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WASHINGTON =- The federal juvern.

mert Fruday will {ormally, propose sty
gent hew measures to protect workars
from exposure lo vinyl cidoride, a cancer-
cau..lm: thomlcal that has hitled at lcast
ninc workers, RN

The Labor Dop.nrlnwnls Occurational
Health  Administration
(OSHA)Y will propoze that “no detectable
level” of viny! chloride pas be vermitled
in work p!aces where the chernizal s
used,

. This latest in a series of povernment
achons involving the vinyl chiore in-

Pdustry folinws the dw.lomn. caclier this

year that angiosarcomi of the liver, a
rare cancer, had:been fatal to workers
al"lhc I F. Goodnch Co.'s plant in Louis-
ville.

Since that h"m:, anginsarcoma has heen
~ {dentified as the caute of tive fatalities
at the plant. Other deatns and cases of
- the disease subsequently have been re-
poried in olher purts of the country.

Vinyl chloride (VC) is used in the pros

.. @uction of theusands of plastic producis,
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ranttine  from  hoses aad phonosraph
recovds o mnnc; and paints and phiae-
macentivals, VG also §s uaed as a propel-
fani fur soine aerusol pruducts,

The O31A  stundards  would  apiiy
directly to &1 piants in the Upited
States, where maote than 6,500 workers
arc involved either o production of
vinyl chloride 1 coaversion of the
chemizal to p/lvvm)' 1 chiluside—of which
more than 7 billion pounds wis made last
year.
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rnder the procedures to be announced
Fridav in ke Federal Regoster, the des
teciion of ;u:'.' vinyi ehioride ol alto.
matteally seloff a series of vork practie?s
to guard -'J.,ul!. o1 enpnsing workeds to the
funys.

An OSHA spokesman said the 'i"oncy
anlicputes inthiating the new siandard as
catly as July, afler required prucedural

.- See PROPOSHI
n:u-.k paze, ol 1, this section
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Continted From Paze One

steps ‘are followed—allowina  comment

and public hearings on the proposals.
Currently, the industiy is requlated by

standard that limits esnosure 10 ho
re than 50 parts of vinyl chloride por

illion parts of air,- Thal standard was
sct on an emergency hasis last month
alter the Loumnlle fatalities were made
public.

'revinusly, bc(orc vinyl chloride had
been identificd as “a  canwer-producing
szent, OSHA had permitied 500 pasts per
. million—x standard considercd by soine
* companics 10 he execssive, Goodrich has
maintained that ils Leuisville plant has
met a S0-parts sl:u‘.d..rd voluntarily for
some time. - . .

* Stronger standards sought

The Industrial Union Departinent
(IUD) of the AFL.CIO has been sharply
eritical of OQ3lA's . cmergency-standard
approach, arguinz that the standard
needed to be far more stringent.
. Last week, Peter Bonunariw, president
* of the United Liubber Waorkers, renewed
his criticism of OSHA, saying that new
evidence made 2  po-detectabledevel
standard more urgent on an emergency
basis.

0O351A's 50 parts’ pcr rillion standard,
which s also the slandard adopted by
Kentucky, will remain in effect unul the
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steps are completed and the

procedural
put into

new, lower standard is formaily
effoct,

The new evidence, lo which Dommarite
referred was a Manufaciuring Chensists
Association study that found mice ex-
poced to the simie levels now permitted
for workers wyre developing tie liver
cancer.

0sHA declined to revise its emergency
qtand:nd downward on the grounds ihat

the new pcrm:mcnt proposals were :Abnu..
.n he made and would go into eficet with
in a malter of weeks.

Under the propesed permanent stan-
dard, these are some of the requirements
titat would be enforeed by OSHA:

» The manufacture, use and handling
of vinyl chloride woulld be lunited to cers
tain “regulated areas” and monitoring of
those arcas would he requirad to detect
any ineasurable levels oi the chemieal
and to deteentine individual worker ox-
posurc,

w» Workers or their desiznated repre-
sentatives would he permiticd 1o obnerve
the monitorin? activity, and a respiratory
protection prozram in the rc"ul:nul area
would go into vifeet when neasurable
amounts of vinyl chloride are found.

+» Employers would have to provide
protective clothing for cmp!on.s in the
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rezulated areas and fond and heverages
would be banned from those areas,

» A program of annual mediecal exam
inations at no cost to the workets '.m\.'u!
take eficet, and records would have 1o e
maintmnerd by the 'n'-lnyv for tne dura-
tion of empioyment phias five adilitional
years — or 20 vears, whichever 1< lonzer.
An initial medical exam would bhe piven
each wourker witen {he new standard takes
cifcet.

. .o

w Emplovers would have to keep
records of monitering, the medical exams
and a tabulation of eniry inwe the regu-
lated arcas by empioyes.

OSHA also contemplates settinz a date
for requiring ail employers to report the
location of every operation with one or
more regulated area znd other pevtinent
data. .
The agency proposal also calls for re-
quiring c-nplmurs to report to OJUA
within 24 hours any incident mwl"m"‘
the release of vinyl chloru.:. in any area
whers workers are exposed. More i
tailed writien reports would be required
within 15 days.

Under the procedures for establishing
the new standard, OsHA will accepl writ-
ten comuments on the propossls or receive
requests for a pudhic hearing on them
untit June 10,
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