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February 27, 1930

Hr. E. W. Webb, . A
_Ethyl Gasoline Corp.,
26 Brcadway, .

Hew York City.

Dear %r. Webb:

- I am replying to you in the’ matter ef the
letter of Dr. Gsorge F, Carroll, a copy of whose lete
ter you sent me 1n your letter of February 21,

A fair amount of information is available.
on the guestion of injuries to the skin, the eyes,
and the respiratory passsages from exposure to gaso-
line of various types. A careful observation of the
situation since the introduction of Ethyl Gasoline
upon the general masrket has failed to reveal any evi-
dences of a different action on the part of Ethyl
Gasoline as compared with ordinary gasolines. During
the past five years I and my associates have seen a
number of skin injuries which have been thought due
to the action of Ethyl Gasoline. These injuries are
in every way similar to the injuries which have been
seen from time %to time in the case of ordinary gasoe
- 1line. They are of three different types. TFirst of
all the skin asppears es though it had been dried, .
being somewhat wrinkled, with a tendency to cracking
here and there. This I believe to be due to the exe
traction of the olly substances from the skin. In
addition to this small pimple-like lesions are seen
at points where the skin came in contact with éither
liquid or volatilized gasoline. The other injury
gseen from time to time resembles an ordinary burn.
411 of these injuriles appear in the case of exposure
to ordinary gasoline, and it is apparently a fact
‘that some persons are much more susceptible than -
-othersa.  As for the ingredients .of Ethyl Gasoline,
we have failed to find. evidence of any peculiar skin
condition which results from exposure either to the-
concentrated materials or to their diluted form in
gasolines

ruch the same situation is true in the
case of the eye. Ingredients of Ethyl Gasoline are
not as irritating as is the gasoline 1tself when in-
troduced into the eye. ¥hen gasoline 1s splashed
into the eye it produces an almost Immediate irrita-
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As to,the respiratory passages;uwe’hava not :
seen any evidence of injury due to Ethyl Fluid or Ethyl
Gasoline. It is worth while in this connection to:.

point out that under the: ordinary conditions of. gaso-
1ine evaporation.the first ten to twenty:percent.of . .
commercisl Ethyl Gasoline which volatilizes cantaina ,
no measurable quantity of leed. It does contein some
small quantity of ethylene dibromide. I have never..

seen at eny time an example of irritation of the. -
bronchi. or traches from;ﬁhe,iﬁhalationﬁof the vapors ;}
of-any kind of gasoline, I have frequently observed, ..
howsver, that workmen in refineries and elsewhere. whc¢f<
are more or less continually exposed to. the. vapors. of .
gasoline in g‘sane«ra;'t;1 havg asgandency to. congeation

'and other irritating

materials which?‘re handled along with»gasoline, i
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P! 1shes to preseht ‘any oths
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