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Dipxin tests on people
find many abnormalities

IMPERIAL, Mo. (AP) -
Area residents screened for
dioxin contamination are con-
fused and frightened after be-
ing told by health officials that
almost all of them have some
abnormality in their blood or
urine tests.

“l was terrified,” Shirley
Abrahamson said Tuesday.
“You start talking to all the
neighbors and everybody has
abnormal blood and urine. |
can’t believe we all have ab-
normalities.”

“l called-my wife at work
and she broke into tears,” said
Larry Webb, one of 130 resi-
dents here to be screened
after being deemed “high-
risk” by the Centers for
Disease Control in Atlanta. “I
thought tny heart was going to
stop beating.”

Webb was among 112 resi-
dents out of 130 receiving in-
te;MV, M«=" s (TT--r====

tensive dioxin screening who
were notified in a letter from
state health officials Tuesday
that early lab results showed
abnormalities in at least one
test. In all, about 1,200 Mis-
souri residents were screened
in the CDC examinations.

Those screened all live near
sites determined by the En-
vironmental Protection
Agency to contain some of the
highest levels of dioxin in the
state.

CDC officials ordered the
intensive health exams earlier
this year after the EPA found
dioxin in some areas at close
to 300 times the level it con-
siders safe.

“All 112 showed some" ab-
normality,” Denny Donnell of
the Missouri Division of
Health said in a telephone in-
terview from Atlanta.



