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D en v er, GIIQ
I n d u s t r i a l  P ro d u c ts  D epartm ent 
November 2 2 , 1972

MEMO TO FILE

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY
USE OF ASBESTOS AND OSHA CONSIDERATIONS
R oth and  B a r t l e t t  spoke to  Mr. James N elso n  on November 22, 1972, 
w ith  r e g a r d  to  above s u b j e c t .  Mr, N elson  i s  co n ce rn ed  w ith  th e  
p ro d u c t  e x p o s u re •w ith  G en e ra l E l e c t r i c  c u s to m e rs . He i s  in  
S c h e n e c ta d y , N. Y. A D r. S te v e  A nderson h as  th e  p u b l ic  h e a l th  
c o n c e rn  and Mr. Ed Deck i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  any in -h o u s e  p roblem s 
cau sed  by th e  u se  o f  a s b e s to s .  Both th e s e  g en tlem en  a re  in  
New Y ork C i ty .
Mr-. N e lso n  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e r e  was no c o r p o ra te  pronouncem ent n o r  
p o l i c y  to  e l im in a t e  a s b e s to s  a c ro s s  th e  b o a rd . At t h i s  d a t e ,  th e  
P l a s t i c s  Group h as made t h e i r  own d e c i s io n  to  e l im in a te  a s b e s to s  
from  p l a s t i c  com pounds. A ls o , th e  IMD Group has d ec id e d  to  p h a se  
i t  o u t o f  i n s u l a t i n g  t a p e s .  In  b o th  c a se s  th e s e  GE D epartm ents 
made t h e i r  d e c is io n s  b ased  on t h e a s s o c i a t e d  
w ith  c le a n -u p  e q u ip m en t. ' .
M r. N e lso n  t a lk e d  to  th e  l a r g e  s te am  tu r b in e  p eo p le  who have no 
in -h o u s e  p ro b lem . When th e y  make a  f i e l d  i n s t a l l a t i o n  th ey  a re  
c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t i t s  u se  a s  l a g g in g ,  b u t  th e  G en e ra l E l e c t r i c  law yers 
hav e  t o l d  them  t h a t  t h e i r  e x p o su re  i s  m in im al s in c e  t h i s  la g g in g  
w ork  i s  done u n d e r c o n t r a c t  w ith  o u t s i d e r s  and  th e  p rim ary  r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t y  w ould r e s t  w ith  th e  G e n e ra l E l e c t r i c  cu s to m er who would 
n o rm a lly  be a U t i l i t y .  I  e x p la in e d  to  Mr. N elso n  t h a t  JM a l s o  i s  
m oving in  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  an  a s b e s t o s - f r e e  la g g in g  so  t h a t  t h i s  
p ro b lem  s h o u ld  be m in im ized .
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w ith  o u r c u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n  and  th e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f te c h n o lo g y . 
M r. N e lso n  w i l l  ch eck  w ith  th e s e  two g en tlem en  and l e t  u s  know.

W. H. B a r t l e t t  
c c :  W. C, R oth
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