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Mr. John Ned Lipsitz
Re: William Cooling

Dear Mr. Lipsitz:

I am writing to confirm that I discovered the file of William Cooling in the archives of 
Dr. Arthur Vorwald, located in the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, Walter Reed 
Hospital, Washington, DC. This was one of the individual “patient files” in the Vorwald 
collection, which I examined on two separate occasions. The Cooling file struck me as 
especially interesting because of Mr. Cooling’s position with Asbestos Corporation Ltd. The 
Cooling case was apparently one of the cases referred to by Dr. Cartier in his 1952 
“discussion” published in the A. M. A. Archives of Industrial Hygiene and Occupational 
Medicine in 1952, where he listed as the last patient in Table 3 a “W.C.” with 0 years of 
exposure, 28 years in (asbestos) industry, age at death 65, and “pleural mesothelioma”.
Dr. Cartier was describing the mortality of asbestos miners in Thetford Mines, where his 
clinic operated, and where Asbestos Corporation Limited was one of the several mining 
companies.

I enclose the descriptive page from the Cooling file (I.M. 573) and Dr. Cartier’s 1952 
“Abstract of Discussion” from the Archives. This case has been noted in my book, 
Asbestos: Medical and Legal Aspects, since the second edition was published in 1986.
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W A Y N E  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y
1401 R IV A R D  STR EET

C O L L E G E  O F M E D IC IN E  D E T R O IT  7 .  M IC H IG A N

D E P AR TM E N T O P IN D U S T R IA L  
M E D IC IN E  A N O  H Y O IC N C

William Cooling Case I. M. 573

T hetford Industria l C linic #764.

Received from  Paul C a r tie r , Quebec, Canada.

Deceased 1949 at 63 years of age.

Autopsy: Montreal General Hospital, January 1949

Pathologist: J .  P r itc h a rd , M .D .

"E xtensive m alignant m esotheliom a of the r ig h t p leura  
with involvem ent of stum p of righ t bronchus and extension 
to p a rie ta l p e rica rd iu m .

A ssociated  Condition:

M inim al healed  pulm onary tu b ercu lo s is .

E xposure:
T re a s u re r  of the A sbestos C orporation  L td .,

Only office w ork from  1920 to 19*49.

R eference:

M esotheliom a of the p leu ra .
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