FILE NAME: Asten Hill (AH)

DATE: 1954 Oct 6

DOC#: AHO57

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Meeting Minutes



NOU-3-2004 12:06P FROM: T0:14108894944 P:1'13

o

ASBESTCS TEXTILE INSTITUTE
AIR HYGIENE COMITTEE
Report of Meeting dated 10/6/5U

Members Present:

R. B. Snith
J. W, Weber
B, W, Luttenberger
D, R» Holmes

Dw« E. S. rs — Arerican Asbestos
BE: I[_)I \V€’ in - Raybesms—NBrfgttm )
- W. Hetreri - hattison
Dr, O. A. Sarcbrsrgm&lm%
Dr, G. W. H. Schepers - Medical Director, Saranec Laboratory
Dr. P. A. Theodos - ing Asten-Hill

Dr< II, White - represating Asten-HiH

The meetiing began pramptly at 9:30 A,M. with D, R, Holmes acting as
Chaimen, The dair he wes pleased to see te large turmout of
representative doctors.

1. The meeta under with an exlanation by Dr, Theodos of his
Research Program Propo&g? 8'%': heart_flv%/:tim_to aggsl_nsis- Ry of Dr,
Theodos* proposal 1e enclosed ad s to be included In the minutes.  In con-
Junction with this prgposal, Dr. _Theodos advised that the cost to a for
an employee to participate 1In this program would run about 7250,00 to Q0
. 1-pri iIs with a maxanum of V3000 as ceili ich shauld
e e LR R g PR R S R e
Campanies could have this service performed by using their hosprtalization pro-
gTrgn_ iIf oe is aailable. Dr, Theodos In the_pest, with our Carpany and with

rican Asbestos, hes cllassified the diaghosis to be pulmonary fibrosis« When
cnpleting the rtalization foms, this has worked out_In every case ad the
Insurance Copary paid claims without comment.  Also in these cases, ae
uestion Is 1o be ansnered on the Insurance form;  *'1$ accident, 1llness or
Isease caused by the cooypatian?” and we have aiv\ays had this awsered, "No".
It has never been dallenged by the Insurance Cotparny

Under this program, Dr, Theodos would like t© have about fifty patients
take this treatmant in oe year™s time.  This woulld average ae a week fran
soe Corpary

Dr, doudd slides of specimens taken during an autgpsy of an
asbestotic. slides shoned the different findings present in lug area
These slides were very bereficial to all doctors present as many of them saw
lung conditions of an asbestotic which they had never seen before. Dr, Sahepers
demonstration indicated thatt when a biopsy is taken the su should aut doan
lov ad dotain an area large enough to definitely_show whet or not asbestosis
was present ad to what degree, couplled with clinical findings.
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At the ed of Dr. Theodos™ presentation, Dr, Samlerssv%gestedﬁatsgre
amployees who believed that they had sore degree of asbestoslis be hosprtalized
for this suney iIn order to coclusively proe their condition ane way or the

other. It wes the gpinion of the represantatives of this Comittee

that we endoraecDr. T proposal . The mediical men also goproved of this
rogran after goproximetely two hours disoussion, Ralph Snith that

all information this program be made available to all merbers of

the Institute, is also was g by the joint caomittee of merbers ad
doctors.

The camittee presanted the followring proposal to the Board of Govermors:

We propose that the Institute ggprove Dr, Theodos®
0 Ipprwided that memoer Companies would have a
1tal program available t sare the aos* of the pro-
- Jgaa, or asorb the coat which could-run up“.$30.00
maximum per case for hospirtalization, bigps;, transportation,
wege lIcss, etc.

The program wes_aggoroved by the Board on the lesis that merber
Companies could icipate in the progran on an individual besis, ad there
would be, , o financial resposibility on the Institute,

2. Dr. Snith presated tre details of dotaining autopsy Specimen
studies fram the Saranec Laboratory, Outline of the medical routires, the
amployment and medical histories and specimen preparation Wwere given each
Doctor, The several values of such a program were emphesized, Animal ex-
perimentation hes contributd ly, but even nore lete knoMledoe of the
disease process can be dotained through this study*  Gollectively, the Industry
rience can be extrarely valusble 1In this regard.  Individual reports o _the
uomrtting carpany willl establish, In a manner not possible by x-ray and clinical
di IS, the extent of the disease process ad, therefore, the extent of
Wo s Corpensation liability for a particular eese.

It was agreed that each member ac , through 1ts Doctor, would process
as many cases as Wes possible under tills program.  The Saranec Laboratory will
meke individual report to the suomitting conpary, ad, when sufficient studies
have been mece, review the colllective eqperience for a report o the INdstry,

_ 3. A review of the articles by Drs, Knox ad Beattie entatled, =
"Mireral Content of Lungs After BExposure to Astestos Dust” and ' Distribution
of Mireral Particles ad Fibres iIn the Lungs after Bqoosure to Asbestos Dust”
was made by Dr, Schepers of Saranac Laboratory, His numerous coments an
these two articles were discussed by the grap. Itwes the consasus that the
Ise of the disease padenisn deel In these pgpers was not substantiated
the details of theilr research or that of others.

Aftermoon Session

The entire_aftermoon session was spant in listening to the discussion of
the "Relationship of Asbestosis to Pulmonary Cancer’* by Dr. , A nuroer
of slides cotaining facts ad figures conceming the subject of cancer were
domn. At the latter part of his discussion, he mede some conclusions conceming
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the relatioship of asbestos © lug cancer.  Here are sore of the highlights |
gleaned fram the:disoussion;

Both asbestos and sillicosis dust do not necessarily lead to lug canoer«
In soe cases, adbestos will protect the lugs fran cacer.  Hie first case of

cancer of the lugs due o asbestos wes foud In BEgland In 192, These are
English statistics.

Lung cancer has been on tre Increase for the pest thirty years.  Industrial
cancer averaged 95 cases aut of 100,000 persons in a 1908 suney.  Lung cancer
i1s usually Br@ent in the fifty to fifty-five year age grop. r, When
exposed 1 1ially, this grap age may be as nuch as ten years earlier.
Listed belov are sore of the carcinogas that cause canoer:

Taro
Oils
Nickel
Copper

Chrare

Ihese last three cause a high percentage of cancer, particularly dhare or
chranaun*

The West_German govermment in 1951 1zed lug cancer _caused by asbestos.
In another British suney 1t wes foud that 1.32# of 6,000 silicosis cases had
cancer whille 1322, or’~n tines nmore persons aut of 266 ashestosis Gases Were
affected. Therefore, the incidence of lug cancer with asbestos Is ten tines

reater than that of silicosis. Hovever, 1t wes pointed out that experience In

Arerica- does not coreespord to these figures.  We have seen very few cases
of adestos ad caer. Possibly the different fence iIs de to te fact
that in Bgland a considerable amoutt of anosite fibre is ussd, while over here
we use mostly drysotille fibre ad little aosite.

In the sae suney 1t wes foud that the average age for cancer to strike
for mles was 5 years, females. Ut.6 years. Bxqposure time wes 20 years for
the male and 7.6 for females. 'ITmearea\eraqaﬁ There wes a carcinora_foud

in alrraleas lov as six years eqposure and as lov as six months exposure In a
female.

After Dr. Sahepers concluded his disoussion, the writer suggested a pro-
posal to the Board of Govermnors as follons;

Dr. Sdhepers of Saranac Laboratory suggested that particles of
agestos be inserted 1in animal lugs 1N order that research be doe
on this prablen (Gancer ad asbestosis) so that facts may be deter—
mined to carat unjust carpensation claims.

This proposal wes offered to the Board and 1t wes their recomendation
that Dr. Schepers be requested to sunbit a progposal for further consideration
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r At this point, the chair adjourmed the meetiing with the doctors and e

were all 1n acocord that we had a find meeting which wes instructive ad
bereficial to all,

U The next 1tem was Dust Cottrol at the Winders,

On this subject there were prints and pictures suonitted by te
folloving Corpanies:

Raybestos-1™ lahattan
Gereral Asbestos
Asten-Hilll

This nformation i1s t© be studied by menbers of the Comittee 1IN order that

the dust hazard at the winders can be reduced or entirely elimineted.  These
prints ad pictures are exlosed ad shall be a part of the minutes»

De R, Holmes



