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dr. Julien Iiitchell -
Cherleston, 3. Ce -

Dear !r. Wltchell:-

T am very gled indesd to heave the opportunity of examinird
Dr. Gardner's report oa receat investigations of the effaect or
fine asbestoa dust as compared with longer riber dust. A4s-he
says, 1f the hypothaesis constructed on the basis of this ex-
nerme.utation provea tenable, our previous idea that the finer
the dust the more harmrul will have to be revamped.

It all goes to show that -the only thiag that caa yet be
positivaly -stated i3 thet in the human surfficient exposure to
asbaestos dust._will caiise asbastosis,but wnst constitutas suf-
ficient exposurs still remains subject to lack orf complete
knowladgs.

It might by.waell as a forwaerd-looking program for the
asbaestos factory to bagin to think more ebout precautioaary
naasures in devaertneats where the duat is coarsar, although
even apparaantly less in amount.

As Dr. Gardpner says, there are things about =satestosis
which have not been satisfactorily explained as yet. Onae thet
remeins with me and my locael material is, why the advanced old
cases show g0 nuch avideance of pure silicosis. I have not hasn
able to gat eny avidenca that any of -the asbesatos used hera may -
have had free siliea in 1t, but, unlaess esbesio=is under soms
conditions showa the feature of silicosis, it rust have Had.

I think that this questioan, that is whether local cases have
not been exposed to free silica in additioa to silicates, is
very important for the local indusiry to clear.

I do not think that Dr. Gardner's exparimeants have any
prectical bearing on whether there i3 such a thirsg es esbastosias.
Yr, Jelffords suggested to me that conclusion, out of the extresct
from Dre A. J. Ireland inthe South Africen Mizing and Snginesring
Journal of Jan. 15, 1938. All I caa coaclude frca this extract is
thaet apperently uander the conaitions exisiing thers, tke exposure
is ipsufficient. Yhatever those conditions may e 1T might be well . _.
to escertain, if possible.

Reithaer do I follow rully the suggaestion irp lUr Vendever Brown's
lstiter of ipril 28, 1938, that Gerdnert‘s experinects would negative
the claim that uhe ﬁbroaia 13 of a progressiva charactar. If
the meteriel 1s long enduring the flbrosis might 'eep up even
though the iafluanca is only mechanical.

I zet stimulation from the South African report to agein. '
remind that no oune can know what the haza:>d here is uagtil the
same 30rt of axaninsftion of workers is. dona haere.

I 3ahall be glad to talk thase matters over with you at
any coanveanieanl tim:e
Sincerely yours .
Kenneth li. Lynch < B
K/t Kenaeth if, Lyach, 1lf. D. ===
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