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1er2l Electric custozers were informed in 1970 of the enviroaxental concern

ich had arisen over polychlorinated biphenyl materials (PC5's) throusgh ths wide-
read distribution of the "Cpen Letter to Industrial Custorers” and "Open Letter
Electric Utility Customers” and by other means. Since thaz tipe a great deal has
n accomplished to bring this situation under control. In particular, the responses
cognizant ageneies of the federal government have sastied a greazer degree of
:dictability., Now that the Interdspartmental Task Force report has been published,
can give customers sdditional assurance thar there wvill be a continued source of

ply ©f Pyranol capacitors and transformers and that their application is consonanc
h the public interest. 7Tbe acccmpanying statemeat has been prepared as a basis
* such customer corzunication, and has been approved by legzal cournsel of the
nsformer and Distribution Equipment Division and the Electronic Cocponents Division.
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ADVICE TO CEZNERAL ELSCTRIC CUSTCVTRS CONCIPNING PCE (FYRANOL) (R)

1. . FEDTPAL COVERNMENT PEPORT SANCTIONS CONTINUED USE OF PCB IN TRANSFQAMERS
AXD CAPACITORS ‘ .

Ceneral Electric customers may continue to purchase and apply Ceneral
Electric Pyranol transformers and capacitors, secure in the knowledge that all
cognizant US govercment agencies are’parties to a report sanctioning the continued
use of palychleorinated biphenyls (PCB) in such apparatus. The following paragraph
is quoted from ome of the findings in which the goverrment's Task Force concurred:
"6. The use of PC2's should no? be banned entirelv. Their coatinued '
use for traasformers and capacitors in the nszer fulure is considered
necessary because of the significantly inecreased risk of fire end
explosion and the disruption of electrical servie= vhich would resulc
from a ban on PCB use. Also, contitued use of PC2's iz transfor=ers ead
capacitors peseats z minimal rigk of envirormentel contemination. Theé
¥onsanto Cocpany, the sole dozestic producer, has reported voluatazily
) elimigating its discridution of PC3's to all exzept masufacturers of
elecsriczl trxensforsers azd czpecitors,”™ =-PCB's end che Environmens,
by thez Intezdepartmental Task Force oa PC2's spozserad by the Depa:::g::sy//
of Agrizulture; Cozmerce; Eealth, EZucaticn, cnd Velfzre; asd Interior.
Also sponsored by the Envisocmentezl Protection Age=cy, plus othey perstici-
pating #gencies. Pudblishad May, 1972, distributed by KIIS, Springfield,
Virginia 22151, undar accass nu=ber CCQM-72-1041%. The report ey be

ordered for $5.00,

2. APPLICATIONS TN TE= FCQOD INDUSTEY

The DA has issued & pToposed trule making concerning the epplication 6%
PCB’s in himan foods, anizal fesds, and food-packazging materizl (Federal Register,
37-54-5705, Maxch 18, 1972). From our reading of the propesed rule, it does not
gppeas to be the intenc to outlav either capacitorz or transforsers vhen applied in
accordance with the manufactures's ratings and irstalled separately from that equip-
cent wvhich L35 in direcz contact with the food, feed, or food-packaging material
being processed, Ve have vritten to the Hearing Clzrk of the Dapartment of Health,
Education, and Velfare with the suggestion thzr the exe=ption of capacitors and
transformers so applied be made explicit in the final versica of the proposed rules.
Ve enticipate concurrence by the Departnent of E=W, in viev of the following
patazrazh contained i{n thelr Draft Envirom=enszzl Izpact Statezent of May §, 1972,
regarding the Notice of Propssed Rule Making, Polychlorinated Eiphenyls:

"3. An exception to the proposed speciel provisions eliminacing
- ta.n  eettain {adustrial uses of PCB's will permit the continued use of
“ies elvetvical power equipment coatxining PC3's in regulated estadlishrents.
Tuis use of PCI'a 14 cunsidered cusentlal and presents only & mini=al .
risk of acciduntal conzaminaction of foed and the eaviresr==ac."
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[+ ANTICIPATED LECISIATION

It will be noted that prog-ess in conzrolling possible edverse environ-
eent2l effects from PCE's has co=e about largely as the result of private Lnduscry
;initlatives in li=iting epplicactions to situations vhich are controlladle, {.e.,
the use of PCB's in sealed :ransfor‘e:s and caplci:ors. As noted in the Task Force

tepor. ciced above: .

€ “The governsent has no pover to restrict imports of PCB's by
foTreign =aaufacturers and if it disagreed with Monsznto's judgment
on allowable uses if ecould not impose more stringent limizarions

on Monsanto or on any other potential manufacturer.
» .

"This regulatory gap would be filled by the Ad=iniscratiod's proposed
Toxic Substances Control Act...."

We sece no rezson to aantizipate that the passzge of the Toxic Substaaces Contsol
Act- vill 2ffecc the continued availability of GZ Pyranol tramsforzers aad

czpacitors.

thile more rescrictive Ieéisla:ion w2s at one time proposed (by
Congr2ss=an Ryac of New York), it was prepared beiore tha fipdings of the Task
Force were availadle, and has never coze out of commisttes,

-AFPARATUS TCR EMPORT

Those intending to expor: PC3-ceontzirning appatatus to cestain foreiga
countries are advised to check for possible irport restrictions., Japan 2ad
Sveden, for exazple, zre known to hzve enacted restrictive legislazion 2nd/or

license requirezents,

5., DIS?OSAL

The electrical induszry, having rtecognized that continuvazion of the
public beaefits resulting fzom the uses of PC3's rests in part vpen irdus.ry
cooperation and success in keeping this material out of the counzry's vater systes,
hzs formed Cormittee ClO7 of the Ansrican National Standards Institute te erect
guidslines Sor the proper handlizg of PC3's in manufecture and upon ultimate
disposal. Ceneral Elecitic {ntends to pre=ote full compliance with these guide=-
lines, thus helping to izplament an additionil recocrmendation eoarntained in the
Interdepars=ental Task Forece Report, n==2ly, "aa educational cespaign aized at
users to assure proser disposal.”™ The ANSI guidelines are expected to provide for
hign-se=perature incineratisa of surplus PCB liquids (e.g., fluid discacded fro=

a transior=er) and disposal In properly-canzged land-fil) cpesations of solid
pozterial which has baen in cotact with PCB's (e.g., discardsd capacitors). Tarse
peTtinent stz2tecents frem the Task Force repost t2y be noted in comnectica with

these proposed procedures:

60S£00 INFO

(1) "In:*neratzan at 2000° F or ahove for two seconds will des:ray

PC3's...."
(2) "PCS contzining material buried 4n'soil L3 not cxpez:icd to migrate =~

but should remain in place.”
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{3) "PCB's are being designated as hazerdous substaaces under
Seccion 12 (of the FPederal Water Pollution Control Act), 2nd
the suthority contained in the section could be used i{f en
sccidencal spill of PCB's intc water should occur.” (The
referenced authority concerns notification and clean-up
responsibilities, ete.) ’

. Phnding prosulgation of the ANSI guidelines, those with a disﬁosal problen are
requested to coniact the approprizte General Electric field sales office.
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