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FIRST OF THREE pole units of o General Electric cireuit bracker goes to Ohlo Power
Co’s Muskingum Rivor Plant. Unit pictured ahove /v raore thon (1 faet In diamater
ond can hold 3350 golons of insulating oil. The complete circult brecker, weighing
80 tons, will be a major part ol the nation’s Hesr 3I0-kv power trontmistion nerwork
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Lack of Funds Ends Gorgas Tests

» UNDRACROUNP COAL CASIFICATION ex-
periments have ended at Alabama Power
Co's Gorgas mine. Terminstion of the
project resulted from Congressionnt re-
fuaal 10 allor additional funds for sup-
port of the experiment,

Water pumped inta the outler holes
extinguished the underground hres on
Juns 20, Howerer, scientific and tech.
nical knowledge gained from the four
experiments ot Corgas has not been
loat and the entite project can be re-
sumed 8t any time in the future. Sim-
flar tests ere inuing in Belgi

of the underground firing snd continu.
ous burning procese. Later experiments
led o eleciro-linking, 8 method of firing:
the cosl by passing an electric current
directly through the seam. This process
praduced high Biu content, synthetic
84 in continuous volume and of & pur.
ity adequate 10 operale a gae engine.

Remarkoble success of thess expers.
menis Jod to a world underground gas-
ification congress at Gorgas and Birm-
ingham—a meeting that drew notcd
scientists from many pans of the world.

England snd elsewhere,
The Alabama experiment, started in
January 1947, was the firm development

Nod hes been made os to possible
continustion of the Gorgas projece, but
the subject is so important that it prob-
ably will ‘not he abandoned entirely.

Gas Turbines Boost
“Yenezuelan Oil Oviput

» Cas TuRsines will soon be pumping
gas from ofl wells back into field reser-
volrs 10 conserve cnergy and Increase
ultimate production. General Electric
Co has shipped the first two of ten tur-
bines to the Creole Petroleum Corp for
the Tia Juana field in Lake Marucnibo.
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Fields in Maracaibo, one of 4he major
oif-producing nreas of the world, are
dotted with *flow stations roceiving u
mixture of gas and ail from wells in
the lake. The ten turbines, mounted on
340 x'130-ft platforms geven miles out
on the loke, will receive gas piped at

{Coniinued on page 238)
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> AN EXPERIMENTAL PEAY - BUN A\ Y
power station, to be built at once- 4l 4
Altnobress,, Scotland, forma the firk
step in an extensive devalopment ec!
for the Scottish Highlands, .
- The pilot plant will consist of ig
2000-kw, closed-cycle gas-turbine devd}
aped by John Brown & Co, Ltd of Clydeol
hank and u 750%w, open-cycle turbin
manufactured by Ruston & Hornsby oiT88
Lincoln. The units will be instailed'
soon as initia) running tests are ended’;
The whole pilot scheme will take threedty
to four_ycars for completion and willy§
cost about $1.4-million. A Development]
Fund, North of Scatland Hydrosleark
Board and the British Electric Authorilt}
will mest Initial capits! and development
costs. The Hydroelecicic Board
handle running coste. '
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Boatd plans lurther developmenta 0vry
the entira ares. A gas tuthine burninf 2
dricd peat has run, with very promising
results, for 1000 hours at a Clydebank 4
experimenta) siation. The Alinsbret
project is 8 direct result of this success:
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