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oo Mrs Nancy Tait's vamphlct
May, 1977

GENERAL

Hrs Nancy Tailt’s nev pamphlet covoxs a wide field nud ity
contents neod to be evaluated by people whose profescional
xnowledge covers wedicine (including medical care, dlagnosis
and treatment), psthology, epidemiology, statistics,comsunity
N health, waste disposal, industrial bygleans and 10@1
compensation, .

. To deal with all these facets of the asbovetos/health .problem
. 15 embitious and mnderstandably difficult vithin the compaas
: or n short pnmphlot, and it is equally difficult foy a brief
Co commentary - to discuss the subject in depth oxr to deal with
avexry singlo error, Vo do not commoent on the slurs wvhich the
’ O yamp)‘unt casts, ummecassarily, on the professional.reputation
of iudividual doctoxrs. There are howaver several points omn
which obvious comment can be mads immedintely and with .
reasonadbla brevity for the bonesfat of readers vho are not an
\ a position to verify references foxr ihsmselves,

-Page 1
ci PA sookesman for the Asbestos Information Committee revorted,

at an Indastiv-Government Confexence in Yashington in

Se’gtemh exr, 1976, , s

No apokcsmz\n far the Asbestos Information Committes repoxted
- . dt.this’ Vaa}ungtou conforencée. -Hr A A Cross addressed: it in

-his role {at -that time) of Chairwan, Standing Committes,

International Aabestoa Informuﬁion Conferonce.

f

Chrva> otile a cx:c:x_nog‘n

o 'I‘he nbutmct ol Profeasor Corbott McDopald's latest presentation
"Meaothcucma and 'Asbestos ~ Fibre Type~ concludo:: that “the
x‘isk .ofmesotbBelioma after crocidolite exposure vould .appear to
be nt lemrat ‘50 times greator than that associated with chrysotil
: production."'ﬂxis does not mean- thut mescthelioma cannot be cause
- by chrysotdlo’,-but 41t doos mean that chrysotile,is probably only
1ixoly to be a cause of moasothelioma where oxposure hos bocn
particu;mly beavy or vhore a-man i's axm:pt:.onnlly ‘susceptidble,

Kobocdy 4n the UK han ever claimed that “cliryaotilc is gafe”.
Enormous offorts are made to minimise exposure to it, im viev of
* 1ts knowvn associntions with all three usboatos—related-disemm:.

‘Paze 14

DHSS Concer Epidemiclosy and Ciinical Trial Umit.

5
<
wd T’he Amexdcnon Na:(onal Institute of Occupational Safety and Healt
<« (NIOSH) whatever 1t may have. published, could not po3sidly nhave
< the results of the Trials Unit stody bocause ' this has not yet
E been comploted. The most that has reliably uppunred i3 the
T evidoxco of- Hr Julian- Peto, published' to- the Advﬁ.sory Committoe
-
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o —:* —:—. OR.AINECE 5 Ty WG R wwad Ikl %@,«,tmt;(:@mttce-sn 16tk Juna,
1977, o month after Mrs Tait's pamphlet went to presoc.
Pagu 111 :
o It is not true to say that "crocidolitsvas not used® in the

production of asbestos toxtiles at Turmer & Newall, Rochdals.

f Conaiderable amounts of crocidolite (bluo) vere usad before
1951, and it was encountersd in the chesaa windaiug and plaiting
sactions of the factory up to 1966.

. “Excens denths from circulatory disease™

n Mrs Tadt has oodttoed the comment by the authora (Anox, Holmes,
. . 8ix Richaxd Deil and u:.;.l; in yelation to sueh Geaths in vorkers
+7_ exposed since 193], that"it seems probable that this 1s a chance
finding of mo medical importamece®, She has nlso omitted their
Goswun €, on ‘the oxcsusy ofl uhhar cuncers that “the "small excoess of-
. .deaths due to other Beoplasms is not statistically significant”,

omesn, one. of them a non-smoker, had died from ijung cancerxr”

A reader tould be forgiven for thinking tbat quits s nuwber of
G vomen had died froa luug cancer. In fact tvg women vere
reported, onoe a Smokar, ona a nen~-emoker,

Mrs mu has also omitted tho quite important canclusion of the
xmthors that 'mnong men:and wvomén vho. hmve worked in the
acheduled &reas; only sinoe: 1933 tha. obsorved mortality. from 211 .
‘catises 13 olosa ts. the expected (79 against 61,05)".

R MWo- 0o :lnamthnt irstand ST Y 4n 100 beiruz Q_Khtlv‘ urrected, .-

e L SS9 TR 1 i 10 - Had _dicd from resviratory "disesse?.

—— o " Myd Tait's comment ha3a uo bearing.on the edequacy »T-the standaxrd .
Thé |Bri 43k Occupational Rygieno Sooiaty recommended a 2 £/ml

. : atandax-d on, the basis gthat this would Yaduce the risk of
encohnter:!.ng the first clindcs) signs o1 asbestosis, after 50
Ycar:s contimous exposure to 1 in 100. The group, of vorkers
studied have largely been eXxposéd to appreciably Llgher exposures
than 2 £/nl. Fowever, 4m a swall sub-group which has been
expo:;ed for the flist time .since 1551 at dusi levels kmown to
bave been in the region of 2 f/ml, thore have bean no cases of

O' .. Ry, asbestos disease whatever,

Pé‘gn v

I Pinother oompumy, which clanimed a- trouble=fige racoid had not
“Tusen’ in;éxistance for tho leapth of time -which marmally elangses
batween expostro. to. asbestos and devalopment. ol disedse. On
average this is" 2% 'years for lung capcexr: 35 yeanrs-for. -
masothelioma"‘ - N o -7 - -

The . taotory descxibed was tho Rhoouo lactory ol TAC Con:.h—uction
- Materdals Ltd, which has been operated by that company. for %2
YQ&X‘D.

"Professor Six Richzrd Doll of tas LHSS. Cancey Enidemiclery Unit

ui Oxiorm_nas pubifsned (umninonly an America] that, barimse at
i1a_en extromalv dongerows watarial which othew nmtaordnix can renlac:
our'ht..to Lan t)nc use of asbeatese. T .

17tb May 1977 Sixr Richard’ DPoll wrote the folloving lettor to
V&Icer Sad thoxw 3
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Lo - ."lv{m .dost distressed -to see the statement attributed to me

A ;in thé. Toport of ths weating of the New York Academy of Science,

[ It certainly is not wy view tlidt the use of asbestos should be
vanned. Tt i3, hoveveyr, my viev that the uae of crocidolite
should. be banned.  Pleasae feel free to use this Statement 1n

{ . any way you want®,

. ..
i Community Concern
T -

The views of Dxr Robert Murroy are quoted as 1f he was oappoaed to
; tho _opening . of n new brake lining factoxy at Ovens, near Cork,

- His jnctial - assesament gpposred -in- the Lx‘io‘* Times on 17th Hay,
L in t&m fo],lwing tormos

beo w0 0 "Ona Lntanmcioxml mad:loal oxpart brought to Cork by the
. e e .. . IDA. 1iterally staked his professional reputation oz the
A%t L.l torv .:beldef. that néither the factory rior the dump will canse
<% .l ft«l. .-cancst or .other disenses amopng vorkers oxr the Cowumuni ties
THIT e . :. m~.14ving dround them.'There i3 no medical reassn why this

plant should not go ahead,' Dr Robart Huxray 'told the
_county council maoting“.

T . Page vid

f " Thi csbo 000 negded foxr the AIC!s advortising cemouign wvas
- . pnsaod 1n ten minutes of discuwsion”

‘egato -of discussiom by Board mombex‘s of. :nember

: the -AJIC amounted to mzuxy hours, ax:d individual
Boa.rd. membera came to ths relevant AIC, committse. medting with
a cl ar idea or thoixr Souwpenies 'v:levs. These vers . unanimous,
LT Zorth 8. only -methad of _dectring a: lutfurm foi, & 'oaixmccd
T e praaenta on,ﬂoz‘ thowiﬂaues at staka as to. takd: 'paid -

X adVoz-ts.Bing ‘space, .pince’ the :Lndustry's vieus vére nat

) recoiv:i.ng more than cursory. editerisl notice i the medin at
tha ti;ne (14té spring ond early summer 1976). .

. T The, Advertisina Standards Authordty

© The 4SA did not cxiticise the AXC.advertisement "as being
I c’omplacent about the ldtent dangers and oversimplilying the
- O ‘heslth’ Hnzaxrds. of asbestos and as: 3iving information which i3
._proma.mro and unsubstantiable®, Nowvheid im “their ruling did
ithé ‘ASA~ w30 ‘the .vords’ “complacent®, "promature®.or

s bstmtinblo ‘s, ~They suid *The advertisement did not, in
t] uthority!s v:lmr, make” ndoquatol‘p cloar . tba - there oxists °
“apub, tantisl- difference of médiell opinion "about the’ Extent |
Al €at, nad-futurs .riska reloted €0 asbestosIn -
" coxmequonco ;there wns a degree of> over"aimplificution-wmch T
= -\ might Have - “Hid- the- -affect of. obgcuring™ 3ome 6f the “uncertainties
- . in tho medical assessments of the haZards,”

T - ~y ~ ] .
m . .
g - Aznmial Reboxrt of H.M Chief TInavector of Pactories, 1974
Dl ~ SRR A t/ml ~ tvice .tha official Ihrpiano Standora®,

-—~-—-$—~-.—In 197&-—1:)\&.01‘1‘1:1&1 hygiene standard of 2 f/ml was not a ceiling
but -a target towards' vhich industry vas-expected to 'aim. The prac
.""1 of the FTactory Inspectorato ap” set out in 1t§ Technicsl Data Nota
tTt © - was to. take no action if a ten-wmimute sagple shoved asbestes dust
lavels 'to be bolow 2 £/w) and to -a3k i‘or 1mprovements if the leve

-+ wnp botwoon 2 and 12 f/wmi, -It is ondy iR the~ past, fov monthy
tlmt Tachnico.l Dutn HNoto 13 hus beont spupersedod tn* lfvadleno Noto )




Ar). the duwont, Zw‘m}. TenawRskly peeotieakis (B) o
A coiling of-2 f 0l whon avor:xged over 4 hours aud (0) o ceildng
- For a 10 minute sample of 12 fjml,

) " The 1975 Indnstry and Services Report ¢f tho Health and Safety
) © Executive, wvhich Mrs Tait has not quoted, reports os follows oo
o tho industry's achievoments two years ago:-—

s 20§ a total of 675 reprosentative personal samples taken in

- .-. the vorkexs! breathing Zope over a A hour period, 9%5% wers

_ belov the cuxrent hyglone: standaxd of 2 ¢/ml and 99% wvers

i, belov I f/mi, A further 280 ropresentative personal samplos
taken at 18 factorlies vwlilck do not have fecillties for
undertaking theix own medicsl :urvail.unco ol' ﬁmployees

- ~FoVaaled FU % wolow 2 "/’m &Xx(‘i 55% below & ¥/mi¥.
'.':_,..'v '
Pnﬁu L . e
T .—.j();II.O' /ol “vepresents 9,600,000.1ibres Sreathed in-a dav and is
- i tvice - tha lovel which ths-TUC recommends should @usiy in

- ’ industyy for all h—gas of oabaatos"

O Most of the ﬁ.brcsx bx—nathod in are alsc breathed out or dealt
) Vith by ths body'n rajGCtion machond am, .

“-*Fori.every riﬁréfébm;t”éd; 'tﬁé'rb—nre ,bcﬁ'bbz; 100 'and’:‘.looo smaller.
’-ﬁnccnnted fibres®. e e B -

’x'he—{ihraa tHFE" are countod are- thoao that n.rb blologd call}'
sigpificant (L.o..fibrod iore tUan. 5 Giérons long and loss thax
LAt L ‘"3 microns in diametar),

LIS S A

Page x1

IARC Statement of scove ot Eroblem related 40 aabestos expodure

“Thé-"paragraph quoted. {xom t_xn Internailonal Agency for Research ox
Cs.\ncer publication_does not dppeer 18 the oain bo&y o the Teport

RS ¢u0"446vﬁuu '-mrnmg \lrﬁy' .»omeuod w_a.a'--aw asbestos,
¢ :feff'that 4n. view of tha importunce 0f” thd's substance, this
odograph should- a¥no prosent ¥:3 qu:mtatntivo ev’nlnation of
the future scope-of ths problem im terms of “socioty us &
““whole. Such’ Toxrscasts. axre. dependent on sevéral variibles
R, 175 Cannot ‘be predietad with certai_n’t‘y. - -Yithout Implying
disagréemont with the vilows of the Workixng Group, -the
Director of the IARC has Toqusdtad that this scétion
appear os an Appendix to tha main text of. the monograph,.®

,_,Z;,’:-@M © The Asbostes Infe.wmation Commities
R - SUPECE tad by BBA Group Ltd
Rt Y © 27th Junme 1377 i Cape Induatries Ltd

R : . . Eternit Bld.Products L

) - .- : © - - - Mhrper/& Nawall- Ltd, a
- . T ST T othux- -Bri tish aabeuto:
comrpnmo:v

'For E\;r'ther Ini‘o‘rmntion contact -- 11 ovd B\rrlington Strect; -
Yo laged 0 L . LONDON ¥1X 1l4.: (01 439 0573)




0
(3
o
15 /
.
0 a 3
", v
- £ §
D ,
3 ) ;
v 1
0 b D)
)
¥, y ¢ A
N g
o
S . copgis) )
A 1
Y o
0 ®
. vl
i
» 8
&
(4 \
4 0
>
- e s i i
. - -
4 oy
. , C i
0o
. o o
- " - v
- IS “
' '
wm s
v

4




STE SOt

JRTTIIR SEVOWRLASY

by -

NANCY TAIT.

QSEES'”GS K%LLS

" NEW FACTS 1977

{a

\ - Churchill Fellow 19764 -

Ty 08565

ot e T T




[
vt
LY

Cataranr

s Cr—

it

asbestos lndustrY whlch led to tha appointment, by the Quebec Provindal Governr

mant, of the ‘Comitd d"¢tuds sur la salubritd dans Findustrie ds Famiante' of which
Judge, Beaudry was president

mmmmmdm&ummed

Tha nudv at mn mines and mills in Ttwtford, Quebec Provincee, 3 s Imporant be-

. cause sxposure was only to chrysotils, yet 697 or 80% of 1161 workery were found to

have abnormal Xerays, 4% of nonrsmokers and 46% of thase who had ‘worked whare
dust counts warn lowest, as in open.pits above ground, were also found to be affectod.

83.5% .01 smokers and T6% of thosa working in very uusty conditicna had abricmal’

X-rays. A morgallty study reported excess deaths from lung cancer. 586 of 714 workers
found in 1974 ‘to be affected, had not been advised of thslr condition by the mines
clinic doctor, Dr Paul Cartier. .

Or Cartier, who migned in 1974, had alsa been the government inspector for thé

.araa for a number of years. Ha has published that ha *considers that ubestosis can be

toterated . quite well for many years and ths problem will remain unnecassarily serious
for meny years to coma if a ‘oo sclentific.medical concspt’ is acceptad, Others share
his.views. Professor P.C. Elmas, Oirector of tha Medical Research Council Preumocon-
losis Unit, Penarth, wrate in 1976, ‘Ag it is unusual at the prasent tUme: to detect

asbestosiy”in. workers under .the age of 50,.ii s evident that;asbestosts may wmdda:
fr it tha agy.

with other d!nb!lmes leading to tha necestity for l!d‘ltwork 3id mlnzm nt
of say 60. Lifa-fmy not be, wpredab}lyh, bormned and death from unre!ated difnase Is

' common’ l deplom such ‘callous lndmcrmce 1o’ ma suﬂenng ‘caused- by asbmos.

The Moum Sma! study at. T‘hetford whidch proves conclusively that chrymmo b

dangerous, has ot been publiclsed in \hlsoounvy tnreply w'a Parﬂamenwy Question,
the Chainnan of the Health and Safety Commission has stated that » physu.:.m from
our Employment Medical Advisory Sarvice attsnded tha dlinical examination at the
Thettord Minas in 1574 but made no report on the visn

- Although it s argusd that chrywt-le canriot penetm(c to the pleura to' cause
mesomaﬂoma. Franch. sasnarchocs Investigating casas of mesothelioma hava Idenified

ﬂbdh o{ @hrysou\a in pleural plaques and near the surfwa ‘of wie lung 5 Mesothehoma‘

has bean- dcaunomd amcngn chwysotils® mIannd n‘wir farmlh:s. yetit B sull Saifmed
that e health records of the Canadian dwysotﬂe mmers show that chrthﬂa Issale.

'DHSS Cancer Epidamiclogy and Clinical Trids Unit . . _

Further evidenca of the dangers of chrysotila is provided by studles & 7 Garried out
3t Yurner and Newall Rochdale, by the DHSS Cancor Epldemiology and Clinical
Triats Wnit at Oxtord University, Padlamsntary | Questwm have been unable to obtain
deails 6f these studies?. However, ‘e American National Institute of Occupational
Safetv &Health INIOSH)5 quotes thess studies as_ rupordnq an mmas&:d risk of

SHERD . -~ JHM 08568
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developing lung cancer {1.8 Umes the exp-ecmd)among thesa first emtering scheduled
arezs batveeen 1933 and 1950, ond an excoss of deats from lung cancar (1,9 times the
expectad) among those who started wark after 1950, when maw chust control meanres
hadboonlnnoduucdmdmdldwum much less dusty. Most workory were em-
played In tha production of txtiles for which crocidolits was not used.

Ryl

_Omn of thess swdies has besn refened to ina orwer by & member of ths Oxfard
wem {zgain obtalnabls onty In Americi), which seports that 1 1n 10 of 678 men, who
worked cnly in conditions coverod by the Asbestos Reguiauom 1831, had, by 1973,
dind from tung cancer, mesothalloma and ssbestosis 8. 17 of thess deaths had occured
try 1364, . had deﬂﬂ@ﬂamdmvdhcwmdfﬁwmamm cancer
of swomach, colon, galkbladdar and prostata, Womer, ¢nd of them 3 nosrsmokar, ed
dled trons lung cances. The researchers Knox, Holmes, Doll and Hill commeont.that the
wosngn's deaths wars unexpected In vigw of the rarity of the diseass in vworen In the

1 country = a2 whole’ B, Paymients by ths company (£1 a weéok:to widows} were made as
o _' - -1 . ’an ex-grads allowance subject’te mnmatanvumoandlumfmnuanco!oraspedﬂc
LT * period canniot be guaranteed’ Rélatives were not told that it had. bean accopted that
LA - p employment had.contributed to dr:ath. .

FOTETR? 2 R i w

(e e

s n gt o

Two members of this team, Drs, Knox and Holines, gave xha Stindards Commitma

oo i B of the Bittsh Occupational Hygiens: Socety -the mform:stmn on which our.Hyglena

AR ’ Standard of 2 fibres’ per cubic cenummkbasadand from which the Commiltrea

. L ’ concluded that if man worked for 50 years i ‘conditions which allowed 2 flbres of

o 1 -chirysatile per cubic-centimetre of ‘air {L.e, 2'mifiion’ fibres bredthed Ia ah hour) lesy,

S R than 1 man in 100 would ba affected and ho Weald show only the very earflest signs of

1 tha tfects of asbestos on the lung 2, The Comimittge described-whis data as scanty: no

s e A damh on cancer was comidered atthaugh Drsc Knox and Holimes knew it was avaitable

Lo e - . Wae now leamn that, instead of 1 in 100 being’ stightdy affected, by 1974; l in 10 had
v “ died from respiratosy disease. - .

Toho Standards Commities n:pom:d that mhaled dtry‘sonie ﬂbn’ls dissolved slowly
from the lungs, yot failed” to irivestigate the: process and the nffm this dissgived
R N asbéstos might have. Howsver, recent research In America.and France 7. which ‘was not-

T restricted ™ Investigation of the lungs, 23 Happens o often in his country, has ident-
. s rfied fibrils. of chrysotile,visible onty when an “¢legtron microscops s used, which havo
i -7 migrned through bufan- tisus to'at mgms of m bodv

X tidustrlsd diskuse stadsves \ . S
! Thn work has especb! significares “for these seeking to explain the excess deailhs
! from st cancers which ave reported by studies of asbestes ‘and thermal insulston
i workers. Deaths from thess mncen d0o not appear in sWBUsUC as deadts from ndosuial
: diieese, because onfy asbestosis and nwesothalloma are ‘preseribed’. Lung cancer in the
i . UK gualifiet for DHSS benafit onty if asbestosis is aiso diagnosed. The TUC has
l recommended that .both lung cancer and .cancer of the larynx should. be listed at
{
3
b
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When the uss df sibestos is dbcmunued ‘wusta will 5851} be s problem. Soil covar.
inqolddumpslnd’wUKhasbocnfomdtohmocmdcd.expoamgb!ueasbumsvmlcb
fesmalng uncoverad whils companies and focad aithorities argue-as to who should meet
the. mo(nmldngwmufe.,lncwc folldwing pmwmbymsldena. Industry has
offared 10 make is wasts atbestos ammtmlhubafmhudxmpod.mm
community Mlsmvng!ymﬁupfomdxlm.marasd\oo( hwmnmh!olcrwam
tsbe:ttmvmlnthh1ormandthmnnoe&xpemcznnotammmthmﬁmmbalevni
of expoture to asbestos dust which is fres of risk, factortes and dumps shouid Aot
operats whars homes, schoots, shops of farma may be affected. ”

Pummﬁoml axposure

The- experts who roported to the Commission of the Ewropean- Communhm on
the -Public Health Risks of-Expeaure 1o, Ashestos, decided that, Therg. ére ot sub
ficiant data® % estimstn the :{z:o of the’ populstfon at Hsk’_trom: mocu.madml or
doméstic sxposwe They mpon "Or,-Hotmes! claim that* Expenm’m from the Rochdale
xibestox industry UK does not raveal any lncnasad provalencs of dlseaxes in reladves:
in this case;however @thor srict hygienu mwum are boing taken: workers.are not
allowed to take working dlothes home; 1aundaring is- performed within the factory’16.

in foct tha company pravidas and !aundm ‘onty’a lome cnax-rypn overall for the
majority “of workers; even hezdcovering iy omional. Asbestos® ﬁbrm leave the factory
irasir-aind doﬁ‘\mg and will connnuo fo do'so until thdwen and a complem changa of
clotiing,anid shoes is provided- fnr all workarn, No- morralrty mydy of the community
a3 a-whols _has*Begdmade. In his mRGL-to° ‘the Sumdank Commme-e, Dr' Holmes
referred to Rochdals as 3 "conurbation with a “high' pmvalcnca of chron{c bronchidy’
and described two warksrs as ‘members’ of a locsl Iamu bronchiuc tamuv‘ 9

“In. anm‘her own,” althouqh a worker was {ound at post morter -to- have evidencs -

of “eiposuia o astiestem, the: daoendams were refusedpéinion on the grounds that he
was Deated 33° bronchite, ‘not mbestotic, during-tife...In" other. cxes, 2 dxagnom of
a:bmwus or mewmcnoma has been; oonuzsmd uniil” conf'rrm*d by ponmoncm. Only
voomﬂy hayn Genaral Przcdnonen becnmc aware that mdusmal dispates, mey affect
the- commumty. "Many. repoit vm mu mmmt s wsenmd by” Emoloymem Medical
Advisers and company doctor. - - seo -

Damestdc sxposure o

While some.sectioni of indwstry siill Gy to da«m nm morv ix 0o (isk to the
general public from asbestos, othars admit that the risks exist, but daim that diey can
ba reduced to'an acceptable {evel, Ounng 1976, reports hava reached ma of an sbestos
Ironstand given to-a'baby 2 3 plaything, asbestos paper used a3 petlets by schoolboys,
2 toy cupboard lined with-sshestos' and children plaving on abestos dumps or near

. Waxte wamr fromu.tmtm(x‘ond md mmmwi L3undrics onteny e wtﬁlc ITWTTIgE TyIm,
Sludgo is 1orend ¢n lamﬂand.
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workmen cutting mbestos mawrlalx, Such expusures would ot be rermembered if
diwemsa dovotoped In 40 yedrs tma. TO protsct the community the conwols would
have to be a3 rigid a3 thots designed to emsure the safs uss of radio-active materfal:
Suth memsures are not precticabls In homes, shops, offices; sehools and hospitals,
where xbestos B frequendy handled carelessly when repsins to existing asbéytos
becoms necessary or-when ngw asbestos I3 fitwed 10 Mmoot the requiremients of the e
regulations. Industry In Americs has reported that the dust taken homae in a worker’s
clothes Is 2 parmanent cancer risk to the family and that, onca in the homs, asbestas
impregnates- arpats and furniture and is reclrculated In tie braathing zons by any
movemsnt, particulorly by vecinm clesning 17 . These who cldm that controls can
miake-tha use of sboyioy safe, cannog b gware thay M L;qxs!aﬂm axistz in the
UKmpmzmmm.mwmmmmndn me of-contrictors cutting asbestos
In occupled premises’ and Jesving unsesled surfaces, dust .and debnx, which must
improgmte the home, The itk will mm"d acrpss Europs H tha Eureman Comrnunicy

‘Introduces  Fire negu!atjcm similar t those wmcn cregted tha ‘problem In the UK.

he Advisory Commirice an Iubaum
No amrmpt has yst-been madn 10" deal affectivaly vmh e Wobtam in the UK’
whers many sill claim that chrysaulo is szfa and whera the Advitory Committee on
Asbeston bay:fssued an Intsriay SEomdnt whlch ‘i’ only ricorianded What fuither
resdaich is necsssary and that sxposure 1 all forfa-of asbestos dust should ba feducsd
o the minimum ressonably pncucnblc 18, T'hu has ple:«ned the A:bcnos tnformation
Commhm

The Azhestos informadon Commimn

" This Committee b responsible for Tomo ot the mamf pmbiems arising from the
uss of a;bestoa which faca government, workam and the cmnmunhy. T -
~Tha, EOO,DOO necded for their. 1976 ad’vermlng mmpalgn *as “passed ln Ten
minute‘x of discussion although, in-1975, their oxpénditure ‘cn adeﬂlsmg In the-UK
was cut back from £55,000'w €50,000 1. Oné of their full gaga pitss_sdvertizoments
wa qitivised by the Advertising Standards Aumtmw as D(:mg comnlacem about the
1amnt dungere and: wm)mplﬁfying the health horards of ssbostes and as gving miom»-
ation _which b -premature and unsubstantiable. ;Thﬂ Authomy also drivicised the

advertisement-becus it did noz-maka iticiear: that-the. Asbestos tnformation. Com-

mittes.-wes set ud by, mnd-Is funded- by, # consortium of asbcstos manufactusérs., bue
implied that tha AIC was connected wim thie vacmmant’x Axbc:wu Advisory Com-
mites and obtained ity advics trom otficial govemmem sourou. That advertwement
will not appesr agin, .
_Asbegtag Kills
As part of theit campaign, theAlC produced a commesary Gn Asbestes Kills, I
25080 .
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contains untrue statements wch as ‘cates e registmred (by Pneumoconiosis Boards)
solely on the Identification of disability due 10 observed fibrosiy’, “The Industry was
helpful w0 Mrs Talt at the tims of her husband’s death” and “Mrs Tait's source for this
statsmont ks an sllegadon in a wlovision programme’,

Although much of the commentary s concemed with tivial doils only, the
flrst page -shows dearty the atthtude of Industy to safety memures and comrol,
lgnorlng tha official Health & Safety Exscutive.Hygiene Standsrds to which | referred
and which state that occupational exposure to chrysotila dmt should not exceed 2
t/mil when mesmrements are gversged ovar-a 4 hoir period, or 12 t/int when measured
over any 10 minute period, tha AIC impfies that much higher dust counts ase socepted
officially, by dalming:

*Sincs the BOHS Standird was not a “2 fibrs" sundardbutl'lno fibro year per

millilitre” smndard tha allowable conwntration for- anyane with 25 years contin-

uous exposwe would be 4 t/mi, and with only 10 years continuous exposure, 10

f/mi’ Tbo BOMS only advised dis Dm of Employment, mﬂd nmsauhu standards,

Tha AIC dalms ‘... a working atmosphm which -is* odequam in.relation w
asbestosls I regqandéd a3 adequate In relation 1o lung cancér, 3iso” as if this-were.the
official oplnicn, although both the BOHS and tig Heatth and Safety Excwuva have
publithed that the numarical rclaﬂomhlp bctwuon asbmm and mcer risk & not
Knowsn. H

Asbestos- Kills quotes From. the Annual Heport 1914 of HM. C}nef lmpector of
-Factories, that 97 of 400 samples were’ found So-be above the: Hyg&;nu Stendard of
-2:1/mi. The AIC claimasthat this s ‘3 me! 'piece of miirepresantation” ‘becausa 65,

-~*abve 2it/m), wire not Fbove 4-t/mi*E fwite tbmgmmal "Hygiene: Standard. Would 3

motorsti- pla that-he had. not disregarded 3 Doed nmu ot 30 mph, beamse he was
travelllng at !es: man 60 mph be occemrd? ‘e =TI

Tha Asbm@om’ﬂuguds Coundl:

Asbestos related disenses A guide forthe General Practifoner by Dr Smither of
Capo Asbestos. states that it is published by the: Asbestos “Information Committes,
supported--by BBA Group Lid, Cape:lodustries Lid, Tumer & Nowall Lid and other
Britlsh Asbestos Compank: and also. b’v ths Axbenmh Rescarch Council.’

Complewiv lndeomdmt mean:n |s r:relv possible, w mdusrxv which infly-
encas resdarch by commissioning its own studies,. by financing the Asbestosis Rescarch
Council and DY grants 1o the World' Kealth Organisation and intemationat Agency for
Research on Cahcer,-abo conwols mfon-na'oon whlch meardm: necd such a5 medical
records and dml count. i

Tha presentation of information may bé unconsclously influsnced by prejudica or
may be daliberately slanted. Suminaries can be 0 brief 2s to be misleading.
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" .bemn Juss thon rhat for iunq cancer,

ERTE

fngested ssbostos | .l

Dr Smither, writing In Woman's Own, claimed that the asbaxtos in al) the beer
conmumed in this county in a year, would fill only 3 small cup. He did not mentlon
that In Asbestas ~ its pecial attributes and uses, the AlC haa published that chrysotile
fibrils are so fine that less then 1 gram, {1/30 ounce) would reach 477,680 miles w0
the moon and back. which distancs represants 385 mulfion million fibres of 8 sz
ﬁlowght ta bs capable of causing cancer.

Asbenm occurs widely In food, drink-and drugs: it hay.been_used-for water and
wwaga pipes lmd to Tover roervoirs and to lag.anks. Industry Is anxious todeny that
Ingeatnd achestne it dangereant. Mowever, tha TASC hat quatsd reoentty “Epldomiclios
Ical smdies have condistently” xhown an excaxs risk of other cancers, especially of- the
gamm Inteszinal m following exposurg to mixed fibres . , . Howavaer, such ritks have
mcteamd axpotufe 16 inhiled sdbestos nwdm:
teeds to- maemd ‘digastive systam canwt’ {100,000 colestomies are recorded In the'
UK and the figurd Is ineriiasing by 8,000 a year) ‘Smoking has not been found to be .

* assoclated” vmt)t an Inaeased risk of mesathallomas or, cancers of, thé stomch zolon -

and rectum, which ocour with aquul fmquency among- smoklnq and nommokmo
isbestos workers” 19,

Memummanuxﬂ atbaxtos duxt concengations

The practica: of referring 1o fibres per cubic cendmcrm of air, rather than totfw

Lnumber af tibras in the total vélume of air breathed, also encourages undercsﬁmaﬂon

of: ms risk, OF _Smiither daims that 0.40 fibres per cc. eomtitum a negligible risk. but,_
‘mas mpmenu 9, 600000 ‘fibres breathed in a day and is twice the level whigh the

,TUCfmcommends shauld apply in industry, for all types of asbestos, When répatting
Jas ranging bewvm 0.01 and-D2Mdfec) th

o fibres pmduced by 3, masur, & halrdryer, -
an lummg board. a <ooker or a radiant nng, Dr Sm:mer did nm ‘make it clear ﬁm each
memn-mem was only of the contiibution which- that :mg!e avpﬂanca made 3t that .
me qennral Iml ot asbestos In the- homc nor did ho maks It dear xhat thn

»measummenu he teported had. been ad[uumd by subtracting backgféund maasure-

msms fmm fhis results, Such slentific exercises bewr litde relationship to the sxpenenw
of an: Individual who- must Breatha the asbestor which has accumudated in the home
fiom all sources. Govermment Departments claim. that domestic appham:es and oven
glovey, iron, sands, cooker braids and simmering mau, need to be replaced only. whein~
darhsged or frayed, tut iz i during-the*prociss of wear that fibres arv_rubbed onto
clothing or - reieassd Idto the room, to colffect thers permanandy, 33 do the fibrex

: mxen nomo ona worku’s clothes, ai lndu:mv has reported. 7

T“a "w:ﬂ*d of counting ssteIts fibres-whitch s sumeagy n U35, i3 :aco(r..i;d T
] m:»dmuatu. Wnen 3 rurnbar of jaboratories e asked 10 Atsess the sama filter, itls -
usual for” dlffemn‘: cosmu 10 bs reported by sach lsboratory and even by lndwlduals I
a smg!e laboralory. Onlv a smal) proportion of the fibres cresént can be distrguished

X JH 08575
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o by the methods used. Industry has. rqurdrhat va + 30) 2if environmmont conaaining ’
E R 0.5 e definitely cannat be distingulshad from one of 2.0 tet with only one of 3 few
S daterminations andmévnotbodudnguhhaﬂewm?nﬂxmunydﬂmrmnaﬁau’ 17, v
TITiRT s s

' Fibmdza,maoewdpcnmdmamnowmouqhtmbomwmumaka N
ashestos carcinogenic. A fibre with a diametur less'than diax of a cail {that is finer than
2.5 microm) may piorce & coll, M the fibre ts langer than 2 micror, ths damaged ool
may be unable to sngulf it and ths cancerous proliferation may _be triggered. Very
short, stralght fibres may ns:d\ the pleun by psrwtranng to the alveolar arem of the
tung; others may migrate, e

, Fbres im than 1 mlaron In :ﬁm cwwiot ba teen when the coundng mathods
rzcommandcd for use with the quxeno Sxmdnnts are used. Thoso betwesn 1 micron
ind 1.8 microns in dlametar, even it soun. ire not ‘counted. For avery ﬂhrn counted,
therg yro bet\won 100 and 1000 smnlter, uncounmd fibres, . . . E-

12
Lafmﬂing» e e T :F“

. -

Thoe AIC has publ‘aaad that Indusm/ ha: introduced a numbar; of volunmy meas
ures’ deslgned 1o afford promctxm bust theig. gre only pa(da!ly -ffective. The waming
Jabels and lesfloty, annmnc.-:d i July 19‘)& o stilt not readity: svarisble; the volun-
tary ban on erocldolita spplics anky>to. the raw” fibre. Amports of products coitalning
crocidolite, even In the form of: fice fibre, 2ré uncomuroiled and neod nat be labetlod,

lnduxtry’swncnn\ - i»w....g';, . “r .

Y

'Sadly, oxlsdng wffwm -can on e _'
pensationt o them ind thr dcpendan“ is. rcxourunbmty e, aibastor’ indumy Has
willingly undertaken - and_m3ny, mtlllom_ 1 ‘pounds have bcan mld Both-lo direct
componsation and in mammning he earmings ot emvkwe& tzszerrnd o, l‘ghter leoss
expo:sad work’.

Compormbou

it milllons of pounds have been. pa-d in compam.anon, then many More workers
. murt be atteced than fdtustry will adm:t, 7§inco Sew receve !atgs sumye Turmner and
- § Nevyall pai widows £1 a week in 1976, If death.ls trom induistria) disexse, the: ouss
S b adds 55p a week ta_the normal widow’s pension, o makes a slnglo paymenx of up to

R s BT €300 Following wuch publicity, Tumet & Neviall fiss now incressed.from £12 £6 4

v osTer :'m" BN A T week it ‘Ex Gratia Allowarrcer pald ‘ditiiig  the:pleasuis of the board’ ot Oireczors.”
| Tha DHSS has not incroased its payments. tn many’ cases, dependants tind that the
e~k additianal company payments may e Ceducied . Trom s benefits. Few can.-them-

- SR seives afford, or are ‘able to obwin through. 2 Unicn, the expact legal- and medical
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sdvice which must vaort g clalm. Employers do not have thew duadvangou when
comesting eiaxmx

Meadlcad cure” |

‘Goud medical cao’ can deal onily with symptoms; thers I3 N0 Leaunent OF cure.

The' International Agency for Research on Cancer sz Lyon hes written The only way
“to fight cancar degths relgted o asbosts s © aliminate oxposurs to ashestes,” This
cait aiiy b done by nmmng “the us3 of a3besTo o situstony’in which it can b towily
anciosed or o which only thoss provided with fult protective. clothing sre_allowed

¢ sorasw,-Showsrg ot a comp!ata changa of clothing Befora leaving mo work piacs, are -

- essantial

Dmgnmg

An EMI sannor, which is 5aid 10 diagnow asbestosis ot a much earlies staga than

Is"postibla by other methads, is available to thote living in the Manchssmr area. A
Safety Repreasntative, Mr R Jackson has succnoded in obmining similar facllitles ln the
Humberside- Area and, because of the. high inddenca of Fbestos discass amongst
Therimal Insulation Workers, he recommends that dvey should press every Area Health
Autharity to intail this equipment

Treaumant

In Amwerica, a research progranuma at MoOUriL Sinai, to (ind an effective treatment

and means of aarly diagnaosis for mesothetioma, hm been funded-oyen initial donation
of £300,000 from Johris-Manviile end the International As:ockmon of Hear' & Frost

Insulators..and <Asbestos. Workers. Professor Selikoff has_predicted -70,000-cases “of .
mesadwﬂmm amongst Amgrican' asbastos worken dunng !bc noxt 40 vears. in e UK- "

Dr,, Munet Néwhousa estimated ‘that -3%-11% of workers employed at-an asbestod
facmw now closed, would die of masothelloma.

Inadequits contro?

The [ARC has publishad that, 'ln oi1te of tha fact that tho. harsrdi-from exposira
“t0-3sbestos dust had been clearly dafined by Merewether and Prics in the UK (a3 eaily
a1 3930 . . . insufticient ction wx tken ... By tho tme the cancer. potental had |
- been - recognised -ang ddiinsd (193580} abesios. had. perrmzwd much of- modem

mtmmv Sand, indesd, maodern sodsiv. .. . in Circun stoads ™hat we oW undersand-
sre: insdequats tor. the comrof of occupationdl diseasy, including cancors As-r result,
we arg’ Aow_ficed with a. double dilernuna, of -howe toe desl with the conséquerices of
previous inattention. and-erroi, m tarms! ‘of human disense, and of how to avoid furdher
eXpoure whith could produce diseasa in the future. . . IV many studies-of groups_of
asbestos workers; tor- example,’ apmoxsmarely 20% of alt deaths are theiresultof lung
cancér; three-quarters of which are sttributable fo their work with asbestos':19 Shioila
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} workers with unemployment.

i

. uximatas prove accuraté, soms 200.000 deadu fmm lung cancer und 50,000 desths .
from miesathelioms are tocecant tor US ‘and thesa take: no.actount of deaths which will
arisg from future exposures. .

Yet any sttempt 10 deal with the erfacu of me prob!am on paople, rathsr than on
statistics, b attacked by Industry as ‘emotive’. Despite rising profit; Industry claims
that it cannot atford to Introducs more atfective mothods of dust conwrol and throators

It Is understandablo ‘that workers and unlons invelved In the manufacturs of
abestos should fear tha threat of unemployment, but every worker employed in'the
production of asbestos puty at rlsk Kundreds of others. For brake-linings, the figures
are given as 135 &t risk from sarvicing and repair work, for every 1 pald w produce
thom. “In oddition, there is tha risk to tha general public om asbestos dust which
accumulates, in _the environment, whan released by any of-lts 3,000 uses. lnduﬂxv
should be preparsd . to  contributs to the tost_of putdng I house In orger. A con-
swma “approach such as the TUC! pmposals tor licansing of the theimal insulaton
mdnwv and fo- -programma for a charige to a!mmazfve rnau:du(s. is poutb(& Redund-
andies can be dvolded; the Introduction” of new procesies and new materials could

. CRat. employmenn British Ran ars enfordiag &, Hygmm Szandard ot O.05 fibres co
whun stripping crocidoints from exisung mmng chk. The Pun Ofﬂca has adoptéd the
JTuc recommanded swandard of 0.2 fibrés ec for all existing ssbastos. Both use altern-
adves:for new “work. Suchi messures will be effective”if applied rigxdly mrwghout
wxmdmny and me commumw.
M.Hdpmx‘f ’ . e T -

of pnopla suﬂ’urmg as 3 msult m mmzkss [x lncmaslng and Ahera
Isan um ¢ nend for an orgnmxauon to help ase who dt:ve{op -asbestos disease, dnd
theur depcnd..ms bv providin ing sympathatic advloa and lnformaoon oh_ treatment,
nurying care, benafits’ and. compensation, Actian; is slso neoded to, countaract the
mldeadlng In!ormnuon published- bv the ; Asbastos lnformation Commitee. and to
erdure “that the risks are undersiond and safety regulamum adequat.eiy enforced.

i hsve wrftt:n mainly about the nmanon in the UK, but my visits ta Eumpa and
cormpondenm from the [rest of tha world, show this (o be a problem which needs to
be 'tackled hltcmauona"y The Health & Safety ._xecunve it extending its_work in
»ndusuy ln the'UK; bur it powsrs and resources are limsted.

Those whose lives are affecmd by mo industry, :hat it those who use asbestos,
their familiés and neighbours lin fact every individual in the community) should be
hiedrd and there should be resaxrch 1o ensure. théir safery In the future and 1o alleviasts
the suffering of the victims of past neglect.

| Rope that plans for a Trust i the UK will mature in the near futirs and that the
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has invited md to wbmit my proposals {or deallng with the prablem, will exwnd tha
work to Europa.

A !ovy gon imports of raw fibre and products conminlng asbestos would meko sub-
stitiite material more compaitive and could be uted to finance the dharum to altert
ative materials and the work which needs to bo done for those who develop asbeston
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