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REUTERS

EPA Chief Pledges to Secure Toxic Sites in Irma's Storm Path

Valerie Volcovici
Reuters
September 7, 2017

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is preparing for Hurricane Irma's landfall on the U.S.
East Coast by securing vulnerable toxic waste sites and easing gasoline standards to ensure steady
fuel supplies, its chief told Reuters on Thursday. ...

“The most we can do is help people in these areas by monitoring drinking water and respond to real
and tangible issues,” he said in a brief telephone interview.

Hurricane lrma is expected to make landfall in Florida as early as Friday after slamming Caribbean
islands with 185 mph winds, only days after Hurricane Harvey triggered record flooding in Texas that
killed scores of people.

The EPA said has issued waivers on certain federal requirements for the sale, production and
blending of gasoline to avoid supply shortfalls in the aftermath of Harvey and as Hurricane Irma
approaches Florida.

Pruitt said he spoke with Florida Governor Rick Scott about potentially issuing more waivers on
gasoline requirements if the need arises after I[rma.

“EPA will grant additional waivers if requested,” he said.

He said the agency is also evaluating 80 Superfund toxic waste sites from Florida to North Carolina
to identify those at risk of flooding.
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