dune 25, 1937 .

CIye Ae T Ex‘%?‘ln

Iowa State College :
of Agriculiture and Eeehanie Arta
Ames, Iowa

- Dear Mr. Erving

I am glad to reply, as well
as I cang to uhe q&eation in your 1etter of June
22nd.e

' In genera1 there is no aub»
stantlal danger of appreciable lead absorption from.
skin contact with watery solutions or suspensions
of inorganic lead compounds. Socme of ths most
~ soluble compounds produce very deflnite injury to
the skin, but the sbsorpticn of lead through the
skin is negliéible,anﬁ this without rega d to the
nresence of ordiuary cuts and woundse. Obviously
2 surface completely despuded of skin might show
somewnai greatelr sbsorption than the intaect skin,v
btat even herve the inorganie compounds would tend -
to remailn on the surfacé and the actual sbsorpbion
into the body would Be of 1ittle consequense. In
the case of materials used fop coating pobtteryy cne
iz dealing with quite insoluble compounds of lsad
and in this instance npeither damage to the skin or
skin absorption is to be feareds It is quite
apparent bhat such compounds deposited on the skin
and beneath the fingernsils may derve as a sourse
of gross contamination of food materials, tobaceco
_or any nther ¢bject which 1s introduced into the

" mouths Howéver, rsasonable sare and gleanliness

- should serve to prevent ﬁamaga or eny contaminatia -

" fromn this sourdse. Tou rofer in passing to the '
possible absorption of lsad in the form of a spraye

Any finaly divided material suspen&a& in _the atmosphere
a8 a spray aould obvlously be inhaleds The degres of
 1lsad absoprtion from Huch a factor would depend, of
eourse; on the actual duration of exposura and the con-
centrabi@n of lead particles in the ammoaph@re. 1
‘TGhe exposure Were sSavere 1n~magn1tude and duration,
lead poisoning could, of course, result, A4s a mabter
of fact, the inhalation of lead ﬁompbumda in general

is much more dangerous then any other meana of exposure.
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‘ ﬁr.-ﬁc T. Erwin

T trust this will serve Lo
answer your guesition, bubt 4f 1t lesaves any poink
unanswersd, I shall be pleassed to give you any
further information which T may have. ,

Very truly yours.

RAKsis ' Ho5avt A. RKehoo, m.D.
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