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I t a p p e a rs  th a t  M e s s r s .S c a le s  and  B o u d re a u  b e l ie v e  th a t I  w as in  a g re e m e n t 
w ith  th e m , and  in d eed  th a t  I  p ro p o se d , th a t  th e  r e su l t s  o f th e  D e tro i t  w o rk  
sh o u ld  b e  p u b lish e d  in  a  m e d ic a l jo u rn a l  (T he A m e r ic a n  Jo u rn a l  o f H y g ien e).
I t  w as m y  o p in io n  th a t in  th e  e v en t tw o a r t i c l e s  w ere  to  be p re p a re d  (one on 
th e  te c h n ic a l a s p e c ts  o f th e  w o rk , an d  a n o th e r  on  its  h y g ien ic  s ig n if ic a n c e ) , 
o n e  shou ld  a p p e a r  in  th a t  J o u rn a l  i f  p o s s ib le .  On th e  b a s is  o f th e  d is c u s s io n  
a t  th e  S ta ff  m e e t in g  w h ich  I  a t te n d e d  on  Ju ly  14, at  w h ich  i t  a p p e a re d  to  m e 
th a t  th e  c o n se n su s  w as f o r  th e  av o id an ce  o f r a is in g too m u ch  o f a n  is s u e  in  
hygienSf-and m e d ic a l c i r c le s ,  and  a t  w h ich  th e  g ro up  fa v o re d  th e  p u b lic a tio n  
o f  one a r t i c l e ,  i f  any , I co n c lu d ed  th a t  th e  b e s t  pro c e d u re  w ould be th a t 
D e tro i t  p r e p a r e  a n  a r t i c l e  f o r  p u b lic a tio n  fa  a  te ch n ic a l  jo u rn a l  of a  type  b e s t  
su i te d  to  th e i r  sp e c i f ic  p u rp o se  r  th a t  of in v e s t iga t in g  c e r ta in  phenom enon  
c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  end p ro d tic ts  o f c o m b u st io n  in  th e  in te rn a l  co m b u stio n  
e n g in e , a s  su ch  p ro d u c ts  a p p e a r  a t  th e  ta i l  p ip e  o f th e  e x h a u s t s y s te m ,

I th o u g h t th a t  th e  a r t i c le  sh o u ld  be  p re p a re d  w ith  th e  above en d  in  v iew , and 
th a t  i t  sh o u ld  th en  be  d e te rm in e d  w h a t, i f  a n y th in g, sh o u ld  be a d d ed , by  w ay 
o f re fe re n c e  to  th e  h y g ie n ic  im p l ic a t io n s  o f th e  w ork . E v id en tly  I d id  no t 
m a k e  m y s e l f  c le a r ,  and  I g a th e r  th a t I  m u s t  h av e  m is s e d  so m eth in g  in  the  
d is c u s s io n , f o r  I  le f t  th e  m e e t in g  w ith  th e  id e a  tha t  m y  v iew  w as s h a r e d  by 
M e s s r s .  S c a le s  and  B o u d re a u . T h ey  e v id e n t ly  to o k  the  o th e r  ta c k  and  b e l ie v ed  
th a t I w as in  fu l l  a g re e m e n t .  I t  w ould  a p p e a r  th a t  th e y  (o r  I) o r  a l l  o f u s  w a re  
so  w il l in g  to  a g re e  th a t w e (o r  I) f a i le d  to  e x p re ss  o u rs e lv e s  p r e c is e ly  a s  to 
w hat we w e re  a g re e in g  to . B e th is  a s  i t  m a y , ray  o pin io n , in  v iew  of  the h igh  
q u a l i ty  o f  th e  w o rk  and  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f e s ta b l is hin g  p r io r i ty  l o r  i ts  a c c o m ­
p l is h m e n t, is  th a t th is  w o rk  sh o u ld  be  p u b lish e d  a s a  fa c tu a l d e s c r ip t io n  of 
th e  fa te  o f th e  le a d  w h ich  is  in  th e  le a d e d  fu e l e mp lo y ed  by a u to m o b i le s .

A s  to  w h e re  i t  sh o u ld  be  p u b lish e d , I sh o u ld  c o n s ide r  i t  w ise  to  p u t i t  in  a  
jo u rn a l  a v a i la b le  to  te c h n ic a l  p eo p le  in  th e  f ie ld  o f w o rk  o f th e  p r im a r y  a u th o r s .  
T h is  w il l  e s ta b l is h  p r io r i t y ,  an d  co m e  to  th e  a t te nt io n  o f th e  te c h n ic a l  p eo p le  
in  the  a u to m o b ile  an d  p e tro le u m  in d u s tr y  w ho a r e  m os t  c o n c e rn e d , an d  w ho, 
a ls o ,  w il l  re c o g n iz e  an d  ack n o w led g e  th i3  c o n tr ib u tio n  o f E th y l  C o rp o ra t io n  
to  th e i r  know ledge an d  to  th e i r  i n te r e s t s .
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I should avoid m ore th a n  b r ie f  g e n e ra l  r e f e re n c e  to  th e  h y g ien ic  s ig n ific a n c e  
o f the m atter , in the fee lin g  th a t th is  w il l  be  a p p a re n t ,  in  th e  m a in , to  th o se  
who have reason  to be in te r e s te d  in  th e  a i r  p o llu t io n  p ro b le m . M en tion  can  
be m ade, if  d esired , of the fact th a t th is  w o rk  e x p la in s , in  c o n s id e ra b le  
m easu re , the resu lts  that hav e  b een  o b ta in e d  in  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f th e  le a d 
content o f urban a tm osphere, w h ich  h i th e r to  h a s  a p p e a re d  to be lo w e r  th an  
m ight have been anticipated. (T he r e s u l ts  o f much o f o u r  w o rk  hav e  b een  
p u b lish ed .)

If th is  is  done, the a r t ic le  w ill a t t r a c t  l i t t l e  a t te n t io n  o u ts id e  o f te c h n ic a l  c i r c le s  
in  the industr ies involved; i t  w il l  n o t p re c ip i ta te  c o n s id e ra t io n  and  d is c u s s ion  
o f the a ir  pollution w ith  lead , on th e  p a r t  o f p h y s ic ia n s  (few o f w hom  w il l  s e e  i t ),  
h y g ie n is ts  (who either  w il l  n o t s e e  i t  o r  w il l  n o t a p p re c ia te  fu l ly  i ts  s ig n if ic a n c e  
in  f ie  genera l situation), o r  la y  b u sy -b o d ie s  o r  c ra c k -p o ts  (who a r e  n o t te c h n i­
ca lly  m inded and would n o t r e a c t  a p p re c ia b ly  to  a  d i r e c t ,  n o n -c o n tro v e rs ial  ' 
p re s e n ta t io n  o f the ty p e  s u g g e s te d . )

T h e re  is  l i t t l e  doubt th a t  w e sh a ll h a v e  o c c a s io n  to w r i te  abou t th is  p rob le m  
latex*, w hen o u r  d a ta  (on c i ty  a i r  and  on th e  p eo p le  e x p o sed  th e re to }  have been, 
ex ten d ed  c o n s id e ra b ly . W hen th a t t im e  c o m e s , c o n s ide ra b ly  l a t e r ,  we s h a l l  
w ish  to  r e f e r  to th is  a r t i c le  and  to  p o in t o u t i ts  s ig n i f ic a n c e . T h at, in  m y  
op in ion  -  th a t  is ,  w hen th e  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  p o te n t ia l  h a z a rd  can. be 
a n sw e re d  s a t i s f a c to r i l y  -  is  th e  t im e  to  b r in g  to  th e  fo re  th e  t ru e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f 
th e  w o rk  an d  th e  r e s u l t s ,  in  re la t io n  to  th e  p u b lic h e a l th .  T h e re b y  we sh a l l  
r a i s e  th e  question  an d  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  d is p o se  o f i t .

R o b e r t  A , K ehoe, M . D
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