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2. Industrial BIO-TEST Oral Progress Reggrf_ ‘ , ‘ :

. . [

" As cépies of‘fhe detailed quarterly progfess report had

~een earlier cCistributed to members of the Technical Task Group
on Vinyl Chloride Research, the oral presentation was primarily -
a summary report, augmented by slides illustrating the physic o

al
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~ length. Members were somewhat relieved to note the improving

A witﬁ bedding and food in the cages during exposures) was noted,
_but the significance of this observation, if any, could not be
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“'the f:uropean research programs;
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facilities set up for Thic project. The tabular data presented
by Mr. Schadeberg on his slides is reproduced in Appendix A
to these minutes, . .

Ic was suggested that; in tutuze progress reports,, the )
" summary tables, as exemplified by this appendix, be furnished
in the vopies provided for general distribution to the group,
and that the detailed data be filed with MCA for the record,
but not included in the general reports. Mr. Schadeberg agreed
to follow this format in the future.

The mcortality revealed in Table I was discussed at some

" picture, particularly with respect to losses from hamster
cannabilism. It was agreed not to try to replace any animals
lost to date, on the grounds that the-stresses introduced by
such disturbances to established orders of social dominance in
the populations in any given cage would tend to perpetuate the
earlier sltuation.
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?{ The reduced weight gain pf ehe TE-IV Group rats (thos

e 2 gy,

”determined.“hThfﬁyﬁxeup,w ilﬁpefbbserved carefully for evidepce

‘Dx. Maltonl repeated his presentation of the results
”’,d ‘the 'description of ‘on-:j2:. %
. ‘'going experimentsf that he” had\earlierwpresented to the OSHA
““hearing on ¥ébruary 15 in Washington. “An  updatéd version of
his report, with the 1nc1usion of the tabular data that app ared
on his elldes. will, upon receipt, be distributed as a separate

" mailing.

The only experiment that is now essentially complete is
the initial series of exposures of Sprague-Dawley rats to levels
of 10,000 ppm VCM down to 50 ppm. With the exception of the
highest exposure group for wnich early mortality limited the
incidence of such cancers, the rats showed a dose<reélated
incidence of angiosarcomas of the liver, ‘as shown in the fol=
lowing table:
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Exposure Rats with Number
levels® liver angio- of rats
(r.p.m. sarcomag © exposed

10,000 L RS . 69
6,000 - o 72 .
2,500 @ - 9 Lt 74

500 B ST 67
250 ' ' T2 : 67
50 ‘ : ' 64

2 Atmospheric exposure of Sprague-Dawley rats to vinyl
chloride, four hours daily, five days a week, for 12 months.
 Note: No liver angiosarcomas were observed in controls or

" rats exposed similarly to 2500 p.p.m. vinyl acetate.

»:’“' -

4. - $u ppgrt of Dow Propgsals ;*Lw] - :lf'
Tha TTGVCR voted to rsquest their managements to provid
$80,000 for the support of the Dow research as described in ;A
their proposal distributed to the group in the MCA mailinq oﬁf';
January 29, 1974.\“~“‘ N L i
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B wi lwhe aﬁﬁinded tgﬁggter completion g% the
sub-task groups of ‘their tasks of the davelopment of work L
practices standards, medical surveillance, and industrial

hygiene monitoring and analysis.

h“%"ﬂ- v"' S 1.,-& Wt

7 Prggress Report from Tabershaw-Cooper Assocxation on the
gpid 101932 Stugx

_— The staff of TCA distributed copies of an uodated progress -
report (copy attached to these ‘minutes as Appendix B). They ERE S
pointed out that, in its present format and state, their
tabulation mexrely reflects a distribution of death and is not
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intended to indicate the existence or non-existence of any

specific risk or excess mortality in any category.

8. Tabershaw—Cooper Associates Proposals for Eggahded .
Epldemloloqlcal Research

Dr. Tabershaw summarized his pending proposals for new
studie= involving (1) intensifying their efforts to trace
missing cases, (2) clicical study of suspect deaths in the
mortality study, and (3) undertaking a prospective epidemiclogy
study among high-risk segments of the worker population. He
indicated that he would soon be submitting -formal proposals for
these projects. (Prior to the publication of the present .
minutes, these proposals were received and distributed to the
Technical Task Group by MCA underxr date of Marth 12, 1974.)

9. Establishment of a Vinyl ¢ Cblorxde Patholggx Rggister

The full task group endorsed the recommendations of the
Research Coordinators that the University of Michigan be '
requested to reactivate and expand theix acro-osteolysis -

' registry program to include all categories of occupational o
Jllnesses specifically xelated to vigy; chlorida“' _sure¢éw oy
“PHey réquested that MCA pursue’ @hilw WA 1£66§si¥§*y
Mf ,nocessarx. to seek other wageric:'f'ea willing to perf T
\ ~a*se:vice, 2 5‘?“““Wﬂ ; gy

\f.

ad( ead. and is : S i
> e tenoxr or the'resufiing discussfo 8 th ‘“eﬁbér‘coméghies
“:fhouid submit their candidate analytical and monitoring methods
‘for consideration by the working group as soon as possible,
The latter should attempt to draft its recommendations in format
that provided the maximum flexibility of implementation, as
lonc as the methods employed met appropriate standards of
sensitivity, selectivity, and precision.

__il.. M_Qort of the Worklng Group on Medical Surveillance
SCRT e L PR PV Y
The recommendatlons of this group have been 1ncorporated
in the work practices draft submitted by that group (see the
following item in these minutes). It was pointed out that the

recommended surveillance is required to document the effectiveness

Do 63t
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of the environmental controls programs. It was the opinion of
the working group that liver function tests are of borderline
significance and value as a predlutor of the deV¢Lopment of
nglosarcomata. -

12. Report of the Work Practices Working Group .

The interim draft of their report was presented, with
requests for suggestions as to .its improvement. It was recom-—
mended that this draft (distributed to the Task Group on March 11,
1974), after review and discussion and possible revision, dbe
presented informally to NIOSH as the personal recommendations of
members of the working group now on the NIOSH consultants
panel.

13, Future Meeting Schedule

In view of the uncertainties surrounding the timing of
future federal agency activities relating to the vinyl chlorid
problem, the Task Group left the time of the next meeting 3ubject
to the call of the chairman. T

Respectfully submitted,

| y 4“& D. Johnsén, Ph.D..
‘ Lo Secretary, IR SN
Technical Task Group on Vinyl
Chloride Research

.‘rv,-
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