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Janusry 21, 1972

Aldarmen Thomas P. Pitzpatrick
Chairman, Bulldings end Zoning Committes
Chizage City Coumell -
City hHall

Chicage, Illimois 60602

Deéar Alderman Filtzpatrick:

It i» requested that representatives of The Shaorwin-Y'illiams
Co. and its subsidiary, The Martin-Senour Company, be granted ti
opportunity to make & stutement regarding the proposod ordinances
dealing with lead-based painta which are to be the subject of a
pudblic bearing before your committee on Januery 27, 1572.

The necessity for some legislation on the use of lead cempounds
is recognized, arnd we support the ordirance calling for a redusilion
in lead gontent of paints {ntended for interior use or for use on
exterior surfaces accesasidble to children to 0,5% on & welpght basis,
We do not feesl, however, that the proposed furthor reduction to
0.03% lead by welight effective Jenuery 1, 1973, is eithor necesrcry
or justified,

We have not used lead p!fnn:o or other lead compounds in
interior paints or in paints intended for use on furniture or toys
which might be chswed by children for msny years. We do, however,
have certain linea of exterior paints which cannot be formulated,

a3sd on current tu!mologg, without the use of lead driers. PFor
the moat part, theae are tae oil type painta vhich atill ropresent
& substantial portion of the exterior paint market. These can de
succesafully formulated within the 0,5% limit, but cannot be pro-
duced at the 0,03% atandard, Should the latter figure beceme the
standard, paints of this guality would be unavallable to the
Chicago market.

The necessity for a limit of 0.03% lead by weight is not
indicated by any atudies conducted to date. Charles {. Edwards,
Commissioner of Food and Drugs, atates in the lovember 2, 1971,
Federal Register, Vol, 36, ¥o. 211, page 209086, that he is unoware
of any reports of serious injury or death resulting from the in-
gestiocn of paints containing 1.0% load. The solution to the problen
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of lead polsoning, ascording to Or. Staphon K, I'all of Southarn
Illineis Univeraity i{n an article ia Invironmental Sclonco end

Tezknolosy. Ceceuber, 1571, dacs not lie in noulyinn loade-fran

raing over old loecded nafint, but in rimovibr leaded paint froa

substerdard housing.

Objoctions ars clsm ralapd to tho ordinanco dealinz with
laveling. As currently writion, this ordinance vould »2ruirs,
prior to !laren 1, 1G72, relcbslin: ol clmost svery palnt container
on doglors' shelves Iln Chicaro. At tho prosent time, there arse
prerosod rogulations for speciel lebolin; requiremionts for paints
containin:g nore than J.5% lcad at tho Wedoral lovel. Thore ars
alvo narallel requirerments for certalin othor heavy motals st &
lovel of 0.05¢ by welcht., "hoso proposcls are irncluded in the
43sus of the Federal Neglater roferrcd %o kbove.

It is cur recormendation that action on the Chiecapo lnbeling
ordinance be held up wendinz final action by the Tood and Drug
Comrission £nd that tho Chica~o ordinance esdopt the wordine ro-
quired by the Poderal rorulstion, It {3 alse su~zosted that a more
noasonable neriod of time be nllowed, followinz the adontion of the
ordinanice in {t3 fincl form, to eccconplish whataver pelaboling mey
bo necoasary., The deadline dcte of Mareh I, 1972, iz not maglistiec,

¥ith record to the labalinc roquired for natsrials that do
confora to the proposed 0,5% limit, we do not feal that this will
cerve any useful purpose. It is our recoruiendaiion that the ordi-
narnce bo ananded to olininate thia requirement,

As indicated, vwo would like the opnortunity to presont eup
statemont to your corraittee and to further amplify thoe rozarki
coatainoed harein,

Very truly yours,

KR Rpimree

KR3:JK

Bidden coplies to: MUH 0G8S €GB PCG CJB
RAM JJL RKUW CaH
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