
In t er n at io n al  Smel t in g  & Ref in in g  Co mpan y

FREDERICK LAIST
VICS-FRealOC

26 BROADWAY

New  Yo r k

July 2?, 1336.

!;r. (5. E. Johnson, "luiaKer, 
Anaconda head Products Company, 
East Chicago, Indiana.

’.'ear Johnson:

I an in receipt of your Letter of July 17th 
relative to future negotiations with the A. ifilhelm 
Oonpsny and ''r. 1. i. 'ira.ul relative to the production 
of basic lend acetate solution and lead chromate in 
the Sperry cell. ,

In reply
of your letter, I 
sioa where you say 
proaeh the cherwin 
they were interest 
production of load 
do not think ,"r. ~ 
with these negotia 
ations relating to 
"merry patents, 
out entirely by *'r

tot 
think 

" pre 
-hi 1 1 
ad In 
chr o 

lass 
t ions 

the 
ueh 

Cas

he second to the last paragraph 
you are under a nisapprehon- 

3unably l‘r. Glass, was to ap- 
lam Coupon:' to determine whether 

a non-exclusive license for the 
mates by the Gierry cell." I 
should have anythin)? to do 
or for that ’•utter, any aegotl- 

Llcansing of others under the 
egotlatlaas should be carried 
e and yourself.

Personally, I do not think wa should try to 
induce pea.ple to use tho Sperry process for any oar- 
pose. If they want to use it, I think we should let 
them do so if they will agree to nay us a reaaonable 
royalty either aa a lump sun or otherwise, but I don't 
think we should iaoortuna sn7 concern to use either 
process nor to take the initiative In any such negoti­
ations.

In my opinion, me will never get the returns 
in royalties to commensurate with the amount of trouble 
we will haro to go to.

N11461



An ac o n d a  Lead  Pr o d u c t s  Co mpan y

Kas t  Ch ic ag o ,In d ian a July 17th, 1936

Mr. Frederick Lai3t, Vice-President,
Anaconda Lead Products Conpaay,
Room 1720 - 25 Broadway,
New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Lai at:-

I am enclosing copy of a letter of June 29th from Mr. H. 
E. Graul of the A. Wilhelm Company, which is in reply to ny 
letters of June 15th and 17th, copies of which I forwarded to your 
office at the time they ware mailed to Mr. Graul.

We are very much surprised at the thoughts expressed by 
Mr. Graul in the first paragraph of his letter, in Milch he 
emphasizes the interest of their company in the Sperry cell for 
the production of a basic lead acetate solution. The ohly guess I 
can make as to reasons for insisting that we further consider the 
possibility of the Sperry cell for the production of a basic lead 
acetate solution is that they are accustomed to reasoning only 
along chemical precipitation lines and not on electrochemical 
methods of precipitation. With this line of reasoning, they may 
feel that unless we can supply them with a basic lead acetate 
solution, which by precipitation will produce a satisfactory grads 
and color of lead chromate, that the Sperry cell would not be 
satisfactory for lead ehrcmate production.

Therefore, in reply to the questions asked in the first 
paragraph of this letter, we might well point out to them that our 
Research Department contend that the Sperry cell would be a more 
expensive method of producing a lead acetate from pig lead and 
acetic acid than it would be by chemical reaction between metallic 
lead and acetic acid. This statement is undoubtedly correct, 
except for the possibility that in our recent developments at the 
White Lead Plant there is indicated the possibility that an 
unrefined lead anode might be used as a source of lead, and there­
by result in a cheaper eource of lead acetate. However, we would 
he very reluctant at this time to reveel to the Wilhelm Company 
the real possibilities of the Sperry cell for using impure metals.

The.second paragraph of Mr. Graul*s letter is very 
pleasing to us, since he - defi nit ely states that they will be 
interested in the possibility of the Sperry cell producing chrome 
yellows direct* This acknowledgment of their intereat, after 
being advised that we have filed application far patent and have 
actually produced chrome yellows in the Sperry cell, should dispose 
of the question of their having made application for a patent on 
the electrolytic production of chromates.

N11461.01



An ac o n d a  Lead  Pr o d u c t s  Co mpan y

Kas t  (Iu ic ao o .In d ian a  July i7th, 1936
Sheet §2 - Mr. Frederick Laist

In going over this particular phase of Mr. Graul'a letter 
with Mr. Stockdala, we feel that we are not quite prepared to 
completely reveal and discuss with the Wilhelm Company the 
information wo have obtained on the cell control for the production 
of lead chromates. Our reason for this attitude is the fact that 
we find we can quite readily produce the yellow and orange lead 
chromates, but we are still working out the cell control for the 
production of the so-called deep orange lead chromates.

It is quite likely that the real interest of the Wilhelm 
Company in electrolytic lead chromate production is in its 
possibility of satisfactorily making the deep orange lead chromates 
rather than the yellow and orange chrcmates, .which latter two are 
easier to produce by chemical precipitation methods. In view of 
this situation, naturally we cannot definitely predict just when we 
will develop the cell control necessary to‘completely reveal the 
process to Uie Wilhelm Company, and therefore some plan should be 
devised to allow us sufficient additional time to perfect the process.

In the third paragraph of his letter, mention is made of 
the interest of Mr. Craul and Mr. Hirsch in a visit to our 
laboratories, with presumably the thought in mind that they could 
ascertain, by a visit, how much work we had done in the Sperry cell 
on the production of lead chromates.

Obviously, with the information I have given in the 
preceding paragraph on the status of our cell experiments for the 
production of lead chromates, it would not be advisable for Mr. Hirsch 
and Mr. Graul to visit us until we are prepared to show them the cell 
in operation, producing all commercial grades of lead chromate. We 
are of the opinion that when we have perfected the cell control for 
the production of lead chromates and are able to show them the 
experimental cell producing the commercial grades of lend chromate 
that they will lose interest in the lead acetate question.

In the thoughts expressed in thls latter, I have attempted 
to analyze the situation covering each specific question by Mr. Graul, 
and our position with reference to each of these questions acked by 

-him. It is apparent to U3 that we.noed additional time before 
proceeding very much further with the negotiations, which ultimately, 
we understand, will lead to a non-exclu3ive license to the Wilhelm 
Company.

A method of gaining additional time would be to have our 
Research Department prepare synthetic basic lead acetate solutions



Kas t  Ciu o ao o ,In d ian a July 17th, 1936

Sheet $3 - Mr. Frederick Laist

of an approximate composition indicated in pant correspondence with 
Mr. Graul, which we would forward to him with the understanding that 
these synthetic baaio load acetate solutions were prepared merely 
with the thought of establishing definitely the basicity of the lead 
acetate which was necessary for the satisfactory production of basic 

'load chromates by the process as now used at Reading. This plan has 
the advantage that we could frankly advise them that we were not 
particularly impressed by the commercial possibilities of the Sperry 
cell for the production of a basic lead acetate, and yet wa would 
co-operate with them to the extent of possibly clearing up some 
other questions that they apparently have in mind, and which we are 
at a leas to understand.

■ additional time to complete our investigation, it is my under­
standing that before any definite steps are taken toward negotiations 
for a non-exclusive license to the Wilhelm Company, someone in the 
Anaconda organisation, presumably Mr. Glass, was to approach the 
Sherwin-Williams Company to determine whether they were interested in 
a non-exclusive license for the production of lead chromates by the 
Sperry cell. As far as wo know, nothing ha3 been dona toward 
approaching tie Sherwin-Williams. Company on their possible interest, 
and again it may be that we are not quite ready to fuily divulge to 
Sherwin-Williams the extent of our development work at this time.

suggestions on this dlacn33ion of the enclosed letter from Mr. Graul, 
and particularly the forte of reply to his letter which might bs 
satisfactory to Mr. Dwyer and yourself.

In addition to the reasons I have given above for

I would very grsatly appreciate your comments and

Very truly yours,

Manager.
GEj/s
ce- Mr.R.S.Dwyer

Mr .0. Glass 
Mr.?.0.Case



THE A. WILHELM COMPANY 

READING, PENNSYLVANIA

June 29, 1936

Mr. G. E. Johnson,
Anaconda Lead Products Co., 
East Chicago, Ind.

Dear Mr. Johnson:-
A

With reference to your letters of June 15th and 
not completely agree with your research, staff on the 
being no feasibility to the plan which we degaussed 
office, and I would wary much like to foil 
made at the time which were covered in my letter c
forward us a sample of the Basic Le 
cell so that we can make same Chri

We are also interested inNtha plea 
the Sperry cell and would be mor^\haq 
subject.

If you feel t 
the both of us, toj 
to do so.

estate Solution 
ell\w? frcm it.

Tune l?th, I can- 
subject of there 

wien you were in my 
[estions which were 

1st. That is, 
da in the Sperry

eking the yellows direct in 
esed to work with you on this

p for myself or Mr. Hirach, or 
ea, we would be more than pleased

pree'iMe a regLVrrom you, advising whether it is possible 
for us'^tfseeufe the n^pjgg^ln accordance with my letter of May 1st, 
and our conversation while you were in my office; as well as your thought 
on opr visiting yrftr laboratory.

ith best personal regards, 1 remain,

Tours very truly, 

THE A. WILHELM COMPANY

HEGtFR

H. E. Graul 
General Superintendent

N11461.02



In t er n at io n al . Smel t in g  & Ref in in g  Co mpan y

25 BROADWAY

New  Yo r k

FReOESlCK LAIST

'"C'-""1"'’1' July 16 th, 19 3 6

<?

Mr. F. 0. Casa, Manager,
International Smelting and Refg. Co.,
Zinc Oxide Department,
East Chicago, Indiana.

Dear Mr. Case:

Referring to your letter of July 2nd, 
relative to patent number 1,322,142, covering the 
mechanical furnace developed by Meaare. Slngmaeter 
and Brayar of Falnerton, Pennsylvania which will 
expire the last of this yoar, I an now in receipt 
of the enclosed lettor from Mr. McCarthy, which 
will explain itself.

You will note that Mr. McCarthy says,
"It appears, therefore, that upon the expiration 
Of these patentB, the proceases described therein 
will be open to use by the public and may be used 
without infringing any later issued patent." In­
stead of replying to your question in connection 
with Just the one application, Mr. McCarthy has 
looked into any associated patents and given you 
the answer in some detail. Of course, Mr. McCarthy 
has not spent much time on this matter and explained 
to me over the telephone that the Hew Jersey Zinc 
Company might have other patents on the production 
of zinc oxide not directly related to the isotherm 
type of furnace, but perhaps you may know of any 
such If they have any.

I believe this will answer your ques­
tion satisfactorily but if not, please let ue know 
and further information will be obtained. The 
patents mentioned by Mr. McCarthy are attached.

With kindest regards, I remain 

Yours very truly.

Fff/

Enel -

N11461.03



INTERNATIONAL SMELTING AND REFINING COMPANY
ZINC OXIDE DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF GENERAL SALES MANAGER

GENERAL SALES OFFICE
EAST CHICAGO.

Pl an t s :
AARON. OHIO 
EAST CHICAGO.

EAST CHICAGO, IND.

<fuly :3ncl, 19.''-6

Mr. Francis Wilson.,'
Secretary to - 
Mr. Frederick Leirt,
Vice President,
International Smelting refinin'1: Co.,
25 Broadway,
Few York City.

Pear Mr. '.Vileon:

/ccording to our records, Patent .lumber 1,322,142. 
covering' the mechani cal furm-co. developed by Messrs. 
Ciurmast.eT > mi -breyer o1' Pr inert'*n, Pa., v/iJ 1 oxnii-e 
the last or tl:> r ver-r. If this information is 
correct, I presume there is no reason why we cannot 
use some or the ideas covered, by •■ his patent.

I am wondering if you route be Rood enough to 
check this uo with our potent ?ttomics end advise 
me definitely if we are correct in regard to this.

With kindest regards, I &’'•

POC:vie

N11461.04



Wil l iam H. Dav is  Aj k r a B. Mar v t n  - Dear  s . Ed mo n d s  Fr ax k  E. Bar r o w s  V. Br o w n  Mo r t o n  
Mer t o n  W. Sao e Wiixrs H.Tay l o r . Jr . Er n es t  H Mer c h an t  Geo r g s  E Mid d l e t o n  Mo h r t s  D. Jac k s o n  R Mo r t o n  Ad ams  Ray mo n d F. Ad ams  Les l ie B. Yor:vo Dan iel  V. Mah o n ey
SaTMONO II CANFIELD lUunwts Gu il d  _
Amo r o s e A Ar n o l d  OO^C5 Ho w el l  Br o w n . Jit. _ _Louts D Fo r w ar d  QQH St an l ey  Man s f ie l dOtOROE E FAITHrULLDo n al  F >r Car t h t  Jo h n Ho x ie Jo h n T. Far l ey  Cu h t  Vo n  Bo et t ic h br . Jr .James  B- Ch r is t ie Ro g er  T. Mc Lean

Pen n ie . Dav is ,Mau v in  an d Ed mo n d s  

Co u n s el l o r s at  Law -

165 DROADWAY 

New  Yo r k

AxdERT G. Dav is  
c o u n s el

Was h in g t o n  Of f ic es
N'at io n ai. Po m, BunoiNo July 15th, 1936.

Kr. Frederick Laist, Vice President,
International Smelting & Refining Company,
25 Broadway (Room 1720),
New York, N.Y.

Dear Hr. Laist:

In view of the recent inquiry of Mr. Case concerning patents 

of The New Jersey Zinc Company, relating to processes of the type of 

the Wetherlll process, which are about to empire, I consulted the 

available records and noted a number of patents which probably will be 

of interest to him.

In addition to patent No. 1,322,142 which expires next 

November and about which Mr. Case inquired specifically, I noted the 

following patents which relate to the same subject matter and which 

also expire next November:

Patent Number

1.322.088
1.322.089
1.322.090
1.322.091 

-1,322,142
1,322,143

I was unable to find any later patent granted on an application relat­

ing back to the applications on which the aforementioned patents were 

granted and providing additional protection for the inventions

Date of 
Issue

November 18, 1919
tt

ft

ff

ff

Date of 
Expiration

November 18, 1936
ff

ff
n
ff
rt

N11461.05



Mr. Frederick Laist -2

covered by those patents. It appears, therefore, that upon the 

expiration of these patents, the processes described therein will be

issued patent.

Similar processes are described in the following patents 

which already have expired:

owned by The New Jersey Zinc Company and covering operations carried 

out in traveling grate furnaces. I have not taken the time to 

coirsider all of the later patents of The New Jersey Zinc Company 

which might have sane bearing on such operations, but I shall be glad 

to do so and obtain copies of all other pertinent patents for Mr. Case 

if he is interested.

open to use by the public ar.d may be used without infringing any later

Patent Number
Date of 
Issue

Date of 
Expiration

1.112.853
1.112.854 
1,257,136 February 19, 1918

October 6, 1914
Tt

February 19, 1935

October 6, 1931
rt

The following are unexpired patents describing processes

carried out in traveling grate furnaces;
Date of

Patent Number IssueIssue
Date of 
Expiration

1,450,704 
1,670,169 -

Acril 3, 1923 
May 15, 1928

April 3, 1940 
May 15, 1945

The above-listed patents are the more important of those

One copy of each patent mentioned herein is enclosed.

Very truly yours,

ENCL



&

KAST CHICAGO,I.N1MAXA June 28th, 1336

of June 24th with reference to the Interest 
of the Grasselli Chornies! Company in the 
Sperry cell for the production of lead arsenate.

question are very good, and 1 expect to go over 
ycur letter with Mr. Case, who will return, to 
East Chicago tomorrow morning. 1 shall appreciate 
an opportunity to discuss this with you in tlew 
York on Monday.

Gra.8sel.li Chemical are tery friendly at the 
present time.

Mr. Ercdorl ok hoist, Vice-President 
Anaconda Loo.l i-r-dne ts Company, 
Room Iff? - 25 liroadYiay,
New York, ii. Y.

Dear Mr. Laist:-

1 k 1 sh to thank you for your letter

I think your s urgent ions on t.his

. As far a3 X know, our relations with

Very truly yours

Manager
GEJ'o
cc-Mr.R.E.Evyer

Mr.. l.C.Cane

N11461.06



INTERNATIONA!- SMELTING & REFINING COMPANY

25 BROADWAY

New  Yo r k

pflEOEflICK LAIST (■ - r ■ •. • O
vice*AnssiQCNT j ‘Zi +

J‘r, C. Tob.nnor, ’nr«'F,or,
^nccon-is i.eTfl I’m .1 u c t o 
•'sat, >5M 5B#;a . Iiv! i-im ,

Ue.'iT ?*r, Tohnoo--

Thin will ncVnowledre receipt of jroiur 
letter of Tima 22nd, rslotiue to the cmsselll 
Choc.lcnl Tonpiay’a intorcst in tho -’’perry soil for 
the promotion of loil arsenate.

T hV. nk y i i »«y toko It far ('ranted that 
no would not he intorcutcd In produoist,- laud nraonnte 
hy the .'Sperry pr >v>3:» or i t •my other nay. ,e con­
st larol jots'; lots Vi; umuf-ioVira of nrnountoa nsaay 
ye I'M o.to .aid on.t 'Viloi 3-opirVisnt oormaod an oh a 
bo t o hnca'sne Shay fait that It would result in a 
limitation of cor arsenic solos to other emanate 
producers and that If we laude any amemttes, we would 
hard to fro Into the "a islnoss on a lnrso oaou.’h aonlo 
to absorb our entire arsenic production.

~,*»ot T’all 1 considered tho production of 
load arsenate as an outlet for the lend sulphate which 
wo make at forth '.nboy, but after dineunslne, the natter 
Tlth Mr. f.laas end cornlilnrinn Jt from the technical 
ansi* #3 well ns tho salon *nnle» *o decided not to 
do'so,

T not*id any that If no still hove north 
while patents on the Sperry procam thnt m rilcht lot 
the (irasselll psopto use it In conn idem tlon of, their 
purchasing their arsenic from ue, X shell ho pleased 
to discuss this rotter with you when yea eor.o to .'law 
York ea'Pondny, I think re should cs.ltlrnte the 
friendship of the I'ynu'iem Company,

Tears tcry truly,

N11461



Eas t  Ch ic ag o ,In d ian a June 22nd, 1936

Ur. Frederick Laist, Vice-President,
Anaconda Lead Fro diets Company,
Room 1720 - 25 Broadway,
Hew York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Laist

About a year ago the local management of the Crasselli 
Chemical Company requested permission to have two of their men 
from the Cleveland plant visit our operations, particularly the 
electrolytic white lead operations. We were advised at-'that time 
that these engineers were making a study of electrochemical 
process in general, and since the Sperry process was unique in 
this line of work they would like to acquaint themselves with 
the theory and the operation of the cell. The local plant has 
been very courteous in exchanging information with us in the 
past, and we therefore advised them that this would be entirely 
sat isfactory to us.

On Friday of laBt week Mr. C. W. Bower, one of the 
officials of the local plant of Crasselli, telephoned me to 
inquire whether one of their research men could visit our White 
Lead Plant. The Individual in question is Mr. O'Brien, who is 
the son of a former general superintendent of the East Chicago 
plant. Mr. Bower advised that Mr. O'Brien was one of the men who 
visited the plant about a year ago, and was making a study of 
electrolytic processes in general. He also advised that we should 
only give Mr. O'Brien information which was within the limits 
allowed by our company policy.

Mr. O'Brien called at the office Friday afternoon end 
advised Mr. Knox, to whom he had been referred, that the 
Crasselli Company was producing lead arsenate at East Chicago at 
the rate of about 20 to 25 tons per day for approximately 8 
months per year. They have apparently been studying the 
possibility of making lead arsenate by the electrolytic process 
as possibly offering some advantages in a lower cost, and also 
possibly a little more flexibility in making the different 
grades of lead arsenate as regards physical characteristics.

Apparently their investigation had proceeded to the 
point idle re they were more Interested in cost at operation and 
maintenance, having- presumably-decided that the fundamental 
characteristics of the Speny cell were satisfactory for the 
production of lead arsenate. They were also particularly 
interested in the cell voltage, and had assumed four volts per cell.

1873
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Mr. Knox advised them that their voltage figure was very likely high 
for the production of lead arsenate, but beyond this, advised 
Mr. O’Brien that he was not in a position to estimate cost or give 
him cost figures without approval from our New York office.

Mr. Knox suggested to Mr. O’Brien that if their company 
was considering the electrolytic production of lead araenate by the 
Sperry cell that it might be advisable to make some arrangements 
between the Grasselli Chemical Company and our company, looking 
toward an exchange of information which might help them decide the 
posaibilitiea of the 3peri7 cell. We were surprised to know that 
the Grasselli Chemical Company had been seriously studying the 
Sperry cell far this purpose, and apparently Mr. O'Brien had a great 
deal of c031 data on the possibilities of the Sperry cell for this 
purpose. This fact, coupled with the Interest of the Wilhelm 
Company and the admit ted interest of the Eagle Pioher Lead Company 
on the date on which the basic Sperry patents expire, and other 
incidents that have come to our attention in the past several years, 
indicates that the chemical end pigment industry are interested in 
the future possibilities of the Sperry cell.

Mr. Knox gathered the impression that Mr. O'Brien was 
rather of the opinion that their company could proceed with the 
installation of a Sperry process for lead arsenate without any 
Interference on the part of the Anaconda Lead Products Company, 
or at least that the Anaconda Lead Praiucts Company was not 
interested in this type of process because of the danger of arsine 
to our workmen.

Mr. Case and I talked over the Grasselli Company's 
interest in lead arsenate, and we both felt that we should advise 
you and Ur. Dwyer of this new interest, with the thought that ycu 
could advise us on how to proceed with them to avoid patent 
complications sad also, if we are interested in helping them 
develop a lead araenate process, how the necessary steps to keep 
in touch with them might be arranged. We wculd greatly appreciate 
your comments and suggestions.

GEJ/s
cc-Mr.8.E.Dwyer

Mr.F.O.Case

Manager.



Mr. Freds rick Laist, V lc e~ President,
Anaconda Lead Products Company,
Room 1720 - 25 Broadway,
New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Laist

I want to thank you for your wire of June 15th In 
reply to my wire of the same date concerning the revised 
letter to Mr. Graul on the lead ehromate situation; also, 
your air mall letter of June 15th.

My reason far wiring you was that on Monday 
morning, June 15th, I received the enclosed letter from 
Mr. Graul Inquiring as to our reply to his letter of May 1st. 
Under the circumstances I had not forwarded the revised 
letter to Mr. Graul as I desired your approval on the 
revised form of letter. Upon receipt of your wire I 
forwarded to Mr. Graul, under date of June 15th, the letter 
as you approved it, and I as today acknowledging his letter 
of June 12th, copy of which is enclosed.

1 appreciate the Information given in the second 
paragraph of your letter, particularly the fact that 
provided the Vilhelm Company is interested in a license for 
the production of lead chromate that the company will he 
agreeable to granting them a non-exclusive license, ,

I shall forward to you any reply we have from 
Mr. Graul on this subject.

Yery truly yours,

Manager.
GEJ/s
cc-Mr.R.Z.Dwyer 

Mr.C.Glass 
Mr. 7.0. Case

N11461.09



June 12th, 1936

Anaconda Lead Products.60., 
East Chicago, Indiana.

Gentleaen:-

The writer has not 

writing you on May 1st 

when you were in ay offl

HEG:FR

ATTENTION: Mr. E, E« Johnson

(e pleasure\j\hearing from you since 

.e subject which we discussed 

ling Lead Acetate solution, etc.

.etter would be greatly appreciated.

Yours rery truly,

THE A. WILHELM COMPANY

H. E. Graul

General Superintendent.

N11461.1



June 17th, 1936

'Mr. H. 3. Graul,
Production Manager,
The A. Wilhelm Co.,
Reeding, Peaneylranla.

Dear Mr. Orauls-

Z am In receipt of your leTthr'ef 
June 12th In which you ^IficuZna eonoernlnj 
your letter of May ^rf^Slato our 
eonferenee at Read

In the 
tter o

truat you have 
15th, which I 

elpt of your letter, 
r consent a on thla

lens'

Very truly you re,

S S

/OEj/e
co-Mr .P.laiat 

Mr.R.3.a*yer 
Mr.C.Glass 
Ur.?.0.Case

Manager.

\
\
i-
t

I->

f'.

r« •

t
r

N11461.ll



.. "*73 ] CAtLC

Jrfrtuoju* frUU.RATt

v|MrL£mi>t 1 0€«BR€0

5R I *IO*T
Iff. | HESSAfit

M/GHT
l e t t er

A | NMHT
% I emeu

SHIP
AAOIOGRAM

IFatMUaboaldeheekelJMof aerrloe 1 
J (Mrel: otherwise message will be ( 

tranaaitted m a fsH-rate
comaBnleation.

WESTERN
UNION

ACCTG INFMN.

TIME FILED

Ir$y€'

\Send ihe/eUontng menage, alibied to ihe Umi on bode hereof, which on hereby agreed to

Hew Topic City, N. T., 
Juno 15th, 1936.

Ur. 0. E. Johnson,
International smelting and Refining Go., 
last Chicago, Indiana.

LITTER OXZB AM WRITING

Irederlolc Lai at

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE. •
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In t er n at io n al  Smel t in g  & Ref in in g  Co mpan y

25 BROADWAY

New  Yo r k

BICK LAI3T

June 15th, 1 9 3 6.

Air Vail

Mr. 0. T. Johnson, Manager, 
anaconda land Products Co.,
East Chicago, Indiana.

Dear Mr. Johnsons

Z hare bean so busy that your letter 
of June 9th,has lain on ray desk for several days 
without being answered.

X don’t think that It necessarily 
follow* that Mr. (Irani will conelude that because 
we have applied for patent on the production of 
electrolytic lead chromate "that we plan to pro­
duce lead chromate, and that therefore their 
interest In using the Sparry cell will oeaae." I 
would be more Inclined to think that he will ask 
what our plana are and at the same tine make In­
quiry as to whether he can obtain a licence under 
our patent. If he makes such inquiry, you can 
then tell him that we will Issue to his company 
a noa-axelualve license*

Tours very truly.

Fi/y »

N11461.13



Sn ac o n d a  Lead  Pr o d u c t s  Co mpan y

liAST CHICAGO,INLMAXA June 9th, 1936

Mr. Frederick Laist, Yic e-President,
Anaconda Lead Products Company,
Room 1780 - 25 Broadway,
Hew York, H. Y.

Bear Mr. Laist:-

I wish to thank you for your letter of June Sth with 
reference to the interest of the Reading plant of the (Hidden Company 
concerning lead chromate.

I cm glad to have your opinion on the letter as I prepared 
it. In accordance with your suggestion, I have drafted the enclosed 
letter to Mr. Graul which is, with the exception of two minor 
revisions, the letter which you suggest be written to Mr. Craul. I 
believe these two changes will not in any way change the thought in 
the letter nor its intent. I have also gone over the question and 
your letter with Mr. Case, and he is agreeable to your suggestions.

I rather imagine Mr. Graul, upon receiving the enclosed 
letter, will probably have to give the matter same thought, then he 
probably will take it up with the executive officers of the Glldden 
Company to determine whether they are interested in the electrolytic 
produstlon of lead chranates. Frcaa the thoughts expressed by 
Mr. Graul on lead chromate during my visit at Reading, I am somewhat 
inclined to believe that ha will feel that since we will obtain a 
patent cm the production of electrolytic lead chromate that we plan 
to produce lead chromate, and therefore their interest- in using the 
Sperry cell will cease. I presume there would be no objection to 
having such a situation develop.

However, in our correspondence on this question, there 
are indications that we mi git be interested in giving Sherwin- 
Villimas and the Glldden Company a non-exclusive license to produce 
electrolytic chromate. Therefore, I am somewhat uncertain whether 
it is your thought that the matter should be closed at this time 
with tto Glldden Company, or whether we should attempt to keep the 
question open long enough to have the decision of the Sherwin- 
Villisms Company as to their interest.

g et /s  Manager,

enel.
ce-Mr.R.S.Dwyer

Mr.C.Glass 
Mr. 7.0. Case

N11461.14



Mr. H. 2. Graul, 
Production Maneger,
The A.. Wilhelm Co.t 
Reading, Feansylvanla.

Dear Mr. Graul

Referrlng to our recent co' 
letter of May 1st relative to the pos3ibilf 
producing a basic load a estates option in 
cell, X find that our resear'Mr'peoHm are inolinl 
question the feasibillty/dp'Suah a d«H*me

and your

You uill, howevl 
lead chrocBte couli__be pro* 
cell, and t 
attention.' 
on this pro 
patents, bu 
have also

.the

. repeajrthat I stated that 
irectly in the Sperry 

this ^method again to your 
ns Id er able experimental vorh 

verea'dwoadly by the Sperry 
tlon, I might say that we 

for a specific patent 
production of lead chromates.

Very truly yours,

Uadager.
OEJ/a /
cc-Mr.T.Laist7 

Mr.R.B.Dwyer 
Ur .7.0.Case 
Mr.C.Glass
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an ac o n d a Sal es  Co mpan y

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

t o : Mr. Frederick: Laist,

f r o m-. Clarence Glass, 

SUBJECT: LSAP CHROMATE

n ew  Yo r k . June 8, 1936

This will acknowledge, with thanks, copy of your 

letter of June 5 to Mr« G. k. Johnson relative to the license for 

the production of lead chromate under the Sperry patent.

Respectably,

c g Aim

N11461.I6



FREDERICK L.AIST
VlCC-PRCSIOCNT

New  Yo r k

Juno 5th, 193 6.

Hr. 0. T. Johnson, Mnnoger,
Anaconda Load Products Co., 
r.aat Chicago, Indiana.

\
Dear Hr. Johnson;

1 hare just flnlshod reading your 
latter to Mr. n. ". Orsul and hare d&aoussed «ane 
with Mr. Dwyer. »a are of the opinion that your 
latter goes Into far too much dotall. Khat we had 
In mind was that you would merely adrisc Hr. craul 
that we eonalder the production of lead ohromate to 
be Included In the :5perry patente and that we hare 
applied for a speolfla patent cororlng the produe- 
tion of lead ohronate la the Sperry eell.

re did net hare In mind that you would 
go Into ao much detail and we certainly do not want 
you to nates any refereneea to the Kew 7ork officials 
each as are made In paragraph four of your letter.

I suggest that you write a letter to 
taka a fora about as follows;

"Dear Mr. nraul:

Seforrlnn to our reoant eonrer- 
aatlon relatlro to the poaalblllty of pro­
ducing a basic lead acetate solution In 
the Sparry eell, I find that our research 
people are Inclined to question the feas­
ibility sf aueh a eoheae. Ton *111, hov- 
arer, rM.il! tv.t : >{><<! list rw ktd 
produced land ehromate directly In the 
Sperry cell and t wlah to bring this method 
again to your attention, hare done con* 
eldarsble experimental work on this process.
It Is cowered broadly by the Sperry patents, 
but for your information, I might say that 
wa also hare made application for a specific 
potest cowering the electrolytic production 
of lead chromates.

Very truly yours,

Q. K. Johnson 
Kana/’or'1

N11461.17



; T don't believe that it ia neeeocary
j in this latter to naVe any atatcnonto no to our nill-
! inpueon to r.ront a lloenso to tho . vilheln Company,

althoiiph pormnnlly T can aao no objootion to doing , 
ao and T nn of tho opinion that It would bo bettor 
to grant u lleonnn then to onnage in the nanufacturo 

j of lead ehronato Quro9lvo3.

r •. 3aso writes, undur date of Juno 
3rd, that ho thin’to it would bo obJootionahla to 
license tho 'liddon C mpany ’until after tho .Cor­
win Miliaria Conpany has had an opportunity to got 
tho sane privllero''. I think t\r. Soso'e objection 
non be net vary eooily by rofuolng to grant on ex- 
elusive lieanuo to anyone, Tho .'herwin .'Uliano 
people cannot poeolhly have any objection to our 
granting a ncn-exolttsive license to tho r-llddon 
people provided -a will do the snno for then.

Voiirs vory truly.



I • ■

rri « i I t • .

June 5,1936.

Mr. R.E. Dwyer, Vice President, 
Anaconda Coppor .Mining Company, 
25 Broadway,
New York,}!.Y.

Dear Sir:

A copy of Mr. Case's letter of June 3, 

addressed to you, relative to the a . Wilhelm Company, 

has been reoeived.

I am in full accord with the thoughts ex­

pressed in Mr. Case's letter.

The Sherwin-Williams Company, as you know, 

is our biggest outlet for Arsenic.

If you desire to have any discussion on 

this subject, please let me know.

CG:MN

Yours very truly,

Vice President.

co Mr. G.E. Johnson./ 
Mr. Fred. Laist » 
Mr, F.O. Case

N11461.18



INTERNATIONAL SMELTING AND REFINING COMPANY

©FFiCt or OENERAL SAUSS MANAGER

ZINC OXIDE DEPARTMENT

GENERAL SALES OFFICE
CAST CMiCAOO. II

Pl an t s :

EAST CHICAGO, IND.

■ Jane Z, lDGS.

Mr. H. Ti:. Dwyer,
Vice President,
Anaconda Cogprr i'.ninr Comneny, 
2? 1roadway.
New tork, ;j. 'i.

Dear ^r. Dw/eri

Under date of -Tone 3rd Mr. Johnson has written 
a tentative letter to Mr. 'Graul, of the A. rilhelia Company, 

branch of the Glidden Ccur.-ay, and also a letter of trans­
mittal to you. I read both of these and have discussed the 
proposition with hr. -Johnson. As I understand it, his 
letter to hr. Graul is in line with his telephone conversation 
with you and hr. Laist.

I E..i in accord with the contents and suggestions in 
these letters with the possible exception of the licensing 
of the Glidden Company to use our patents for the production 
of lead chromate. Personally, I have no objection to the 
Glidden Company having these but from the standpoint of the 
Anaconda organization I seriously question the advisability 
of licensing, or suggesting a license, to Glidden until after 
the Sherwin tuns has had an opportunity to get the same
privilege.

The Sherwin "’lllieias Company compete with Glidden in 
the sale of dry colors including lead chromate and we have 
every reason to believe that the-Glidden Company would be in 
a very advantageous position on lead chromate if they made it 
by. our patents. This would undoubtedly cause more trouble 
far us from Sherwin '."illie.ms than for us to manufacture lead 
chromate ourselves. . In fact, Sherwin "llliaas probably would 
view the latter with a certain ai.ount of complacency.

In view of tiie situation on arsenic and rig lead, and 
since we have no connections with Gi dden that are worth much 
to us except the minor ones that I handle on dry -pigments, I

N11461.19



o

.Mr. R. 2. Dvr/er June 3) 1326.

think this 'should be seriously discussed before offering 
a license to A. 'kilhelra Coupany. Obviously, anything 
else such as experimental work or co-operation on tech­
nical development ?.ould not cause any trouble and should 
be entirely satisfactory to everyone.

fours very truly.

Manager

FOCase/ajd 
CC: /

”;r. Frederick Lrist 
hr. Clarence Glass 
sax*. G. 2. Johnson

\

f
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Tuna 3rd, 1936

Mr. Pobert 2. Dwyer, President, 
Anaoonda teed Pro dusts Company, 
25 Broadway,
New Tork, N, Y.

Dear Mr. Dwyer:-

- I am In reeeipt of your letter of Tune l|et which la 
acknowledgment of ay latter of May 29th to Ur. La list outlining 
the Interview with the managwaent of the }£Qgdlag, {Pennsylvania 
plant of the Wilhelm Company.

In aooordanee with your 
the enaloeed reply to Mr. Oraul> 
attempted in thla letter to 
letter, and also those dlseu 
Tune let, X would vary greatl' 
suggestions on the thoughts exp: 
forward It to Mr.

• - The lej
PraduoteCompi 
Company or, In a\ 
Spe;

• lead'pfircoatba,

lone, X heVe\drafted 
May let, have 

ipolnta ootllned In your 
Lalst on the' telephone 

e any orltlelsme or 
in thle letter before I

er aa prepared esehafes that the Anaoonda Lead 
ould be agreeable to lleenelng the"Wilhelm ' 

oeder eannl the (Hidden Company, to nee the 
;be proswne for the production of eleetrolytlo 

X'hgStwv^emrefal consideration should be given •

require

’'point of approach to tha Clldden Company. There are probably

(or fifteen Color makers In the United States who might be 
rested In tni product ion of eleetrolytlo ohromates.: Tha 

makers' .Operations are, aa a rule, on a small'tonnage,' ■
fpenslve product that has rather stringent > ~’

and specifications.

The original draft of a specification for patent claim"' 
covering-tha production of lead chroaetec and other ehxomatea as 
a possibility la In preparation, and w# will arrange to have this’ ‘ 
application In tha handa of our patent attorney by tha tlma we 

-receive your reply to thla letter. - I believe thin plan will 
.protect ua on onr patent situation.

QW/l
end. ,
co-Mr.I1.Lalst v 

Mr. T.O.Caee

Tev truly yours,

Manager.

N11461.21



Sir. H. E. Craul, 
Production "'anager, 
The A. Wilhelm Co., 
Heading, Pennsylvania.

Dear Sir. Graul s -

X appreciate the information given in your 
which you advise the inquiremeats of a lead aoetate so . 
of lead chromates at Reading.

er of May 1st in 
4tion for production

Aa I mentioned during my pleasant visTt--*4£jr jrou, I would assign 
to our Hesearch Department the problem o£_siaking a satrabactory lead 
acetate. Upon my return to East Chicussed wit>\ur Research 
Department the possibilities of mtfptur'a baeld lead acetaW^suitable for 
your purposes. You will also re^iurthat ln/olur discussion I mentioned 
that the Sperry cell wae fundemenVally well'jieslg&ed for the production of 
a lead chromate direct rather thanV\e>dCa£etete solution.

Prior to th 
Department had r0001117 

produce lead aeatata 
reason a of economy e 
do would be__iaL_4evel 
lead chrp>fot«i~-di£aot 
number pfrteats on our

you*\Xetter of May 1st, our Hasaarch 
at it might ba possible to

desire basiohty in the Sperry cell that for 
factory product, the logical thing to 

poasi^jAitias of the Sperry cell for making 
oh Department therefore has made a 

'pertinent al Sparry call, and find that wa
oan predtuoe vary lafactory gradea of lead chromata.

While itJ\h true that you have only haan interested in the 
Sperry &ellendUy poe sibil it lea for producing lead aoetate, wa believe 
that it wbulg~Sft^fer more attractive for you to oonalder the Sperry sell 
for the direct production of lead ohromatea. Kith this thought in mind, 
it is obvloua that same consideration must be given to tha patent 
positions involved. Cur New York officials have Indicated that they are 
definitely interested in cor .‘leg the production of chromates by patent 
applications and, based upon tha experiments we have made ainos my visit, 
wa bars filed patent applications covering tha process as developed. 
While so definite decision has bean made by the Anaconda Lead Products 
Company aa to this process, there ere indications that they might ba 
interested in lioenslng your firm to use sue ha process.

I would naturally esairne that before a decision of this kind 
could be made as regards a~ lie ansa, you would want to know more 
definitely concerning the process end its possibilities. It is possible



Shsat #2 - Mr. H. 3. Oraul



2S BROADWAY

New  Yo r k
PREOERICK LAIST

Tuna 2nd, 1 9 3 6,

Mr. O. 3. Johnson, Manager, 
anaconda f.ead 1 rochicts Co.,
East Chicago, Indiana.

Sear Mr, Johnson)
S

T sr In raealpt of your letter of 
May 29th, which review* your conversation of 
April 7th with representatives of the A. Vilhelm 
Company, concerning their interest In lead acetate 
and lead ehroreate produced by the Sperry process,

Mr. Owyer called my attention to 
that part of your letter in which you angreat the 
use of the Sperry oell for the production of lead 
chromate and he thought that it would he advisable 
for you to write Mr. Graui to the effect that the 
haelo Sperry patent# cover the production of com­
pound# of this hind and that we have alao applied 
.for a specific patent cn the production of lead 
chromate.

_ /"

Such a lattar might ba useful for 
purposes of reoord lo case there should be any 
controversy In the future as to our right to the 
process of making lead chromate In the .'perry cell. 
Ton could, of course, easily prove that you have 
actually produced lead chromate in the Sperry cell.

such a latter, together with your ex­
perimental records, would put us In a pretty strong 
position is onae the Vilhelm people were lnoiinad 
to disregard our rights. Ae I have told you on 
previous occasions, 1 am sure that we would not 
want to go into the manufacture of lead chromate 
ouraelves, but If the Sperry oell le to be used for 
such a purpose, we would like to be In a position 
to collect royalties.

Tours very truly,

yi./n
CO-'r. n. 1. Gwyar 

T,'r. f. rt. Oose

N11461.23
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An ac o n d aLead  Pr o d u c t s  Co mpan y

from miff

Has t  Ch ic ag o .In d ian a May 89th, 1936

Mr. Frederick Laist, Vice-President,
Anaconda Lead products Company,
Room 1720 - 25 oroalway,
Rew York, N, Y.

Daar Mr. Laist

The following information briefly reviews my conversation of 
April 7th with representatives of The A. '.Vilhelm Company, Reading, 
Pennsylvania, concerning their interest in lead acetate and lead 
chromate production by the Sperry process.

Upon my arrival at Reading I met with Mr. H. E. Graul, 
Production Manager; Mr. Hersch, Re3eerch Engineer and Mr. Whitman, 
Production Superintendent. In opening the conference, Mr. Graul 
stated that he wanted definitely to make clear two things; one, the 
Glidden Company dco3 not want to make white lead by the Sperry process; 
and two, that the request for information on the Sperry process was 
made by him without the knowledge of his superior officers, and he did 
not know whether they would approve or disapprove of his action.

Since I did not know just what form the conference might teles, 
particularly as regards patent situations, I advised Mr. Graul that I 

■ was not authorized to speak on the question of patent or patent rights, 
and as far as I was concerned I would be glad to discuss his Interest 
in the Sperry process only as a basis for arriving at some satisfactory 
understanding of what they desired, and at some later time, depending 
on what circumstances might develop, the question of the legal and 
patent rights would have to be handled by the officers of the Anaconda 
Lead Products Company and their company.

Their primary interest is obtaining a lead acetate solution 
which can be satisfactorily used for the production of chrome yellows, 
principally lead chranate. At the present time, they are making their 
lead acetate for this purpose from litharge produced by the Glidden 
Company, presumably the Metals Refining Company at Hammond, and acetic 
acid which is purchased locally. They are not satisfied with the 

-product produced by these materials, and believe that their 
difficulties are due to lack of control of the basicity of the lead 
acetate produced. .

As nearly as I could determine, they are interested in 
producing at their- plant at Reading about 1,000 pounds per day of a 
suitable basic lead acetate. They were of the opinion that the Sperry 
cell would give them definite control of the basicity of the lead 
acetate produced-, and understood that in our white lead'process we

181

PNVC00008889
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An ac o n d a  Lead  Pr o d u c t s  Co mpan y

Kas t Ch ic ag o ',In d ian a May 29th, 192s

Sheet g-Z - Sir. i'rederialc Laist, Viee-?resLder.t

first produced a basis lead acetate .and later precipitated the basic 
carbonate whits lead as a separate operation. With this understanding 
of the Sperry process, they had in mind the construction of a small 
experimental cell at Reading in which they could develop the operating 
conditions to produce particularly the lead acetate they desirei.
They had the impression that an electrolytic cell for 1,000 pounds a 
day would create a very substantial power demand that might be 
prohibitive ae regards their limited power equipment, end also the 
economic factor of power cost. In discussing these factors with them 
I pointed out to them, Just as an illustration, that one of our white 
lead cells produces about 1,000 pounds per day of basic carbonate 
white lead, and the power requirements would be about 200 X.W.H. per 
cell. I also indicated to them the relative small dimensions of the 
cell, and they were impressed by the reasonable power requirements and 
the small floor space required for the cell.

I attempted to obtain definite information as to the 
composition of the lead acetate solution desired, but they were either 
reluctant to give me this information or did not know definitely what 
composition wa3 best for their purposes. However, I suggested that if 
they preferred, they could study ^he question further and then if they 
thought it advisable give this information in a letter which could ce 
used by our Research Department to determine whether the"Sperry cell 
was adapted for this purpose.

During practically all of the conference the discussion was 
limited to basic lead acetate, but in the latter part of the conference 
I brought out the point that the Sperry call would greatly simplify the 
sequence of step3 in the production of lead chromate, since the lead 
chromate could be made direct from metallic lead with a simple subsequent 
washing and drying operation. I brought out this possibility of the 
Sperry cell to anticipate the possibility that the Glidden Company might 
file an application for a patent to produce lead chromate by an 
electrolytic process which would he very similar to the Sperry cell.
When 1 mentioned this possibility of producing lead chromate, Mr. Graul 
seemed very much surprised that the Sperry cell could do this as simply 
as indicated. Mr. H-oraah, their Research Engineer, however immediately 
realized the possibility and stated that that would be very simple, 
simply substitute the chromates for the carbonate salts used in the 
Sperry process and the product would be lead chromate. After a few 
moments Mr. -Graul saict "Well, if that is the case I nrat, in all 
fairness, ask if the Anaconda Lead Products Company can produce, with 
the Sperry call, lead chrcmate and it may be that your company would



Has t  Ch ic ag o ,In d ian a  May 2Stn, 1936

Sheet ff5 - Mr. Frederick Lalst, Vice-President

want to go into the business of producing and selling lead chromates." 
I told him I could not answer that question because such a decision 
could only be made by the directors and not by myself. At that point 
I mentioned that the Sperry patents covered in general the production 
of any insoluble salt of metals, and presumably had anticipated a 
number of products such as lead chromate that might be made by this 
process.

After leaving the conference and upon my return to Ea3fc 
Chicago, in reviewing the situation it was not exactly clear to me 
just where either the GllideD Company or the Anaconda Lead Products 
Company stood in this matter. As nearly as I could determine the 
interest of the staff at Reading was in producing a better grade of 
lead chromate. Mr. Graul's interest in asking about information on 
the Sperry process had in mind that this might be a far more satis­
factory method of eliminating their lead chromate troubles than 
attempting to proceed along the older and more established lines of 
chemical process methods. This plan would have the advantage that it 
could be investigated by the Reading staff, and if the results did not 
Justify further investigation the matter could be dropped without 
advising their superior officers. If, however, the possibilities 
appeared attractive they would be in a position to recommend the 
adoption of the Sperry process for this purpose.

After my return to East Chicago I wa3 rather expecting a 
letter from Mr. Graul but X did not hear from him until I received 
the enclosed letter of May 1st in which Mr. Graul outlines in 
substance the thoughts I discussed with him while at Reading. You 
will note in this letter he makes no mention of the possibility of 
producing lead chromate which would to U3 he the most attractive use 
of the Sperry cell. There is considerable question whether a basic 
lead acetate solution can be produced in the Sperry cell because 
fundamentally it is designed for an insoluble salt production. There 
should he no advantage in the Sperry cell in producing lead acetate 
since the raw materials, that is, the lead and acetic acid presumably 
would have to be purchased at the same prices for the Sperry cell as 
-for any other chemical process.

There might be a possibility of making lead acetate in the 
Sperry cell by the use’of calcium acetate in an absorption or reaction 
tower as a source of acetic acid, provided the residue of calcium 
hydroxide can be readily removed by filtration. This possibility 
would require some changes in the Sperry cell to adapt it for this 
purpose. The enclosed copy of letter from Mr. Graul gives more 
definite information on their requirements for basic lead acetate than 
1 was able to obtain while at Reading.



Ax ac o m)aLi;ad  Pr o d u c t s  Co mpan y

Eas t  Ch ic ag o ,In d ian a May 29th, 1936

Sheet jri - Mr. Frederick Laist,- Vic o-Fracident

I do not tel ieve it v.ould be advisable to advice the i'.'ilhela 
Company at this tine that the Sperry cell is not adapted for the 
production of lead acetate. I believe the staff at Reading is 
interested enough in the possibilities cf either the production of an 
electrolytic lead chromate or basic lead acetate to make some 
experiments alone this line, i'.'e are preparing a patent application 
for the production of lead chromate by the Sperry cell, and therefore 
it would be advisable to avoid any definite decision with the Wilhelm. 
Company until our patent application has been filed. In the interval, 
we are recovering a substantial amount of lead acetate from our slime 
plant operations, and as soon as our Research Department has the time 
available we plan to determine the percentage of basic lead acetate 
present and the possibilities of preparing some samples of basic lead 
acetate, which we might- forward to the Wilhelm Company in order to 
clearly establish for our information the proper basicity of their 
solution for lead chromate production. This work would he a step in 
the right direction if we have any further interest in the possible 
production of lead chromate, and would also assist us in understanding 
the problems of our white lead customers who use white lead for the 
production of lead chromate and other color materials.

Very truly yours,

Manager.
GSj/s 
end.
cc-Mr.S.E. Dwyer 

•Mr.f .C.Case



t h* a . "’itm.M ccrT.Air?

Hondinf, Iennsylvanla 
tfay 1st, 19 30

Anaconaa Lead Products Co., 
East Chicago, Ind.

Gentlemen:- Att. - ['r, G, 7. Johns n

I irlsh to apologize for not writing you soonor relative to the
understanding we tad during your visit to ray officey 
circumstances, it vr.s impossible for U3 to secure 
cation concerning the type of Le-d Acetate Solution 
to this tics.

Due to unforeseen 
tfie necessary infor- 

we desire previous

As advised you, during your vi3i 
Acetate Solution from Custon Lead Cpapeny at 3c 
very satisfactory results in a Uboz-rrarX way, it 
lleate the original material as piscity was cc

At your suggestion,
Lead Acetate Solution to foiwi 
since you1 visit to 
which we feel wllj/gl^e uSs^Vtlsfi

Insofi
basic lead aeeta! 
If it larosslble 
with 
pro, 
wi

we secured a Leud 
which gave ua

they could not dup- 
cemed.

secure a sample of a satisfactory 
’t after making two attempts, 

sen unsuccessful in securing one 
>ry xesul ts.

as we can da 
solution cjt 

r you to ;
__ Id appreciate receiving this sample as

as possibles—Ia-dJJxe event, it does not prove satisfactory, we 
the results obtained and endeavor to give you further

terrains we believe that we should have a 
itaining a minimum of 8^ basicity Fb(OH),

what changes should be made in future samples. In 
erial proves entirely satisfactory, it will then be a 

to hold a further conference and have cur companys de- 
icy concerning the use of the 3porry cell.

It will be necessary for us to receive at least a gallon sample 
of the lead acetate solution, and I would suggest that you ship this In 
glass as you have been advised of the experience we had concerning the 
shipment of this material in wooden, bur‘els.

In the event it is impossible for you to furnish us with a solu­
tion of the above basicity, will you kindly advise us what the maximum 
basicity would he and furnish us with a sample of it?

N11461.25



Anaconda Lend Products Co., 
Att. itr, Johnson,
5/1/35 ::3

Che writer a.-i '"ell ns "r. "il ;ach and Ur. ".'bltnnn enjoyed your visit 
to us and trust that we will have the ••ooc! fortune to again contact you 
in the future.

Yours very truly, 

TH2 A. WILHljll CdlPANY,

H”G;FR

I.S. - If you are lntep 
solution, wh 
would be p 
have found, 
have any oj 
fran them ^lglnall

aul

rao rucci0M'«V,A03S

a sample of the lead acetate 
the Uuaton Lead Company, we 
with a sample} even though t o  
fry. Unfortunately we do not 

ory solution which we have secured 
oiward you.

H.K.G.
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26 BROADWAY

New  Yo r k

FREDERICK L.AIST
VICE-PRESIDENT arch 13, 1936.

Mr. o. T. Johnson, ‘anajor,
Anaeonda bead 'Tot'.ucta Company,
Saut Chicago, Indiana.

Dear "r. Jchaacn: .. 1‘

1 8M la receipt of your lettervof March 
11th regarding the Inquiry of *tr. !'.. ?.. fJraul, .-t o - 
ducilon Manager of The A. Silhelm Company, with 
reference to th3 use of the Sparry eeli for the 
production of basic lead acetate usod by thatr 
firm for the production of basic leal chroaates.

1 discussed this matter with ‘»r. Cass 
this morning, '!0 tolls ae that we haws newer pro­
duced basic lead acetate in the Jperry cell, and 
it aeoss doubtful whsthorthe Sperry csll gat be 
used for the production of basic load acetate.
T understand that-it can bo used for the production 
of load chroma te n 1. tft oust*! the me of the Sperry 
coll for this purpose has not boon full7 dorolopod.

,?7 undorsfunding Is that the basic patents 
on the Sperry process have practically expired. X 
really can’t see where wo hawe anything to offor 
’Jr. Craul.' T am sure that the royalties that could
be obtained Iran his company would be Inconsequential 
and would not be sufficient to reimburse ua to at­
tempt to develop the use of the Sperr7 cell for the 
production of lend chromate. My euggestlon 1» that 
a liaense be grants! to Kr. Craul’a company on some 
raaaonabla basis, permitting him to use the Sperry 
call for any purpose he night see fit.

Tours very truly,

N11461.26



An ac o n d a  Lead  Pr o d u c t s  Co mpan y

Eas t  Ch ic ag o ,In d ian a  March nth, 1936

Mr. Frederick Lalst, Vice-President,
Anaconda Lead Products Company,
Room 1720 - 2 5 Broadway,
New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Laist:-

I am enclosing copy of a letter of March 5th 
received from Mr. K. E. Graul, Production Manager of The 
A. Wilhelm Compeny, which is in reply to my letter of 
February 17th, copy of which wps forwarded to your office.

You will note Mr. Graul is interested in using the 
Sperry cell for the production of basic lead acetate used 
by their firm for the production of basic lead chromates. 
Since this question has been called to our attention, we have 
been thinking over the possibilities of using the Sperry cell 
for the production of lead acetate. While this might appear 
as a decided departure frcm the basic principle of the Sperry 
cell, it might not be impractical and possibly would have the 
advantage of producing a lead acetate of definite and 
controlled basicity.

Mr. Case has also some suggestions that he would 
like to talk over with you while in New York. 1 understand 
Mr. Case is leaving today, and probably will discuss with 
you some time this week a suitable reply to the enclosed 
letter and also what steps, if any, we should take toward 
considering the possibilities suggested.

Veiy truly yours,

Manager.
GEJ/s
cc-Mr.E.G'.Sperry

Mr.R.E.Dwyer
Mr.F.C.Case

N11461.27



THE A. WILHELM COMPANY

Pending, Pennsylvania 

March ?, 1936

Anaconda Lead Products Co.,
East Chicago, Ind.

Att. - Mr. G, E. Johnson 
Gentlemen:- ~ ~ '

The writer wishes to thank you Cor your letter of February 17th, 
in reply to my letter of February 8th, and also wish-to apologize for 
not answering this communication at an earlier date. Thi-vl'as caused 
by my extended absence from the office.

With reference to the basic lead acetate oclirtion in/ 
ere interested, it is our desire to secure a mat 
ratio of Lend Hydra’s !.-• J Acetate is as high as
this solution as concentrated ao possible^, 
basicity of this solution remain const^ 
could use exactly the same basic lec 
in the manufacture of your White LeS 
ufactured into 'White Lead.

'hich we 
the
nd ha7e

lmportan\\hat the 
possible that we 
tion whichyou use 
carbonated or man-

We are not inters 
Our interest is only i 
solution for the rnnufa 
some lead chromate yel

It is 
be intere 
from you 
charge a 
to our 3

ry basic lead acetate..
It\i\ our desire to use this 

leadNpV-omates particularly, and

you any idea as to what we wo’.ild 
this basic lead acetate solution 
would be a considerate freight 

je for shipping this solution from your plant 
:count of the large amount of water present.

It IsNQtK. degj/fy, if possible, to install a cell to make this 
lead acetate's-aliiiitJii in our plant. We understand from the Sperry 
Gyroscope Company that you control the patent rights for the Sperry 
cell and that was the reason for us contacting your company.

Would it be possible for us to secure a sample of your basic 
lead acetate solution before being carbonated to see if this material 
meets our requirements?

At present we. are making this basic lead acetate solution with 
Litharge and Acetic Acid and it does not rive us all the properties 
which we desire and we feel by securing material, as explained above, . 
that it will hare the requirements desired and will be a help to us 
in the manufacture of our basic lead chromates'.

N11461.28



©

Mr. G. E. Johnson - Sheet -lz

Thi3 is quite a detailed subject to handle with correspondence and 
if at any time any representative of your company, who will be familiar 
with this subject, is in the East, would it be possible to have him 
call upon us to discuss this first hand, or it might be possible for 
one of our representatives to call at sane designated place to discuss 
this with your Technical Men or whoever you designate.



March 31st, 1936.

H£:;o iu i;d t o ; f o b ;m. r . f . d t y zh

I do not bollere that ths returns 
we could got from Sperry process patents on 
product* other than white lead, sxich as you 
hare la nlnd, would brine any returns worth 
mentioning. Troa the time we first adopted 
the Sparry process, numerous investigations 
hare been mads and I thinlc some patents hate 
been taken out on the production of products 
such S3 litharge, red lead, land chromate, eta. 
l!one of these things erer amounted to anything 
or seamed sufficiently attraetlre to warrant 
going ahead with.

? L /r»

N11461.29



z c 'i \ j  'r

r. Vreisri-f.: Liist:

Rofoi rir; : to "r. base's 
letter to ;.'T! .i-.i;lor date of ::-ireh iUth, rela­
tive bo ;n touts.

V.’o ild it not be >.avigable, 
i”. case fc.ie Viite Lea l 3oynr h-^-i 5 coal-i de­
velop a .i. f> c it ;i'U r\ b~ for bay use of !;:ie 
So err j Proceor. 0:1 pro'tac Ss ot :•■ «>• than vfij. to- 
lead, to Vive ,r0....Ctf!l lcolc la to fc:ie -I'lestio:! 
of .•-ebbin' 0101 .-.•a tents • diet is, of nearae, 
if tv.; cost cf develop :ioat c •• ’-cr-r lr; eo-r’-vc- 
fcio'.i t.'-ie.-ev.'it : ~x ill act :ie cit cf - line v.-it'i 
f'lt'ire rabuMS food sioh patents-.

WS'Z.'J j/foIH

N11461.3
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FseoeaicK i.ais t

V.CC-..S.O.M 2?th, 1 9 3 &.

4 * * '.'‘•sip ; ^ ~ f
In to mn t 1 am V ?lnr f Jeff*. -"•»
~lr!3 -Sxida 5,
"mt .’hio-v-o', indJonn.

^(iir "r. ■‘"ra;

t ■ ■ irt va-vstr'*'. n-r y-vir 1 ott«r of **nrch 
24th , oi *,b r '-f o t (t . o'? ho hhn patent on t.ho rtndlfl- 
cnfclnn of ?h » rirr.- jirouoi'i !. ly Ir.nt.’p^ to i\

t. * ■ A “ • J. ■ ■ * •

T f T t'->4 jt'ir letter oorroctly, Vr. 
H«TATt 'hnn rrvruto'l the pro-tue tl on of l««d bor->t<i 

by tha "forry pfKiisfl. le^i’ruc1' or. r« i-rn not 
In topast-’-i tn t>.o y-ro 5j ~tlon of too 4 bo rata ,m<! . 
nr» not nut to l-e, T "Lir.’t -iulto :,n« *!ty m should 
tofco r.ny notion In th* an ttar or he t-roE t.ly conoorn- 
o4 about it.

''. -1 r ~ v o vy t .fu 1 f

n. r, iJ’-ycr 
??r. .rohnoon


