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The attached letter was sent to the Tunsumer Protaction Safety Commission=
with a copy to the EPA on Thursday, Cacember 13, 1979,
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Thank you for your help on thic matter.

ot Al

John F. Gormley, Director
srocduct Safety & Integrity
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s usad in electrizal transformers to fnsylate ce--
allg. ZQuring assanbly it s varpish impregnata?
s 2421tional protection from raleasa cf fiters. No
tted 2uring ncrmal use or reaSOnauI/ expectad misuse
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entire secticn containing asbestes is ramoved during
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also used as a gasket wa*tzarial in residential air zorditiorers,
This s usad in a hermetically sealed unit
As“est s gaskets are also used in larger units which may 20t be her-
metizally seiled but becausa of their size and cost they are replazad
oy skmlle. persornel and there should not be significant release. o
satisfactory substitutf)has been found for asbestos in gasket ind

packing applications.»

vestinghouse agrees with the elimiration of all non-essential uses of
asbestos in consumer products from whizh asbestos fibers are released
during reasonably forseeable conditinns or duration of use, including
misuse. However, Westinghouse believes that regulation by performance
standards for individual asbestos containing products, as opposed t¢ 3
“generic” or broad approach requlation, will permit the Commission to
employ tne factors enumerated in the innouncement for determining wnether
a use ‘s essential., The “release of asbestos fibers" must be defined

5y a standard tast; {.e., product *ested in a clean enviromment at 2

which is normally not renai-~abie.

specified air flow rate for a3 specified time,

Thus, it is not appropriate

to just consider the “fact of asbastos fiber emission."
must make a quantitative assessment,

(Ve p.A. 560/5 - 78-005. TR 77-515 Aug. 78, p. 223

The Commission
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essizle 2limination of ysa of ashestss must be considered
1 %2:zis sugh as c¢ost-benafit ana.jzas and must include

of availability, suitapility ant safaty of aiternative
s
l:

W3

"0
-.
3

il o

..-a::._.‘—‘
[TV e Sy

X,
(S It

f v (o e

PEES TN

¢t 3

rgnouse has kad 4 formai, organized, concentrated ef<art
gstrs from its arodusts for at ‘eas* four years and has
n most appiicaticns. A faw examples cre turbine engins
ulaticn for hot sizing, and in fluorescent lamp fixtures.
me of is products it has not found satisFactory substi-
tutes, T anglicaticns prinarily invoive high temperature, high
crassgrg o -“?"‘OS: Ve env'nronr\en,.; .
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Ary regulation for us2 of astastos on a product ar in a piece of eguic-
wen: containing an astestos product must consider the potential impact
2n existing equipmant. This equipment has been designed for the use of
particular jasve® material and while substitutes may be availadle for
newly designed equipment, the size, compressipility of the substitute
material inay not function properly in the same envelope., Further, to
replace the entire oiece of equipment Secause of unavailability of a
small fraction of the total would be extremely burdensome financially.

. John F. Gormley, Diractor .
Product Safety & Integrity
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