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ASBESTOS USE IN CONSTRUCTION TO BE
CONTROLLED CONTROLLED

COMMENTATOR Time for report on medicine Here is Lew
Adler .

LEW ADLER New York City has become the first place in
the country to take official action against the spraying of
asbestos particles during the construction of buildings in

- densely populated urban areas This move has been taken by
administrative fist rather than through the legislative pro- pro-

ceas Until it appears likely to face opposition possibly
in the courts from building contractors and owners alike
But the New York action by the Environmental Resources Admin-
istration is seen by pollution advocates and many medi-
cal experts as being a timely and courageous stop in facingthe problem squarely and the problem is this asbestos par-
ticles especially in the form used in asbestos sprays ˆ°ur-
ing construction have reportedly been found in the lungs
of at least a quarter of the adults who have died and beer
autopaled in urban areas of the United States and other high-
ly industrialized nations The figure is contained contained in a Medi-
cal World News editorial written by the magazine’s editormedicalMr. Morris Fischbein The editorial notes that some medical
scientists are predictingthat the incidence of asbestos in-
duced lung cancer will soon exceed that associated with cig-aret smoking and cancer isn’t the only disease that the scion-

we
tists say asbestos particles.can particles.can generate pathologists saythe particles can produce a variety of serious manifestations

when inhaled Studies have recently shown that the mortality

6

workmenof workmen regularly exposed to asbestos under indus-
trial conditions is sharply higher than that for the working
population as a whole Asbestosis a condition similar to
silicosis of the lungs can develop among the general public
toe who constantly come into contact with asbestos particles
in dust from construction sites floor tiling products even
from the brake linings of automobiles Asbestosis creates
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in the lungs a condition lead-
men call fibrosis which is the replace-tissue with scar tissue Enough of that and

stop doing their job

is used in insula ting materials it’s fundamentalin fireproofing and there’s no adequate substitute for it not
isn’t any that has been accepted either
or by

something
experiment at banning the asbestos
very carefully by concerned experts

doctors who are concerned lest
equally barmful The New York

spraying is being watched
around the world
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