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Subject: Benzene Task Force Participation - China Study (Action
Required by early July)

Sven,

Patsy Hill attended a meeting of American Petroleum Institute members to discuss the formation of
a consortium to investigate the incidence of benzene induced leukemia and other hematopoietic
diseases in a population of occupationally exposed workers in Shanghai, China. This study is of
interest because 1) the sample population is felt to be large enough to provide statistical
significance and scientifically-based learnings that otherwise would be difficult to obtain, and 2)
would provide scientific evidence addressing some of the conclusions and allegations published in
a series of papers by the U.S. National Cancer Institute in collaboration with the Chinese Academy
of Preventative Medicine (which have been seriously questioned as to scientific basis). While API
is taking the lead to obtain commitments from various companies to participate (with an estimated
cost of $100-150M/yr. for 5 years per company if 10-12 join/total study cost estimated to be
$6.5MM over 5 years), the learnings from the study would be useful globally as well as for both our
Chemicals and Qil Products businesses. Thus, I'd like to ask OP to join us if we choose to
participate and share the costs accordingly. Given the magnitude of HSE issues surrounding
benzene as well as the litigation claims we continue to see, | believe it would be worthwhile to
participate. Patsy agrees. I'd appreciate your thoughts on participating as well as how we can best
work together with OP on this as well as other common benzene issues.

Warmest regards,

Nancy E. Sullivan
Aromatics Business Manager - Americas
OSP 1966 9/80:A
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