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‘Open-Air Spraybng of Asbestos Materials
344 oulcl Be Banned by New EPA Standards

training of workers won't be needed. Additional

]' costs aren't antleipated for berylfum users,
+ bestos firepyooflng and insulation would be pro-{ but the mercury-cell chlor-sikali plants wil
“hibited under new alr-emission standards pro-|have to spend'from 0.6% {0 0.9% of annual total
Protection { products’ worth, The figure for mines will be

2.5% to 3.69%, the agency estimaled.

’ By n WaLL STaser JouRd AL Stalf Reporter
* WASHINGTON - Open-alr spraying of as-

posed by the Environmental

;\gcncy
" The clean-air standards, which cover beryl-
Staughter, chie{ of the EPA‘s hazardous pollu-

‘lum and mercury as well ag asbestos, also
“would: tants branch, sald the agency has been advised
—Require tndustry to use fiters to clean|by Industry that the addltional costs mean the
end of mertury mining in the U.S. However,

_any gascs produced in the mining, miiling and
"manufactuting of asbestos-containing matert-
. als and to ellntinate visible emisslons from cer-
. tain sources related fo their operations,
v —8et beryllium-emission ceilings for extrac-
tion plants, machine shops, foundries, ceramic
{ plants, propellant plants and incinerators that
iare designed to dispose of toxic substances,
These ceilings would limit emisstons of the pol-
!sonous nietal to & maximum of 10 grams per
+ 24-lour day, or to the polnt that beryltium con.
| centrations won't exceed an average 0.01 mi-

) erogram per cublc meter of afr for 30 days.
- — Require rocket-motor test facilities to
!y keep concentrations of berylilum In the sur-
' rounding atmosphere within a celllng of 75 mi.
, crogram minutes per cublc meter of air accu-
mulated during any two consecutlve weeks. (A
‘microgram minute ts derived by dividiag the
‘welght of the matertal collected by the flow
‘rate expressed in cuble meters of air per min-
tute.t The rule provides that the sampling muast
1be -done in not less than 10 minutes and not

‘wore than 60 minutes, An EPA officlal ex.
plaied that the agency wotld require. m net-
wotk of sampling devices get {o collect for

varying perlods of time within this range.

i --Require mercury-cell chior-alkall plants
‘wmch produce chlorine and alkali caustic, and
printary mercury mines to’ limit emissions toa
maximun of five pounds of mercury over &|ings on the propbsals within 30 days and also is
allowing 80 days for written comments,

Z4-hour pertod,

« The inhalation of sshestos flbers has been
linked to a number of humsan diseases includ-
g aronchial cancer. Berylllum in high con.

manximum atmosapheric levels of stx major pol

veutrations ean cawse preumoniaike diseases,
wlinte werewy poisonlug disablen the nervous

wystem,
" Costs ol Compliunce Assessed

‘The greatest economic impact from the pro-
. pused standards would be telt by the nine as-
thestos mills processing domestlc ores. The

i
{ EPA estimated that thelr cost of comply
will range up to 6.7% of the average 1869 o

iy price of n ton of domcestically produced as-
sphestos, ‘The averngo flgurs for all the mllls,

the | adium, mangsnese and arsenic, Dr, 'Vaun A

Newell, EPA health effects director, told the

{however, only would amount to 0.9%,
ageney sald.

At a briefing on the proposal, Dale M,

Mr. Slaughter argued that depressed mercury
prices, not environmental costs, would be tle
real cause of such a development. At present,
the fndustry, located in Calffornia, Nevada and
Utah, consists of two large mines, with fewer
than 200 workers altogether, pius 30 to 40 one-
man and two-man mines. In 1969, when mer.
cury prices were triple current levels, 108 mer-
cury mines were operating, he noted,
The asbestos-spraying ban would bs tem-
pered by the provision that apraying may be
done Indoors "under condftions where the afr
that would be relessed to the atmosphere can
be cleaned.”

Beryltium users also would have the cholce
of complying with the 24-hour-day maximum or
the ceiling average over a 30-day perfod.
Approximately 300 machine shops, ceramics
plants, propellant plants, extraction plants and,
foundries could cause beryllium emissions, But
because the light metal’s extreme toxicity long
has been recognized, “the major portion of the
industry already has the emisslon controls
needed to comply with the proposed stan.
dards,” the agenoy said. For thls reason, and
because beryllium trapped in alr filtration de.
vices has reprocessing value, it sald the stan.
dards *‘are expected to have little impact on

the industry.””
The EPA said it will announce public hear-

Agency Looks to Further Limitations
Eariier this year, the EPA made f{inal the

fulants, Inchuding paclicnintes sulphur disxide
and carbon monoxide, that will be permittod
under {ederal-state control plans due to take ef-

fect tn mid-1975.
In addition, the agency s authorized by the

ing
el

briefing.

Clean Alr Act of 1070 to establish specifle
source emisslon limits for toxic subatances.
The proposals snnounced Friday represent the
tirst response to thls mandate. But the agency
niow 19 looking into the possible need for simi.
ar emlasion limits on air-borne cadmium, van.

i
’i Prodncers of asbestos products, including
! floor tile, reinforced friction materlals, paper
amd Lentiles, fnve an "annualized cost” equal ta
0., of the “output product value,” according
”(u the BPA, Tiis would tesult fn an average
prodint prkee Increase of 0.3%, with the moat
samteant being 2.65% for asbestos paper prod-
.lmh the sgenecy sald.
The ban on sprayed agbestos would affect
onty about 0.595 of annual domestic consump-
tien The EPA sald that Increased costs for

One major source of alr-borne aabestos, mo-
tor-vohicle brake linings, lsn't covered by the
proposed standarda. However, control of brake
emisslons is ‘‘eing assessed,” EPA officials
sald.
Sources of mercury In the afr also not cov-
ered by the proposed standards are fossil fuels,
notably coal, Dr. Newell explalned that be-
cause high stacky and even higher-rising

smoke plumes distribute emissions from such
sources quite widely, the EPA beuuy.o thare's

H

{ suistitute materials will range up to 16%, but
thet new spraying equipment and extenafve re- *lttle chance’ of them exceeding the ceilings.
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