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ASEE3TOS USE IF¥ CONSTRUCTION TO EB
CONTROLLED

COMMENTATOR: Time for report on madicive. Here is Lew
‘dl.' .

LEW AIMTR: New York City bes bocome the first pleee 4n
the country to take official asction against the sprayine of
ssbestos particles duripg the comstruction of buildinns in

- densely populated urban areas. This move has been taken by

sdministrative fis¢ rather than throuch the lecislative pro-
ceas. Until 1t appears liksly to face opposition, poasibly
ip the courts from buildipng contrsctors and owners alike,

But the Eew Yori: mction by the Environmentsl Rescurces Admipe
istration 18 seen by avti-pollution advocates and BENY medi-
cal experts as being a timely and couragesus step in facing
the problem squarely and the problem is this: sabesvos par-
ticles, especially 1o tbhe form used in asbsstos sprays dur-
ipg ccoctrestien, heve reportedly been frund i'p the lungs

ef at loast 8 quarter of the adults who have died and beer
sutopaied ip urban areas of the United Staiss auld opthar tigh-
.1y ipdustrianlizes natiovs, The fipure is contasined in 8 Medi-
"cal World News ecitorial written by the magazine's edi tor, ’
Mr, Mprris Plschbein, The editorial notes that some mediocsl
sclentists are predictiog that ths incidence of asbestoa ine-
duced lung cancer will aoopn exceed that associated with cig-
aret smoking and csncer isn't the only disease that the scien-

we %18t8 _say asbostos particlea can generata, pethologists say

the particles cao produce a variety of serious mapifestations

s ..Wheo inbaled, Studies have recently shown that the mortality

¢

fdte of workauen regularly exposed to asbestos under ipdua-
trial conditions is sharply higher than that for the working
population as a whole. Asbestosis, a condition similsr to
silicosis of tbe lungs, cap develop among the general publie
tos who constantly come into contact with asbestos petticles
ip dust from construction sites, floor tiling products, even
from the breke linings of mutomobiles, Asbestosis creates
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& slow, degenerative reaction in the luncs, a condition lead-
ing to wbat the medical men call fibrosia which is tbe replace~
ment of bealtby tissue with 8c&r tissue. Boough of tbaet and
the lungs simply stop doing their Job,

Asbestos is uscd in ipsuls ting materials, it's fundamental
in fireproofing and there'a no adequate mubstituts for 1t, not
Yot, or at least there isn't any that has been accepted either
by building contractors or by doctors who are concerned lest
asbestos be replaced by something equally barmful, The New York
experiment at banning the asbestos spraving ias being watched
very carefully by concerned experts around the world,
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