ATLAS AsBesToS COMPANY

M.l.- OF BEA ASSESTOS MmEs, AV
BO800 HOCHELAOA STREKTY
MONTREAL

December 16, 1978

Judge René Beaudry

Président

Comité d'Etude sur la Salubrité
dans 1'Industrie de l'Amiante
Montxéal -

Monsieur le Président,

As president of Atlas Asbestos Company X am .
disturbed by misunderstandings caueed by -
the report and testimony given by Dr. l’hiuppo
Landry to the Beandry Comniuion. S

I 4o not deny that a largo number ot At].a
employees have asbestos-related diseases cmued
by conditions of the past. This information. :
is well known to officials of the Quebec m::k-
men's Compensation comislion. fL

What does dhturb me greatly is th. mislead
publicity given our Company - easily 1dentitiod
" because of our position in the Quebec asbestos

industry and our past association with Dr. Landry. .

This portrays Atlas Asbestos Company as having
no real concern about the health of its employees

and this is not true. I refer you to Dr. Philippe

Duval and Dr. Pernand Grégoire, officials of
the Quebec Workmen's Compensation Commission,

wvho are aware ‘of our deep concern and activities '

to improve health standards in our plant,
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* per ce in Quebec and:in the U.8.. wa; nndortook..
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In 1970 Dr. Landry expressed concern about a
growing health problem at Atlas and, with the
cooperation of the Quebec government we made
it a policy to send all employees with over
15 yeara' service to the lavoisier Institute
for a three-day examination. This resulted
in detection of the large number of cases
referred to by Dr. Landry.

Up to that time industry knowledge of the. .
hazard and techniques for control had not been
too advanced. In 1973 we undertook to bring
our plant to a 2 fibre per cc level and went

on record with the Quebec Workmen's Compensation
Commission that this was our intention. We .
started a three-year program which has now been
completed at a cost ot $1/2 nill:lon. .

With existing roguhtionl requlrinq 5 fibres

as responsible nanagm. a self-imposed lower’
standard of 2 fibres per cao. and we have atuined
that standarxd..

In 1974 thero were 441~£1bro countsy of these
counts there were none over S ﬂ.hra per coc and o
only 19 over 2 fibres per cc,  In eleven mt!u W
through Rovember 1975 there has boon a total

of 377 counts; of these there were none over

S fibres per cc and only 24 over 2 fibres per cc.
Enough of these counts have been verified by

the Quebec Depa:tmnt of Health to pzova their
validity,

Dr. lLandry was our Company doctor from Octobgr
1967 to September 1, 1974 and was privy to Atlas
health matters. He reported favoradbly on our
program in improving dust control and achieving
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a 2 fibre level at a joint conference of
affiliated companies' doctors in England in
May 1974.

We agree with most of the recommendations

made by Dr. Landry with reference to employees'
medicals, a dust limit of 2 fibres per co

for our type of asbestos-cement manufacture,
dust counts available to employees, visits by
Government inspectors, as these are already
our practice. We also agree with the sugges-.
tion with respeact to smoking and we plan to
step “p our anti-smoking campalgn. o

#e do not agree with his roeomndatlcn on -
incentive systems, as in our opinion, this is

irrelevant. The dust count must.be kept below -

2 fibres per cc regardless of the speed of
speration. We do not use Crocidolite but we
10 use a small quantity of Amosite fibre. “We .
wave no evidence that Amosite fibre is mors

wmrmful than Chrysotile but if -this.is proven.
its use will be elhumted

1ith the evidence of our achiavmentl', in' dus
rontrol, we resent any implication of apathy .-
‘owards the health of Atlas employees’ and.the ;
‘tatement that the "indu-try -hould bo cleaned‘
p imediately . ;

-incerely,

resident

e: Dr. Philippe Landry
Dr. Philippe Duval
Dr. Fernand Grégoire

" industrie intéressée & 1a transfo

“1a chrysotile (aatante blanche) er\association selon le

l diftérents degrés.

© " ot cor pulmonale, & enployés avec une amianfo
. pulmonaire et 1 cas 4t & un mésothélioms. S c¢as sont A% &és d'autres maladies

273-2248

- - * DR PHILIPPE LANDRY, m.0. r.c.C.P.
MALADICS PULMONAIRES
3995 EST, RUE SEAVBHN
nontndas 230

Le 9 décendre, 1975.

Monsieur le Président,

. 'l en 1e privildge g
ot matériel de construction, L'ax \nte utiilsée pour.ces
mesuntc (smiante bleue) ou 1'adpsite (M bmo)

De 1967 & 1974, sur A5% \gployés’ exm iés Jv9 ont veoersere
d'mmnm.whmtldopn N ﬁ‘mh -

‘Au premier Jlndcr 1973, oy & 6tatent :
encore A 1'emploi de 1a compagnie, -et an 13 Wovesbry. ce noadbre
¢tait sugmenté A plus de 100 employés F R

L'exposition moyenne m
compensés était cntuxs ot 24 ans,

" Sur les 18 employéds déo‘dés
ont eu une autopsie, Sur les 18 décds, 3

bs cancer. b cas sont
ifs avec amiantose
amiantose ou le. -

assocides 3 de 1'amiantose plus ou moins fvancée mais’
associée, 3 cas sont dé&iés pour des
cancer,

Pepuie upt-hro ﬂ o
5 employés n.ttuntl d'une pntl'.ologi compl.tibh svec une yleur ie amian-~
touquc. .

c'nt pourquol Je ery qu'n ‘est dc non’ tlmir de vous faire
les recommdatiom suivantes poyf €liminer 1'anmiantose et diminuer le nombre
d'exployés susceptibles d'8tre gfteints de cancer des voies respiratoires st
qui travaillent dans l'industrit secondaire de l'amiante y compris ceux
des sous-contracteurs., e, ‘



