1 bel ieve there i s nothing of sig­
n i ficance to be said at  t h is t ime. There are no new  
developments, so fa r  as I  know, which w i l l  involve  
any l ik el ihood of increasing tie contamination of f ood  
m aterials with lead in the near fu tu re. Indeed I  am  
quite confident that  the at tent ion which has been  
directed to t h i s subject  has been such as to insi>i re 
greater  caution on the par t  of the manufacturers an d 
processors of food m ater ials, I  fee l  cer tain  that w e 
can expect some improvement in the si tuat ion  rather  
than any increasing d i f f i cu l t i e s.

' • We have never found any
evidence that  food m ater ials as general ly avai lable  
are dangerous from the point of view of t h ei r  lead  
content. Obviously the spray residues on f r u i t ,  and  
more par t i cu lar l y on l ea fy vegetables, const i tute a  
problem which w i l l  have to be kept under f a i r l y  clo se sur­
vei l l an ce. The ch ief  d i f f i cu l t y  here l i e s in the fa ct  
that  Federal regulat ions apply only to commodities in  
I n ter  state commerce, whereas these same m ater ials  
handled coarseroially wi th in  any one of the states i s  
en t i rely exempt from Federal supervision except as the  
state i t se l f  set s up regulatory mechanisms comparab le 
to those of the Federal government. Despite th is d i f f i ­
cu l t y, however, there has been very l i t t l e  actual  e vidence  
of in ju ry to the public heal th , and although I  fee l  that  
the problem i s important. I t  i s cer t ain ly not a si t uat ion  
which, requires rad ical  or emergency act ion at  t h is  time.

You may be I nterested in knowing  
that we are making a rather  comprehensive I nvest igat ion  of  
the lead content o f  general food materials. Through  local
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- ' avenues which run to d istan t  points in t h is cou ntry,
we have been able to obtain samples o f  a more or l es s 
cross-sect ion al  character# I t  would take ue years t o  

- complete th is work but we sh al l  eventual ly know a  great
. deal about the common sources of contaminât ion* As an
. example o f  our procedure, we have col lected a lar ge

number o f  the m aterials whloh enter into bread st u f fs  
and p ast r i es, beginning with the grain I t se l f  in va r ious  

.. stages, then with cer tain  general cereal  product s of an
* intermediate type* and f i n a l l y  with the commoditi es o f

t h i s sor t  which are general ly avai lable*  such as br ead  
-■  st u f fs*  cakes, past r ies etc# We eaqpect to use t he general

r category of food m ater ials in t h is fashion, deter mining
not only the lead content of these materials# but t he t i n ,  
aluminum, copper, manganese and si l ve r  content as w el l .  
Obviously we are not spending a l l  of our time at  t h i s, but  

: ‘ are simply working i t  in as opportunity o f fer s i t se l f ,
‘ Eventual ly, however, as you oan see, we sh al l  hav e a very

 ̂ sign i f i can t  b i t  of information. .
. . • . ‘ .

/ ••V I  have gone into some detai l
above since I  f e l t  you would l i k e  to know for  the i n fer -  

K mation of the Council on Poods that  such work was  in pro­
' , gress and that-SLnformatlon was telng made avai lab le.

RAKils

I  should l i k e nothing bet ter  
than another chance to v i si t  your cl i n i c, and I f  th e 
opportunity should afford  I t se l f  oh one of my Jaunt s 
ei ther  to Baton Rouge or  Iiew Orleans, I  sh al l  drop in  
on you i f  I  may do so without being a nuisance to y ou.

Sincerely yours,

Robert A. k e h o e ’ii.b."


