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CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE NEARING RECEIVED
CoMPLETION OF PROJECT ON DETERMINING
CANCER RISKS FROM ENVIRONMENT : DEC 772 1980

In 1979, Congress' Office of Technology Assessment (OTA)'J'&QM“HT“
initiated a project on "Assessment of Technologies for Deter-
mining Cancer Risks from the Environment.” The project covers

four principal areas:

PLAINTIFF’S EXHIBIT

. Assessment of the estimates of cancer risk
from different exposures.

: . UC-2236
. Assessment of cancer testing technologies.

. Assessment of extrapolation techniques.
. What is “unreasonable risk” ?

For first part of the assessment, OTA engaged the assistance
of two internationally recognized experts, Sir Richard Doll and
Richard Peto from the University of Oxford. On Oct. 8, a work-
shop to review work to date on this portion of project was con-
ducted by OTA. As would be expected, the shortcomings and
deficiencies of the 1978 HEW-sponsored study on estimates of
cancer related to the workplace were emphasized. This partic-
ular study has been severely criticized on an international
scale and referred to as "scientific nonsense.™ At the work-
shop, the results of the work by Doll and Peto were discussed.
Their conclusion was that one to two percent of cancer is due
to occupational exposure to asbestos with four percent of all
cancers being caused by occupational factors.

It will be recalled that the Estimates Paper received wide
coverage in the news media (and has been subseguently referred

to extensively by federal agencies) when it was initially cited
by then HEW Secretary Joseph A. Califano, Jr. The study specif-
ically stated that numbers of cancers attributable to asbestos
"represent about 17 percent of all cancers detected annually in
the United States,” with at least 20% of all cancer in the United
States work-related. AIA/NA responded to the Estimates Paper in
an open letter to Califano concluding that the projections set
forth were scientifically unsupportable.

In a reply to the Association dated Dec. 27, 1978, Califano
stated: "The authors of this report are preparing a manuscript

ASBESTOS INFORMATION ASSOCIATION
(-~ .. -~ - ]
1745 Jefterson Davis Highway, Crystal Square 4, Suile 509
Arlington, Virginia 22202 e (703) 979-1150
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"REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES REGARDING
INDOOR AIR POLLUTION

It may be expected that increased attention during next few
months will be focused on alleged need to control harmful ef-
fects of indoor air pollution. Quality of air in the nonwork-—
place was subject of recent study by General Accounting QOffice
{(GAO) and is also currently under investigation by National
Academy of Sciences {NAS) in response to a contract with the
Environmental Protection Agency. EPA's proposed rule in Federal
Register of Sept. 17 to require all public and private elementary
and secondary schools to identify friable asbestos-containing
materials in school buildings is first formal initiative regard-
ing this matter (N&N Sept.}.

In its list of significant regulations under consideration pub-
lished in Federal Register on June 30, EPA identified a rule under .
development which would "“reduce/eliminate unreasonable risks of
exposure to asbestos in commercial vessels and commercial build-
ings.® 1Issuance of an advance notice of proposed rulemaking is
projected for Apr. 1981. .

On Sept. 24, GAQO submitted a report to the Congress entitled
"Indoor  -Air Pollution: An Emerging Health Problem." Report
states that "Indoor air pollution is an emerging health problem
which affects everyone. Federal efforts to deal with the problem
have been ineffectual primarily because no one Federal agency has
responsibility for the quality of air in the nonworkplace.," In-
cluded among harmful pollutants "present in all types of indoor
air enviromments" are: radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde,
nitrogen dioxide, tobacco smoke and asbestos.

Federal efforts to encourage energy conservation have worsened
indoor air pollution problem, according to GAO. Efforts to "button-
up" homes, schools, and office buildings to decrease their energy
use permits less air to enter or escape.

GAO specifically recommended that Congress amend the Clean Air
Act to provide EPA with authority and responsibility for the qual-
ity of air in the nonworkplace. 1In the meantime, GAO recommended
that EPA establish a task force which would:

. Identify research activities of other Federal agencies
and private institutions relating to indoor air pollu-
tion so that EPA's activities can be coordinated with
them,

. Compile available date on indoor air pollution and use
this data to inform the public and other governmental
organizations of the problem and available actions.

The NAS study is scheduled for completion in Dec. and focuses on
fibrous building materials. It is understood that asbestos, fibrous
glass, and rock wool will be examined for their contribution as
contaminants to the indoor environment.
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LEGISLATORS AND UNION CALL FOR PROTECTION
ForR WORKERS IN OTHER COUNTRIES

The need for identical workplace health standards in every
country and the U.S.'s responsibility as a catalyst for such a
move was called for Sept. 29 by Sen. Howard Metzenbaum (D-Ohio),
Rep. Andrew Maquire (D-N.J.) and the Industrial Union Department
of the AFL-CIO. At a Capitol Hill news conference, Metzenbaum
noted that "if we can participate in efforts to save the world's
whales, then we can surely take action to protect our fellow human
beings." Recognizing the danger of imposing U.S. standards on
other countries, he nevertheless said that "we must act on what
we believe is right ~- and it is wrong for this nation's import
policies to countenance the unregqgulated use abroad of chemicals
that we consider too dangerous for use in our own country."”

Group called for Congressional hearings to develop a national pol-
icy on problem and AFL-CIO released its report "National Steward-
ship: Unilateral International Regulation of Occupational and
Environmental Hazards.® That document set out a policy by which
each country assumes responsibility {stewardship) for protection
of its own citizens and those of other nations. Union report used
governments' response to benzidine as a case history example of
requlation. :

Maguire and Metzenbaum pointed out that National Stewardship does
not require complicated international agreements. Rather the AFL-
CIO report endorses the use of unilateral actions by leading na-
tions (and the U.S. is assumed to be a leader) to set the proper
example with model legislation, or as one observer noted, to ap-
ply "peer group pressures” on non-complying nations to better
protect workers.

In a world of hunger, illiteracy, and high infant mortality rates,
Maguire conceded that questions might be raised about other coun-
tries' response to rules set down by an "international OSHA."” He
noted, however, that “"economic conditions, in the strictest moral
sense, do not dictate the need for standards -- these hazardous
substances exist. And so, we must build upon international efforts
and our own nation's regulatory structure" tc handle the.substances
and their own health effects. That structure is "diffuse, bureau-
cratic and overlapping," he charged, because none of the 23 agencies
dealing with the problem are playing a leading role.

AIA/NA CommenTs On EPA Prorosar To
RequiRe RecorDpiING AND REPORTING OF
StoNIFICANT ADVERSE ReAcTions To CHEMICALS

EPA's proposal, published in the Federal Register of July 11, 1930,
would require businesses to keep records of allegations that a
chemical is responsible for a "significant adverse reaction" to
health or environment and in some cases report those allegations

to EPA (N&N July). This rule issued under Section 8(c) of Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act (TSCA), requires companies to keep allegation
records for up to 30 years for a complaint that a health effect
might have been caused by company's chemical product.
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- ‘Tough-guy actor Steve McQueen,:
ﬂghtingg ag‘:‘are cancer most doctors!
consider incurable, was reported
improving with an unorthodox nutri-
tional therapy at a hospital in Mexi-
co, spokesmen said Friday.

"~ The 50-year-old star of such &ction
tilms as “The Great Escape and
«gullitt,” has lived longer than his
previous doctors had predicted and
‘'has recently shown signs of im-
provement,” said Hollywood publi-
cist Warren Cowan.

" The treatment, developed by for- -

er dentist William Kelley of the
?rl:ternational Health Institute jJn Dal-
1as, consists of such factors as a regu-
lated diet, nutritional suppler;}gntp
‘and lifestyle changes. o
. An institute spokeswoman con-
‘firmed the actor was at the Plaza
‘Santa Maria Hospital south of Rosari-
‘to Beach in Baja California North.
:The facility is aftiliated with the
-Dallas institute.
D Nl:sone involved would discuss

-McQueen's individualized treatment. -

but besides vitamin and mineral
supplements, the Kelley program
apparently includes ‘such things as
enemas, fasting and mental exercises.
The American Cancer Society says
it “‘does not have evidence that treat.
ment (with the Kelley regimen) re-
suits in objective benefit in the treat-
ment of cancer.” ’
McQueen has a rare cancer called
mesothelioma, which grows in the
thin membrane between the lungs
and the chest wall. '
Once the tumor begins, said Dr.
Daniel Simmons, a lung speciajist at
the UCLA Medical School, “it even-
tually fills up the whole space. It

- spreads into the lung and into the

abdomen. It can be carried into the
blood stream to any organ in the

y. :
“It is incurable — in fact, it's an
untreatable tumor,” Simmons said.
*The tumors generally don't get any
better. They just keep getting worse.
We use the word ‘relentless.’ "
. He said neither surgery, nor drugs,
nor radiation has shown much effect.
About 785,000 new cases of cancer
are predicted this year. Simmons said
mesotheliomas probably will number
only in the hundreds, - .
Simmons said considerable re-
search shows a “'strong correlation”
between mesothelioma and e
o , & fiber thai Ras
mdeiy ugg T8 insulation. '
Recent findings copcerning asbes.
tos also implicate it {n several other
lung diseases, including lung cancer.
It was widely used as an insujator on-
ships and much of the research con-
cerned U.S. Navy shipyard workers.

ety s e

Simmons said as many as 50 per-
cent of mesothelioma cases-seems to
be associated with asbestos, but
“near as we can tell, it can occur
without asbestos™~exposure,’” al-
though no other specitic risk factors

‘have been identified.

He sald cancers traced to asbestos
usually involve prolonged exposure,
as with workers who handle it on the
job. But he sald even a brief exposure

to such sources as home-attic insula--
tiori ‘conceivably could sparksthe
disease decades later. And asbestos
shows up In products ranging from
flcor tiles to automobile brake shoes.
McQueen held many jobs before
coming to Hollywood 22 years ago
— a merchant seaman, Marine Corps

* tank driver, mechanie, oilfleld work-

er in Texas and a logger in Canada,
McQueen is famous for his attraction
to fast cars and motorcycles, which
he raced competitively. :

McQueen has been a heavy smok-
er, but researchers doubt there is a
significant relationship to smoking in -
such cases.

Although the disease i8 considered
incurabie, with death usually follow-
m% diagnosis by less than a year,
publicist Cowan quoted Kelley as*
saying, “I believe that Mr. McQueen
can fully recover and retum to a.
normai lifestyle.”

Dr. John Coitanzl, director of the
cancer center-at the University of

_Texas -Medical School in Galveston,

sald he was unfamiliar with details
of the Kelley institute..But, he said,
“Some vitamin therapies and new
forms of immunotherapy are excel-
lent when they are used In conjunc-
tion with specific types of treatment.
But 1 think most of us feel they
should not be used in place of routine
trsatments.”

Simmons was more skeptical. “I
.don’t know of anything that shows
there is any relationship between
what somebody eats and the progres-
sion of tumors in the body.”

Although Simmons doubted such
treatment could help, he conceded,
“It doesn’t sound like they're doing
any harm. And (since traditional
medicine has nothing to offer) he
may feel better being treated, Some-
times it’s better to treat somebody,
even If it doesn’t do'any good.”

The Cancer Society points out that
a Texas District Court issued an in-
junction against Kelley in 1969. The
action enjoined him from practicing
medicine without a license.” )

UCC 004588

‘McQueen reported improving ir
battle with cancer
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Change In Rule For
Asbestos Criticized

Asbestos manufacturers and some industrial
hygienists are 1aking strong exception to the
federal govemment’s approach to reducing
exposure 10 asbestos both in the workplace
and the environment.

"We strongiy challenge the (Nationai
Insticute for Occupational Safety and Health
and Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration) statements that there is no safe
level of exposure to asbestos and that a

hazard warranting additional federal regu-
latory action exists in the current asbestos
workplace environment.”" savs D, Paul.
Kotin. senior vice president of health. safety
and environment for Johns-Manville Corp.. .
Denver. The manufacturer's siatement was
in response to 2 joint NIOSH-OSHA work |
group’s recommendation that OSHA's cur-
rent workplace standard of 2 million fibers
of asbestos per cubic meter of air should be
reduced to §00.000 fibers per cubic meter.
Kotin, who says his firm is preparing a
detailed response to the work group repont.
emphasizes there is a length of time from
initial exposure 10 ashesios 10 the nime the
disease becomes evident. He argues that
asbestos-related disease being discovered
now is the product of ‘‘the past. when
information was Jacking as to the potential
hazards of exposure.” And he charges that
the work group’s conclusions ‘"are not

. supported by the medical/scientific studies

cited. and the recommendations are un-
warranied. Projections or estimates by the
regularory agencies of future disease cases
refzted to asbestos exposure are also in
error.” and have been repudiated by **lead-
ing scientific researchers worldwide.” he
claims.

The Asbestos Information Assaciation.
Arlingion. Va.. which represents asbestos
manufacturers. underscores Kotin's criti-
cism. saving the work group report **fails 1o
Justify the recommended twentyfold re-

- duction in the permissible exposure level.””

StP
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By CHRIS GOLEMBIEWSK] .
Staff Writee .. ) .
Unseen chemical poisons in the
daily environment the regulatory
challenge of the 1980’s, the bead of the
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Come
mission (CPSC) sald Thursday.
Richard Gross said taking up that
chailenge, coupled with a get-tough Liti-
gation policy against makers of unsafe
goods, will mark the maturity of his

agency,-a "70s offspring bern ln politi-
. cal turmoil. ’

@3_aghestos, lea

dehyde are contained in our household

goods. -"::umdm't check the cﬂl:nezucnau!:

in your t or rug or ce

we're all surrounded by hazards,”

ersssaid. program i
two-year research pt

being launched to identify the worst

DOZENS OF invisidle dgngg,;sm
urea formsi-

-flammable products in our evgrydny

environment, he said.
“The U.S. has eight times the burn

" (accident) rate of the rest of the world,

because we're so imbued in plastics. It
will be difficult but not impossible to

our lifestyle,” referring to the
plas in carpeting, fumiture and

. clothing which quickiy ignite and give
clothing qui ,

off poisons when _
Despite the current economic reces-
*sion and no matter who is elected pres-
ident in November, the commission in-.
tends to continue vigorously regulating
manufacturers, he sald at the state's

" first conference on product safety at

Kellogg Center in East Lansing.

THE CONSUMER movement is no
less i t in bad times, but there
isa ce between optional eco-

" nomic regulation and safety regulation

of industry, said the 3l-yearold Har
vard Law graduate. v B

Congress has mandated that reason-
able regulation should be balanced
with unreasonable illness, injury or
death, “i think we can find that bal-
ance,” Groas said. T

With 30 million safety-related inju-

ries and 30,000 deaths a year in this
country, “there-is never a bad time to
talk about safety! The parents of the

" seven babies who strangled in their

Bassett cribs will never believe the
manufacturer’s profits are nvye im-
portant... T
“I don’t think aur society will ever
return to the caveat emptor (‘let the
bugnr beware’) philosophy,” he said.
the trusting buyer should have
been wary in all too many instances,
Gross lamented, citing a of dan-

- gerous produats from baby cribs to
- amusement rides, which the product

safety commission has investigated. -

.

" CONSUMERS HAVE the responsi-
bifity to. reed instructions and know

bow to safely use a product. But the.
. goverment

when the consumer can't

B mea ] ¢il- from: danger, Gross
+Onge entangled in Its own political

bickering, the commission activated in
lst'tnutsmmmd‘ngwimtocmandgo
after * sertously gerous products,
Gross said. Manufacturers who balk'at
quritaril ing thei fucts
,willbotaky;uwcm : .
{He citéd the'million daliAr judgment:
P maker!ot&eﬂm’neribln
sevén infants’ died Infants’ .

-ir:url.m&unm reent of 30 mil-
bairdryers g cancer-sus-'
m sbestos have been returned by
The CPSC is trying to find out

v ng?”amﬁ CPsC victorybegm-"
%‘b January 1861, alf lawnmowers:
2-in the U.S."must have an-auto-.”
matic three-second pause when the’

-

hands, toes and feet, he said. .
The CPSC i3 also

LA R

*“horrible di " a year when?

government - smdy' of lomn%-:'
dehyde is due in Oct Gross said, .
which shows it to-be'the “single most

. Irightening- ed.”ofa pomda}carcuﬁ—

”yelt& Lo i
- The CPSC begin regulating
wﬁelnesifuumzdgerlscmﬂmﬁ
he said. About 8 million pounds of the .,
<Lhemical is used in U.S. produets. .-
- State and local involvement is vital

UCC 004590

'Agency to attack unsafe world

N :
New Technique

For Asbestos
Alters Structure

 Journat of Commarcs Speciel

WHITMAN, Mass. — Pyro-
Magnetics Corp. Thursday an-
nounced a technological
breakthrough which has been

-confirmed by an independent
_testing laboratory that the

company’s unique high tem-
perature melting system phys-
ically changes the dangerous
crystalline structure of

* Jos into an amorphous (glass-

like) state. The company be-
lieves that the substance pro-
duced is both non-irlable and
mon-carcinogenic, The com-

. pany further stated that its

new technology offers’ great
potential in the treatment of a
widé variety of hazardous
waste. - .

12A-67 JOURNAL OF CONNESCE
DALY 23553

oS

“Worms cause Wt?"
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