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“ Government’ ggencies _renewed ‘warnings
about "exposure’ to’ asbestos, - mmonly
‘used-¥nifieral that’sdiéntiits say can cause
serious- and disabling lung disease; including
tatal lung cancer. ..+ i % PO o
. The National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health, a research arm ‘of -the
* Department’ of Health, ‘Education and Wel-
ta:re, sald in a letter to health experts that
- - grage _personziel” who' change.,- ox:1grind
) ‘biske Jinings are. being. exposed.tq .poten:
~s4 tlally’hazardous-levels of airborne, asbestos..
~Thé'§_lg.tter"-"6mtteir"{!iy;':.l’ : i
director -6t ‘NIOSH'S office’
by suryve
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| office’of occupational
¢ hethy survéllance”:aia’ tt callnodgh .8
.7 systematic atudy~of ﬁ,xesé‘f'v'vorkqgs'"ﬁadn't
.~ been*madeslevels ot ‘dsbestos dust are high
.- endugh fo cause damage and that four can-

*" “cer deaths, associated with. such work had

, been reported. . B e - I
~* & Another ‘arm of HEW, meanwhile, sald it
', tound *alarfoing’™ s:study.that showed var-
comipoimds ssed for hothe Xe;

concentritions of asbestos sut-
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| ¥ fecty,of, Babestos: 1 various oofupations, ab;
_'peared recently in Sclence, & publication of
: “the American. Association for the ‘Advance:

¥

. . Exposure at Home i~ el .
‘ Commenting'* on ‘the? ‘report; . David 'F.
‘Rall,“directdr of the National institute’ of
Environmental; ! Health ;. Sciences, - said.:
“These. findings’ suggest the’ poisibility of
o sigyt.i‘t}";caxx_t_:;‘;ocgoei_um during: home construc-
- tioli arid repair.” 1.7 PR

. %% Aqditional work by the (Mount Sinal)
. sclentists suggests that members.af the en-
tire household or other .occupants! . may

_ glso inhale asbestos ' fibers,” - Mr. Rall

FEW Warns ol Asbestos Hagard in Work

witliam “Lioyd; |

T'defermined that- workera” engaged "n_the't
| maintenance and repair’ot automobile and

Spickling Mixtures

A BRI Lot
sidered in- rejation to ofher evidence:being
acctimulated by the Mount Sinal- group that
‘Indicates that far Jess than the intense- expo-
sufe-of ‘the! work- environment is capable of
producing a8 related. disease,” he
Sy . * gy e N T
| ..The Environmental Sciences Laboratory
of-Mount Sinai, which ynder the direction of
Dr. Trving I Selikoft has been the leader in
reddarch on’ the! dangers of asbestos, re-
| ported in Scienbe: that: it hai-analyzed 15
'samplés of spackling, patching and’jolnting

compounds purchased in New York City and
- foimg'- that G five'S'éontained apprecigble
smounts of asbestos *Use\of these materials’
“{js. home repalr work “(for- example,; mixin
F sanding’aid pleahup) may expose, the"user.
-(and-other , méfbers. of, the". household) ; to
sig ,ca.pt;?oneenu'adoris of ‘asbestos,”
‘f“d:-"\.;ﬁ‘:.‘i'r'l}. e St .
 Warnings Urged ) 5ot o0 Ech 7y
*;./The. scientists: sal , that, even more im-
poriant, .nane, of the ~'spackling -compotmads
contained wdrning labels or. indications tiiat
itz _wnmneq:;;k&a.mrdo_(m‘ -materials.  They
.urged that.such labels: be: required,’ with-in-
structions for safer usage e ey
*"3The Mounf;8inal sclentists'were glsg. re
panstble,.in parts, 1ok the NIOSH warnings
ahout brake-drum linings:.The NIOSH;letter
noted that the Mount Singi investigators-nad

.

triick brake’ linings “‘are exposéd-to poten- -
tially hazardous leveli-of airborne asbestos
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M One’of, the sclentists gaid in an interview.|.
that particuldrly large, amounts of danger-
ous asbestos: dust.were “crested in mainte- |
nance shops where the Jarge: asbestos lUn- | 7

ings of trucks and buses were ground to it |1
the brake drum or.were resurfaced safter
use. He said that the changing of asbestos
brake lnings for automobiles was also dan-
echanics usually use an

gerous because m ! :
alr hase to blow out the loose dust after re-
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. 74These res ts"are slarming when con-
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_moving the old lning. 2 sofmar Shmiiae
7" NIOSH estimated that as many as 900,000
workers are.exposed to asbestos in the man-
utacturing and ‘servicing of brake" linings
and- clutches,. most of whom are auto, me-,
chanlcs. The sgency recommended, as an
interim procedure, thit repair shops.desig-
nate a segregated area for_all brake and
clutch repairs and that signs be posted in
those areas pointing out the dangers of as-
pestos dust. It also ‘gaid .that repairmen
should wear respirators when doing such
work, and that strong yvacuum cleaners be
used to remove asbestos dust from brake
drums betore working on them.
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