
Am e r i c a n  Pe t r o l e u m  In s t i t u t e

1 2 7 1  A V E N U E  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A S

N e w  Y o r k  2 0 . N. Y.

DI VI SI ON OF SCI EN CE AN D TECH N OLOGY

EL M ER  O .  M A TT O CK S .  DI RECTOR 

W .  L .  C U L L I S O N .  ASST.  D1RI CTOR

COORDI NATORS

J .  F.  M CK EN N A .  SAFETY

J.  R.  N O B L E.  ENOI NKSRI NO

A .  J.  T U RCH CT T I .  M . D . .  MEDI CAL

DI VI SI ONAL VI CE PRESI DENT

C H A R L ES  E.  S PA H R.  FRESI DEMT

T H E S T A N O A RD  O I L  C O M PA N Y ( O H I O )

C L E V EL A N D .  O H I O

October 8 , 1963

Subject: Human lata on Lead  
Exposure __________

Tu-175-6 3

Robert A. Kehoe, M. D.  
The Kettering Laboratory  
College of Medicine  
Eden Avenue  
Cincinnati 19, Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

I am in receipt of your letter of October 1 , 1963, regarding  
the inquiry of Major Charles E. Ward for information concerning exposure  
to leads in the cleaning of storage tanks for leaded gasoline.

I have written Major Ward suggesting that he seek this informa­
tion from the Office of the Surgeon General of the Army, as you have  
suggested, being hopeful that all the time, effort and expense you have  
gone to in the past have not gone in vain. A copy of this letter is  
attached for your information and file.

There will, therefore, be no need for you to answer Major  
Ward’s request at this time.

Thanking you for your kind effort in this respect, I remain,

Sincerely,

6 - #
A. J. Turchetti, M. D.

\
v

AJT:sg
Attachment

cc: R. E. Eckardt, M. D.  
(w / attachment)
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Dear Major Ward:

DI VI SI ONAL V I CE PRESI DEN T

CH A R LES  E.  S PA H R.  Pft S* I DCNT
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October 8 , 1963

Subject: Human Data on Lead  
Exposure . ......

Tu-17^-63 -

In follow-up to my letter of September 25th concerning your  
request of September 17 , 19&3 > ior statistical data on human exposure  
to lead, it has been brought to my attention that you should be able t o 
seek advice of this type from the Office of the Surgeon General of the  
Army.

It is my understanding that industry representatives have  
devoted a great deal of time, effort, and expense in the past indoctri­
nating key Army personnel all over the world on this problem and the  
proper means of handling it. Furthermore, the Surgeon General's office  
has issued instructions concerning it. ITherefore, it is felt that al­
though we could ultimately supply you with the information you requested,  
the Surgeon General's office would be the proper channel through which  
it should be obtained. To do otherwise would defeat the original Intent  
of indoctrinating the Army in matters of this type so that it could  
answer requests such as yours.

Suffice it to say, however, that it has been known for more  
than twenty years that there is no change in the urine Coproporphyrin  
in response to the absorption of tetraethyl lead, even in fatal poisoning.

If I can help you further, please let me know.

Very truly yours,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY  
A.. J...  TURCHETTI, M. D.

A. J. Turchetti, M. D.

AJTiSg .
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October 1, 1963  

Re: TU-184-63
. Inquiry of Major Charles E. Ward

for information concerning exposure
A. J. Turchetti, M.D. to lead in the cleaning of storage
.American Petroleum Institute tanks for leaded gasoline
1271 Avenue of the Americas  
New Y rk 20, New Y r k  <10020)

Dear Doctor Turchetti:

I shall be pleased to provide Major Ward with satisfactory information,  
either directly or through your office. We in the Kettering Laboratory have  
gathered data on this subject (with specific reference to the type of potential  
exposure to lead under consideration) for many years, and Z wauld have been  
called upon, in any case, to reply to your letter (or to supply the information)  
even if you had been able to address Dr. Princi. If you will let roe kn ow your  
wishes, with respect to the handling of this matter, I shall  respond accordingly.

The question raised by Major Ward Is roore than a little disconcerting,  
because the proper thing for him to have done was to seek advice from the office  
of the Army Surgeon General. One cannot but wonder why he would by-pass the  
constituted authorities in his own organization. Of all the organizations in  
the world, one would expect that the normal channels of information withi n this  
organization would be exhausted first. As the Medical Director of Ethyl  
Corporation for thirty-three years prior to 1953, in coordination with the  
technical personnel of the Corporation and the principals in the investigative  
program of the Kettering Laboratory in these matters, I attended meetings in  
various places with responsible Army personnel from all over the world, at  
great trouble and expense, indoctrinating them on this problem and in the proper  
means of handling it. The Surgeon General's office knew ail about the matter  
(or did only a short time ago), ana has issued instructions concerning it.

My only reason for speaking of these matters in this letter to you, lies  
in the necessity of reviving the Array procedures in this matter,so that the  
kind of ignorance of the problem and of the appropriate method of seeking  
guidance concerning it, that has been demonstrated by Major Ward, will be  
less glaring. It Is sad and disillusioning to realize that the entire program  
of preventive  medicine and hygiene, so carefully laid out and pursued in this  
matter for so many years, has coroe to naught in this instance. It se ems unlikely  
to me that Major Ward is a man of such monumental stupidity as to have ignored  
all instructions which he may have had on this matter. It seems likely,  rather,  
that the Army authorities have allowed this matter to die on the vino. Other­
wise I cannot understand why anyone would have been examining the urine of  
workmen in this occupation for coproporphyrin, when it has been known for more  
than twenty years that there is no change in this respect in response to the
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A, J . Turchetti, M.D. - (2) - October 1, 1903

absorption of tetraethyllead even in fatal poisoning. Hie trouble people  
go to in order to obtain utterly useless information in relation to  
industrial hygiene, and the assumptions that are made by physicians in such  
matters will never cease to amaze me.

I shall await your reply before taking further action on this matter.

Sincerely yours,

RAK:vr Robert A. Kehoe, M.D.

cc - R. E. Eckardt, M.D.


