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Dre De Fo Hickish

Industriasl Hygiene Specialist
Ford Motoxr Cowpany Ltd,

Varley, Rrentwood, Essex,England

Dear Dr. Hickish:

Mr, Ayer hes asked mo to reply to your letter on brake lining
decougosition,

The enclosed draft of a report on brake decouwposition suwwinrires
some of the early work we have done on this subjects Furthe:
work has generally confirmed the conclusion that brake linings
give off very few free fibers except under extreme opersting
conditions.

With regard to the cleaning of brake assemblies in service gurages,
electron micrographs of the dust removed from brake drumr hsF

shown ft to contein rostly road dirt and rust with very few {ibers,
What fibers were rcleased by the lining have apparently esceped
into the ai{r. However, somo other service garage operstions, such
as radius grinding and burnishing, which abrade the brake s face,
will produce dust clouds containing free fibers sdvflar o those
found in brake lining manufacturing plentes, 7To evaluate there aituv-
ations I would recomvend fiber counts on membrane filter spoples as
desciribed 4in the attached preprint by Edwards and Lynch, 7The British
Occupationsl Hygiene Society has adopted @ limit of 2 fibero/cc
longer thsn 5 .,

fome other articles which may be of interest are also enclosed.
Pleane let wr know 1f X can be of any further assistance.

Sincerely yours,

-
AL~uAf£2’j{’ V7 —«L%,_
3B Jeremiah R, Ly'ncg)wL
L Asst, Chief, Environmental
Activities
Field Studies
Occupational Health Program
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