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Basad upoh increased adverse publicity and medical sttention
. given tg health efrects of inhnlJng ashactos dust, ve fael :1

it is appropriate to familiarize you with terainclogy, currant

medical and legal approachoas ggﬁ,gur Company approuch relating ~'
to asbastos. ‘ '

‘Terminolapgy

Asbestasls is a forn of pnoumoconiosis, vhich means any change

in the lungs induced by prolonged inhalation.of dust particles.-

Asbogtosis i3 a form of pncunoconiosis caused by the'iarolongeci

inhalaélon of ashestos fibers.

Asbastos i3 a generic name appliced to a group of ribrous minerals

cozposed of long flexible fidera that can ba subdivided longtia:¥

‘.

tudinally inte filamants of very soall diazeter.
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The asnestoa ninerals ure sllicntes and they belong eithar to

,_4‘.'.

the serpentine or to the gmphibole group of ainerals. Tho ~ost

icportant variety is Curysotile (ihita nsbcﬂtaﬁ),cgd;gﬁheg E,q
TAIN:
the sarpentine g-oup. This fara is the prlos type usod by us.
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Other important for:s are amo"ito (breowvn) ond croecidolitao (éc;u)‘
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both of which balong to tho amphibole group.

Only one of our
plants usses one of these.

are produced in Vermont, Arizona and California.

Africa ls_tha
gource of all of the amosite and most of the crocldolita.

Australi a and Bolivia supply small quantitiecs of crocidolita,

Host of the chrysctild comas froo Qubboc, thouch smallor smounts

™ '

The following medical terms are often used in relationship to
luhg_disorders and asbestos:

Pulmonary Flbrosias - A progressive dogenoration of the

. lung walls of underterained orliglin leading to deficlent
--..geratlon of the blood. In athar vords, the chemical

function of the lunpgs (bxchnngc of gasses) is inmpaired.

 Hesothelioma - Is s rare malignancy wnich infiltcates T

the lung cavity or the abdomlnal cavity, spreads
rapidly and is incurable.

~ Carcinogen - Any cancer-producing ‘suBstance. Asbestos
is believed to Ye a éarclnogen or carcinocenic agent
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Current lodicnl nnd Lnnnl Appronchas

.Extensive study of the rclationship betuocn degree and lemg‘ R
of axposure and. the devalopmant of the lung diseases, has . ';}ﬁ
baen documcnted by ‘the U.S. Public Health Service in the : f‘”’;ﬂz

.'taxtila industry. ' o ) _:;:f A
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IOne alarming feature of at least two studles, repcrtad Ln wne

" British Journal of Industrial Medicine, is the fact that psrsons

living in the vicinity of mines and mills processing asbeszas By

- have developed mesothellomas without any cccupational ozpcstraé.

While several of the published studics relating asbestos s lung
cancer are impressiva, the group atudices nado by Dr. Irvicg s,

_Sélikcff have probably had the greatest impact on the genewal.

- public. He indicates asbecztos industry and users may possibhly

bo cousing videspread carclnogoenic air pollutmn. The naws

: media has plcked thlz up and played 1t to the hilt.

Our pravious coacern had 1lw1y53bccn asbectosis which recuires

! exposure to large dust conccqt*ncions in excess of 5,000 .00

. particles per cubic foot over a per od af scveral years. The

cancer gcare, which may or may not be wvell founded, opens 2 .°
whole nsv area of concern. The indication iLs that certain

peoplo are predisposed to lung cancor snd such agonts as *“ RERRER
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-* '" tobacco smoke, ashestos dﬁnt, and about 18 others, etc., tinq_~.

a fortils grodnd for grouth and destruction,

' One major asbestos producar, based upon some members of the

"medical profession, takos the position that lung cancer and '

asbestosis take about 20 to 25 years to develop and that there "ﬁ§§

i3 no risk to the general publiec. It is aclnowledged that JfTV
- asvestos workers who smoke hﬁveégﬁtgimes the incldence of lung :%F
_cancer as the public., It s falt thnt gsbestos workers who do ~ - .:
' not smoke have no greater incihenée of lung cancer than the
. ~ééharal public. The thecory hers being that asbestos cay act as
-8 holding agent of othor harzful dusts, mists or pgases without

asbestos {tself 'being harmful.
It ia our understanding that the Amcrican Conference of Govern-

Value (TLV) for asbestog dust exposure from 5 million particle

per cubic foot (m.p.p.c.f.) to 2 million particles per cubic

. foot effactive in 19&8.

Conpany Aconroach

Anerican HMutual Liability Insurance Company is Jhﬁt cozpleting
airborne and settled dust studies at all Cotmpany properties

using asvestas ar other tozic ingredicnts. , :
COPY RETAINED

mental Industrial Hypglenlsta has reduced the Threshold Limit - o
. 7
é . ;:

O
A
c° M

O

B p )
r T - . Y

A



Miadad

DRI LIV STes N

Départment 186 is presontly in the prccoéa.of recomﬁending an -
’u}f' : ovaralr'Compnny hyglanse program to Hanngcment vhich will

: include such items as:

;gfr._'i.'"1¢;¥) Esé&hlishment of Threshold Limit Values for all .:;”‘
R " toxic dusts. Where TLV's are excoeded, despite
all practical stcps boing takan to reduce same, o
:?; L - exposed employees shall U;‘roquircd to wear
' . approved respirators. "'This will entail a com-

ol . prehensive dally cleaning ﬁrocedure onn the part
- ' of the Plant so e;ch cexponcd cmployee 1s 1saued
a thoroughly cleanod unit cach day. '

2) At thosa locotions vhara tozic dusts goro known .
| to be in use, dust samplcs will be taken and ana- g ;>é,,2;
.:f._ t; : lized fréquantly untll ovorall dust hozard levels
. ' are cstablished. Then a normal fixed tost cycle

will be followed for monltorinyg purposcs,

3) HNo new uses of asbostos should be introduced into
our plants wit Houc first clcnring through Dﬂpurc-;'fj'"'l:

meat 186-2, Loss Prevontion Mangor. _ o

_ . %) annual X-rays, as roquired in Genoral Order Bulletin:® .
. S
4-6-8, shall be talecn. N
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. ba to assure that any uses of as bestos or other toxic dusta w.th-
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5) It is urged, if'at all possible, -that only non-suokc...~
' ..f be hired for areas of gabastos exposuro.. Rogarding

_présent persomnel, smokara should ba rolocatdd to lass

hazardous exposures, vhere feasiblae.
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Management nﬁprovés the hygleno program, your obligntion'will

in tha plants, comply with our Compgpy approach and that cack

and every operating facility bo mada avare of the roregoing.

-

Attached 1s some background material which will illustrate tha

mégnitude of tho problem and confusion that exisats,

We will keep you abreast of any pajor changes that occur. Aoy

articles yau may happen upon should be sent. to Departzont 182-2,

Loss Preventicn Mannager.

PO

Wa feel thls subject {s too controvarsial to be sent directly

-. to aach plant by us for fear 1t pay get into the haonds of

persons who will misuse or misinterprat it.

GRK:plb
Att.
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Distribution: All General, Manufacturing and Production Manogers;
G.H. Huntlecy, \.i. llollowmy and C.P. Kipp.
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