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D r . K. 3?. Ba gch i 
Ofi l c e  o f  Ch e m ica l Exam in er  
to  th è  Góver n m en t , Be n ga l 
Me d ica i Co lle g e
Ca lc u t t a , In d ia  .

Be a r  Docto r  B a g c h i:-

No doub t  you  t h in k  me ve r y 
r e m is s  in  n o t  w r i t in g  to  you s o o n e r , and you a r e  
e n t i r e ly  j u s t i f i e d . A c t u a l ly  you r  r e ce n t  l e t t e r  a r riv e d  
in  my a b se n ce  fr o m  th e  co u n t r y  and I  have o n ly  r e c en t ly  
had  a  ch a n ce  t o  c le a n  up my a ccu m u la te d  co r r e s p o n d en ce .

You r  r e p r in t  o f  th e  a r t i c le
in  th e  Ja n u a r y  19Ì+0 number o f th e  In d ia n  Jo u r n a l o f 
M e d ica l Re s e a r ch  came in  and was f i l e d  w it h  some o th e r  
a r t i c le s  fo r  la t e r  s tu d y w it h o u t  my s e e in g  i t  a t  o nce , 
s in ce  I  was w or k in g a t  t h a t  t im e  on  some o t h e r  m a t er ia l . 
Un fo r t u n a t e ly  t h a t  happens to; r e p r in t s  r a t h e r  fr e qu e n t ly , 
u n le s s  t h e y  a r e  con ce r n ed  w it h  m a t t e r s  u n d er  im m ed ia te  
s tu d y a t  th e  t im e  o f t h e i r  r e c e ip t .

I  am ve r y  g r e a t ly  in t e r e s t e d  
in  yo u r  w or k. I f  yo u r  id e a s  a r e  c o r r e c t , t h e y a r e  of 
ve r y  g r e a t  p h y s io lo g ic a l  im p o r t a n ce . I  am s t i l l  some­
w hat u n co n vin ce d  t h a t  t h e  e xp la n a t io n  g ive n  o f  you r 
h ig h  r e s u l t s  l a  c o r r e c t . I  do n o t  d ou b t  th e  so u r ce  
o f th e  le a d  fo u n d , and I  do n o t  d ou b t  t h e  a n a ly t ic al  
d a t a , b u t  I  q u e s t io n  th e  a d eq u acy o f  you r  m ethods or  
any o t h e r  t o  rem ove th e  le a d  fr om  th® s u r fa ce  o f  i n­
d iv id u a l h a i r s . You r  m ethods o f  c le a n in g  c e r t a in ly  
sounds go o d , a t  le a s t  fo r  m ost  mate r ia ls #  b u t  i n  or d er  
t o  d em ón st r a te  t h e i r  a d e q u a cy , i t  w ou ld  seem t h a t  you  
s h o u ld  f i r s t  d e te r m in e  th e  le a d  co n t e n t  o f  t h e  h a i r, th en  
co n ta m in a te  I t  w it h  e x t e r n a l le a d  t o  a  d e gr e e  d e te rm in ed  
by su b seq u en t  a n a ly s e s , and  th ón  d e con ta m in a te  i t  to  t h e  
o r ig in a l  le a d  co n ce n t r a t io n  by th e  u se o f you r  c le an in g  
m e th od s . Th is  mfty sound l i k e  e xce s s iv e  z e a l in  the 
c r i t i c i s m  o f you r  r e s u l t s , b ú t  I  t h in k  i t  I s  n o t , in  view  
o f  t h e  im p or ta n ce  o f t h e  p r o b le m , and In  view  o f t h e 
r a t h e r  fa r - r e a c h in g  co n c lu s io n s  drawn fr om  you r  d a ta .
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‘¿’h er e  a r e  many p o in t s  o f
yo u r  work t h a t  á r e  o f  s p e c i f i c  in t e r e s t  t o  m e, and. 
many p r ob lem s t h a t  a r e  opened  up fo r  d is c u s s io n . I  do 
n o t  o ve r lo o k  th e se  p o in t s  in - m akin g th e  t e n t a t iv e  s u gge s t io n  
a b o ve , and I  am g r a t e fu l  t o  you  fo r  s e n d in g  me th e  a r t i c le s  
and fo r  you r  in t e r e s t  in  my p o in t  o f  v iew  co n ce r n ing  them.
In  r e t u r n  I  am se n d in g t h r e e  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  may p r ove  t o  
be  o f in t e r e s t  t o  y o u . I  s h a l l  lo o k  in t o  th e  q u e s t io n  o f 
t h e  h a ir  in  some o f ou r  w or k, an d  see  what I  can  r ep o r t  
t o  you  on t h a t  s c o r e .

With  k in d e s t  r e g a r d s ,

S i n c e r e l y ,

í RAK: I  s Ro b e r t  A. Ke h oe , M.D.
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