Janusry 29, 1940

iy, C, ¥V, Porter

Taylor, Porter and Brooks
Louisiana Hational Bank Building
Baton Rouge, LG..

Dear Ur, Porteri- R —_— - .

Thanks for your letter of

January 16th concerning the case, and for
the cories of your letters uritten to the vwrioua
- doctors,

You have ralsed one qunstion
which I think is of importance, and you have also
mentioned this matter in your letter to Dr, Jones,.
namely the nmatter of the use of internes at the Charlty
Hospital o8 witnesses in this case, I ghould not wish
to0 oppose your Judgment or that of Dr. Jones, Hovever,
% is ny feeling thatit would be inadvigsble to have any
of the internes as witnesses in this case. My reasons.
"are as follows: &

1. The diagnosis of lead polsoning was aprarently
originally made by the interne or internes and not by
t he visiting physiciana, Under these circumstances the.
internes will have to reverse their position and explain
the reason therefor; or else they will have $o contend
for thelr own point of view, The latter would be embar-
rassing to the case; and the Tormer would be embarrassing
to them since they would then be an easy mark for a hostile
crcssnenaminauion. ' _

_ 2. They are likely to be inexperlence as expert
, wiugesses, an& as such are likely to o more harm than
800 o o A :

R They wl;l_merely confuee the 1saue since the vigiting = - .
" dootors at the Charity Hospitel will be in position to blame. - -
the internes for the dlagnosls, and will thereby be able to
.}eiplain the record wh*ch 15 1n onposition to their point of
view,

- ' ' Since then these 1nternes will not
- be able to teatify as to mattera of fact which willl ba of
any importance in the case, I do not see where they can be
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of any value, Thelr testimony wlll prolong the case, will,

in all probability, provide epportunity for controversay, and

- ‘may very well produce the impresaion that the doctors them-
ves are i mplete dis greement amang themselves ag to

‘made, anﬁ‘thmﬁ‘ _ “;s not and naver
n suffering from lead poisoning.

with kin&est perﬂonal regards,

Gordially yours,

PAKtis Robert A, Keboa,vﬁ;n
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