February 221 1977

John P. Schelz, Chairmn

CTTA. Task Force on Bound Fobin
Testing of Consular Talcun Products
Control, Analytical Laboratories
Johnson (Johnson Research Center
Hew Brunswick, H,J, 08910

Dear Jack;

Enclosed are the results of my analysis- of the sauplos (Set J) for the
CTFA round robin analysis of consumr talc products for asbestiform
ary>hibolc minerals.

As | mentioned to you aver the. phone February 3, 1977, X was able to
foXlov? your method pretty closely. Our instrument, a Phillips APB
3500, lias a cowputer program for determining background and givincr
net counts during the stop scan. The principle used, however, is the
same as the one in the CTFA method. .Although we used the slits
recommended in Uie CTFA methodt we find that a divergence slit of 0.5°
and s receiving slit of 0.3 mi give slightly greater sensitivity.

Wo did not fellow the dispersion staining method for the optical micro-
scopy determination. Instead, we used a refractive index liquid between
the FI of talc and that of avphiboles. The amphibolcs were identified
by the Ssche lines method and their orientation in polarized lig ht.
Arnold Shultee, Division of Microbiology, has evaluated arid comp&r&-i
the dispersion staining and polarised licht techniques. His eo«rw;ntf
are attached.

If you have any questions- please give ste a call.
HJE HFF-440 Sincerely yours,

JAW HFF-441
hmd HFF-446

CHW HFF-446
AES, HFF-127 Clifton H. Wilson
Division of Cosureties Technology
Bureau of Foods
CHP:dee V.

Approved: HMDaiv s: 02/ 22/77
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