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FEALTH RAZARDS ’

You asked for ocur recommendations on heslth hazards which are showa below,
Befors we get into them, hovever, you should understand scms of the background,

This 1is more than & union dispute between the asbestos workers and the sheet
matal workers over wvho is to put i{n the insulation on duct systems. Wa know
of investigations being carried oa by the University of Califorais and Moung
Sinai Hospital (both with Pederal funds). There {s rumor of ons at MII}
Congress has been intorested; and the entire problem of emviromsental hazards
is receiving & mew look. S0 far as we are able to determins, thers 1is no evie
dence that glass fibers of any sire or dismeter cause cancer, lung diseass, etc.
On:hco:hnxhnd. :weuemghmunboutubutosnthtnuwrhy-
man's opinion & fire is involved. Surveys of union locals in Cincinnati, New
York and New Jersey reveal a substsantially higher incidence of cancer than the
general population, and no reason has beea brought forwaxd except exposurs to
asbestos.

OCY camnot dissssociste {tsolf from ashestos, as we buy nsarly ons milliea dol-
lars wvorth as reinforcement for Raylo. It is conceivabla that there will be
state or Federal legislation restricting the use of asdbestos in insulating ma~
terials. Already, Bath Iron Works has notified the Ravy thsy will not use {n-
sulation with more than 207 asbestos fiber becsuse of the death of an employse.

Hew England Insulation has reported the first state claim against Ksylo. A

woTknan sngsged in making fittings from Kaylo has allegedly contracted asbestosis

and is claiming Workman's Coupensaticn ou that basis.

Ve bhave good evidence of the sefety of glass fidbers but it has pot been pulled
together, edited and publishzd by a rscoznized medical authority who is not as-
sociated with, or hired by, Owens-Corning. In our opinion, ve should do three

things:

1. Ask a reputsdle, indcpendent medical authority to review our records,
axd any others he mxy need, acd publish his findings on glass fibers.

2, With this background of medical fact, we should launch & pubucl:y cam~
paip on the safety of glass fibers.
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3. ) ¥e should again investigste the use of other reimforcing materials

After you've Tead this over, plcase telcphone and discuss further. MNr. Xdwards,
no doudt, has another point of vicw vhich you will wigh to obtaia.

There is urgency in this mstter -- branches are calling or writing fm for guide
ance} our franchised Contrsctcrs ara esking advice on what they should do; aod

we msy well start losing specificaticns. A program with dus dates and respoasie
bilitiea is Tequired.
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